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I. 


HE CngisTian TEMPER ; being Thi y- 
eight Diſcourſes upon the princi eads 
ef Practical Religion. Deſigned for the Uſe of 


Families. In Two Volumes. By Jon Evans, 
D. D. To which is prefixed, e MEmoirs 
of his LITE. The Sixth Edition. KH 
In the Preface to Dr. WaTTs's SERMONS, in 
Octavo, the Reader will find the following Cha- 
rater of this Work: Since I firſt publiſhed 
<< theſe DiscoursEs, the World has been fur- 
« niſhed with a more compleat Account of moſt 


of theſe Subjects, in that excellent Treatiſe call- 


ed The Chriſtian Temper, which my worth 
„ Friend Dr. —_ _— _— and w_ 
« 3s perhaps the eat Summary of thoſe 
« Duties which make up the Chriſtian Life that 
 ©« hath been publiſhed in our Age, ”—— 7 


Re- 


II. MxprrArions upon Various Subj 


 Hious and Moral, in a Train of Viſions; 


| chiefly deſigned for Perſons in Younger Life. 
— 3 


III. Dzvour Mir Arioxs; or, a Collection 
of Thoughts upon Religious and Philoſophical 
Subjects. By the Honourable Joun Hows, Eſq; 
Recommended by Dr. Younc, Author of the 
Night Thoughts. The fourth Edition. Price 28. 6d. 


IV. The FxienDLY InsTRUCTOR ; or, a Com- 
panion for Young. Ladies and Young Gentlemen; 
in which their Duty to Gop and their PagenTs, 
their Carriage to Superiors and Inferiors, and ſe- 
veral other very uſeful and inſtruQive Leſſons, are 
recommended. In Plain and Familiar Dialogues. 
With a Recommendatory Preface by P. Dop- 
- DRIDGE, D. D. The Sixth Edition, adorned with 

Cuts. Price 1s. 6d. | | > 
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To 


Thoſe of the 12180 Act, 


into whoſe Hands theſe Papers 
may 


N ER LL, who have thai breaſts 


2 A 7 warmed with a public ſpirit 
N and a generous love to man- 
KNA kind, cannot fail to have 
their eyes principally fixed upon you, 
to obſerve what you are likely to be and 
do. It occaſions in them many and 


great thoughts of heart, whenever the 


generation that is growing up into the 


world carries evident ſymptoms of 
eing worſe than their fathers. But 


. even 


ter proſpeR, for thoſe who are to come 
next upon the ſtage of action, revives 
the hope and joy of —_ men. 


— 


Al eas v A RARER. - oa... 


v To thoſe of the Rifing Age, &c. 


even in times, when irreligion and vice 


have ſpread far and wide, yet any bet- 


"F ſhall not ſay, that in this reſpect 
the former days were better than theſe ; 
| becauſe I reckon that it may be much 


more uſeful, for all to contribute their 
beſt crddavours | in their ſeveral ſtations 
to better the age in which they live, 


than to be accurate in ballancing the 
characters of former and preſent times. 2 


Would to God, that Chriſtian parents 


in general would let their natural af- 
fection to their poſterity be expreſſed 
jn this beſt inſtance of it, a more aſ- 
liduous care for their everlaſting inte- 
reſts, and for training them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
If maſters, and others, who have the 
inſpection of youth, would apply them- 
| ſelves in earneſt to this principal part 
of their concern; I cannot but hope 
the bleſſing of God would ſucceed it 


to great numbers of you ; and then 1 


am 
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To thoſe of the Riſing Age, &c. v 


am ſure you would be much more 
thankful to them for this, than any 
other part of your education. 


We who are employed in the wor 
of the miniſtry, are to ſecond ſuch pri- 
vate endeavours; and acknowledge 
ourſelves to be by many ties your deht- 
| ors in this matter. Our Lord and 

Maſter expreſſed upon many occaſions 
a particular affection to children: And 
when a young man applied to him, 
who had been trained up to virtue and 
ſobriety, and had not remarkably de- 
viated from it; it is obſerved, that 
Feſus loved him; though, as he was the 
ſearcher of hearts, he knew that he 
yet wanted a principle of perfect good- 
nels. It is required of us as ffeward: 
of his houſhold, that we give to each of 
the family their portim of meat in due 
ſeaſon ; that we feed the lambs, as well 
as the ſheep. And by the example of 
St. John we are led to addreſs to littie 
children and to young men, as well as 
%//y;; oO >. 
A3 © Catechetical 


vi To thoſe of the Riſing Age, &c. 
Catechetical exerciſes are pecuharly: 
adapted to the former fort, to teach 
them the firſt principles of the oracles. 
of God; and the uſual. courſe of our 
preaching to the ſervice of the two lat- 
ter; much of it indeed. with a ſpecial 
in view to the improvement and comfort 
of advanced chriſtians, who have their 
ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern. both good and 


evil, ſuch who are eſpecially intended. 
by St. Tala in the character of fathers. 
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The following diſcourſes are directly 
calculated for the middle ſort, ſuch as 
belong, in the apoſtolical ſtile, to the 
claſs of Young men; I mean perſons of 
either ſex, who are growing up to ma- 
| turity, or entring upon the world ; in 
that age of life, when they are capable 
of ſome thought and reflection, and. 
| when moſt perſons come to a determi- | 
nation and ſettlement, about their way. 
of living both for this world and for. 
another. - 


Theſe Sermons, except the laſt, were 
preached upon an anniverſary, when. 
1 conſide- 


To thoſe of the Riſing Age, &c. vii 
conſiderable numbers of youth have 
been accuſtomed for fifty years paſt to 
attend upon a LeQure devoted to their 
Lervice, in the place. where the provi- 
dence of God hath called me to mini- 

ſter: And all of them, except that 

which ſtands. here the / in order, 

have been heretofore publiſhed ſingly 
at the requeſt of ſeveral of them. I was 
willing they ſhould be collected into 
this manual, in hope that ſome who 
profeſſed to have received good impreſ- 
ions from them at the time, may have 


an opportunity of reviewing them in 


this more laſting way of preſervation; 
and that both they and others might 
have before them in one view the ſe- 
veral important heads, upon which 
they proceed. The three firſt may be 
ſerviceable for the directian of youth in 
ſome principal points of e if they 
are ſeeking the way to Sion. The fourth 
and th repreſent two powerful motives 
to diſpoſe to early piety. The uo laſt 
propoſe two eminent examples of wn | 
and acceptable goodneſs, 


They 


viii To thoſe of the Niſing Age, &e. 


They are accompanied. with my fer- 


vent prayers, that there may be from 
one age to another in this city and na- 
tion a feed ta ſerve Chrifl, which ſhall be 
accounted to him jor a generation ; and 
that, for the ſmall extent to which this 
book may. reach, it may be in ſome 
meaſure ſerviceable by the grace of 


th: _ Spirit to promote | this bleſſed. 
. end. 
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SERMON L 


B T H E Wiſdom of owning God for 
the »— of our Vouth. — * 


Jex. ili. 4 
Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, 


My Father, thou art the guide of my 
youth * 


SERMON n. 


The peculiar Obligations to ſerious 
Piety upon the Children of good 
Parents. Page 2 23 

1 Cunon. anvllk.o. 


And thou Solomon, my Son, know thou 
the God of thy Father, 


SE Ro 


The ConNTENTS. 


SERMON III. 


"The Wiſdom of counting the Coſt, 


and whether we have ſufficient to 
finiſh a Chriſtian Courſe. Page 46 


Lokk xiv. 28, 29, 30. 


For which of you intending to build a 


_ tower, ſittath not down firſt, and count: 
eth the coſt, whether be have fu cient _ 
to finiſhit? c 
Lf haply, after be hath laid the foun- 
dation, and 1s not able to finiſh it, all 
that behold it, begin to mock bim, 

Sing, This man began to build, and 
' Was not able to finiſh. . 


The ſerious Conſideration of a Future 
Judgment recommended to Youth. 
Page 6:3 


Eccxxs. xi. 9. 


Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and 
let thy heart chear thee in the days Y . 
thy youth; and walk in the ways of 
#by vary , and in * ebe of thine eyes ; 2 

. but 


The CoNTENTS. 


but know thou, that for all theſe that grs 
* od wil bring thee into —— 


SERMON V. 


The Evils attending Old Age, conſi- 


dered as an Argument for early 
Piety. : Ty rage 80 
EccrEs. xii. nn. 


(latter part of the verſe. ) 


3 While the evil days come not, nor 


| the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt 
I, 41 bave no ) pleaſure i in them. 


SERMON VI. 


The Caſe of Abi ab propoſed to the 
Conſideration of Youth. "nyo 97 


1Kincs xiv. 13. 

| (latter part of the verſe.) 
— Fe only of Jeroboam ſhall come to 
the grave, becauſe in him there is 

found ſome good thing toward the 


Lord God of Yael, in the Bouſe c 


Feroboam. 


SE Ra 


The ConTEenrTs. 


 _S$SERMON VI. 
The Conſideration of Sin, as againſt 
God, and under his Eye, our Secu- 


rity in an Hour of T emptation. 
Page 11 5 


GENESs xxxix. 9. 


— How then can I dh this great wel- 
e. and fin _— G ad 4 
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The Wiſdom of owning God for tke 
Suite of our Youth. 


| J . 4. 


Wilt thou not frem this time cry unto me, My 


Father, Thou art the guide of my youth ? 


* XX HESSE are the words of God to revolted 


N rac, inviting them to a return to Him. 


pu * * 7 do I underſtand them, rather than as ſome 
E 


| with an arrogant claim of relation to Him, while the 


interpreters take their ſenſe, as if God in- 
tended to uphraid them in theſe expreſſions 


continued obſtinate in fin. It is true, they oſten did 
ſo, and were often blamed for it. So Ho/ea deſcribes 
them, IJrael o!ll cry unto thee, My God, we knew thee. 


God in the next verſe rejects their pretenſion; 1/rael 
hath caft off the thing that is good; the enemy ſhall 


purſue him, Hol. viii. 2. 3. While they were reject- 


ing the Son of God, they had the ſame confidence, 


Ne have one Father, even God, John viii. 41. 
But the text appears rather to me to he a gracious 


coll to them to do this in earneſt, than a reproaching 


of them for doing it preſumptuoully. As in wer, 1 
God intermixes an invitation to repentance, with th2 
repreſentation of their fins; ſo it is natural enough to 
ſuppoſe, that while he is proceeding in the ſame gene 
ral argument of reproof, te ſhould go on to inter; oſe 
alſo ſome encouragements to return to him. 


B We 


2 The Wiſdom of owning God Szrm.1. 


We may obſerve it to have been a common meta- 
phor uſed by this prophet Jeremiah, and by Ezekiel, 
who was very near his cotemporary, to conſider the 
people of //rael, as if in their ſeveral ſucceſſive gene- 


rations they made but one perſon, paſſing through the 
different ages and periods of life. The courſe of 


God's providence towards them, and of their behavi- 
our to God, thro? one age after another, are often ex- 


preſſed in terms which carry an alluſion to the ſeveral 
ages of man's life. Zzekzel carries on the metaphor 
thro' a conſiderable part of a chapter, chap. xvi. 
The ſtory of their nation is related there, as one would 
deſcribe the life of a ſingle perſon, from his beginning 


till he arrives at maturity. They are traced to their 


progenitors. Thy birth and thy nativity was of the land 
of Canaan ; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother 


an [Jittite, ver. 3. Their weak and low eſtate at the 
beginning of their people, is ſet out by the helpleſs 


condition of a new-born infant, wer. 4. 5. And God's 
kirdneſs toward them in thoſe early days, by the 
care and kindneſs of a tender parent, making all pro- 


per proviſion for his child, and following him with a 


watchful eye and a bountiful hand, till he comes to 


maturity, wer. 6--14. On the other hand, their revolts 


from God to idolatry, after their ſtate was grown up, 

are repreſented by a young woman's playing the harlot, 
and fo diſappointing the tender care, and reaſonable 
expectations of her parents, when ſhe enters upon the 


world, ver. 15, Ke. 
In like manner, this prophet ſets before that gene- 


ration of Mae, to which he propheſied, the virtues 
orf their anceitors, as the kindne/s of their youth, the 


lobe of their eſpouſals, when they went after him iu the 


evilderneſs, jer. ii. 2. With the ſame view he ſeems. 
in the text to mean by Heir youth, the earlier times of 


their nation. 2. 4d. Wilt thou not apply to me as 

thy father, the guide of thy anceſtors ? 
But when God makes uſe of ſuch an alluſion in ex- 
poſtulating with that generation, to induce them to re- 
turn to himſelf, He plainly ſuppoſes an obvious truth 
— — 1._ in 


Serm. I. for the Guide of our Youth. 3 
in that which was the ground of the metaphor, That 
as He was their father, He was the proper guide of 
their youth. And the expoſtulation muſt carry at leaſt 
an equal force to every man perfonally conſidered. 


Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My Father, Thou © 


art the guide of my youth? And from that confidera- 
tion, I ſhall think myſelf fully juſtified in addrefling it 
to young people, as God's reaſonable expectation from 

them. And! ſhall proceed upon theſe y. heads. 


I. To explain the frame and behaviour wwe may Suppoſe 
recommended, by crying unto God, My Father, thou 


art the guide of my youth. 
II. To.. few abe reaſenableneſs of it + or to exofiulate 
 avith youth, in order to perſuade them to take this 


courſe, Wilt thou not ery unto me? 


III. To confeder the 9 of time, from which ſuch 
 a& bebaviour is eminently to be expedited, From this time. 


IV. To propoſe ſome diretions, how you may expedt to find = 
God's /atherly guidance. CT ou 


I. I would explain the frame and behaviour here 
recommended. Or, what we may ſuppoſe included 
in crying unto God, My Father, thou art the guide of my 
youth. 55 5 
The expreſſion is fit enough to take in three things. 
1. A thankful acknowledgment of God's fatherly 
care and guidance of us hitherto. ©. 4. Wilt not 
thou own I have fully anſwered the character, and fill- 
ed up the relation of a father to thee,. by having been 
the guide of thy youth? And certainly young peo- 
ple, who have proceeded but a little way in life, as- 
well as thoſe who are farther advanced, have had ma- 
ny opportunities to obſerve the care and conduct of a 
kind providence towards them. You are greatly in- 
debted to your earthly parents, and muſt ever owe 
them your grateful acknowledgments, for all their tender 


E affection, 
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4 The Wiſdom of owning God SRM. I. 


affeſtion, and faithful guidance: But there is a father 
in heaven, to whom, tho? he 1s out of ſight, you are 


_ infinitely more indebted. Ii not He thy father, which 
Bath bought thee * Hath He not made thee, and eftabliſhed 


thee ? Deut. xxx11. 6. T hy ſubflance was not hid from Him, 


_ when thou waft made in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought, Pſal. 
cxxxix. 15. Thou haſt been caft upon him from the Womb ; 


and holden up by bim ever ſince, Pialm xxii, 10, and lxxi. 


6. While you were unable to take the leaſt care of your- 


ſelves, He cared for you, protected you, and guided vuu 


with his eye. In your wants He has feafonably ſupplied 
| you, and in dangers delivered you. He has made your 
lot to fall in pleaſant places, and ordered all the merci .᷑ 
ful circumſtances of your pilgrimage : ſo that having e- 
tained help of God, yon continuz unto this day. Is it not 
highly fit, tho? you ſhould as yet have found the bene- 


ſit of his conduct no farther than into the youthful 


0 part of life, that you ſhould now begin to pay the tri- 


ute of a thankful acknowledgment to him, who bas 


brought you hitherto? Surely God has conſcience on 
dis fide in this matter. 8 


2 A penitent application to God, in the manner 


in which a returning prodigal ſhould apply to his fa - 


ther, as to one, who bas a right to be the guide of bis 


youth, may very preperly be expreſſed in the language 


of the text. Has a child behaved undutifully to a 
kind, indulgent parent ? Has he flown in the face of 
all his tender affection, and turned rebel and prodigal ? 
Will he not think it highly fit, when he comes to him- 
ſelf, to go down on his knees to his offended father, to 


confeſs his faults, and beg his father's pardon This 


15 the real caſe of us all with reference to our heaven- 


1y father. He has the moſt undoubted right and claim 


to all filial duty from us: doubtleſs he is our father ; 
and, as ſuch, delerves honour and obedience from us, 


that we ſhould allow him in every thing to preſcribe. 
io us. But the youngeit among us have been unduti- 
iu! children, and begun early to break the bands a- 


tunder. If we have yet eſcaped the polluticns which are 
in the world thro? luſt, and have not in the literal ſenſe 


3 waſted 
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„ am no :nore worthy to be called Thy fon. Lu 


SgRu. I. for the Guide of our Youth. L 


awaſted our ſubſtance with riotous living : yet we are all 


eſtranged from the womb; and conſcience muſt tell, 


us, that we have thought, and ſpoke, and acted, that 


which was juſtly diſpleaſing to our common father in, . 


innumerable inſtances. ** Should not we then cry 10 God, 
My Father, Thou haſt a juſt claim to be the guide of 
«© zzy youth; but I have not allowed Thee to be fo. 


In many inſtances I have refuſcd to hearken to Thee. 


«© I ſee my fault, I ſee my folly, that in refuſing to 
« follow Thy conduct, I wickedly trampled upon Thy 
% authority, and forſook my own mercies ; it would 


© have been much better with me, if I had taken Thy 


e counſel, and ſubmitted to Thy guidance. Father, 
„babe firmed againſt heaven, and in Thy G and 
ke xv. 21. 
« Thou inviteſt prodigals to return, Return, ye Lack- 
ding children. Behold, I come unto Thee ;, for Thou 
© art the Lord my God.” Jer. iii. 22. To make the 


* 


profeſſion in the text is to acknowledge his fatherly 
relation, and the duty we owe Him thereupon, that 
He ſhould be allowed to rule and guide us, with ſnaame 
and ſorrow for our undutifulneſss. 5 

3. A ſolemn acceptance of God for our father, and 
the guice of our youth, from this time forward, will 


compleat that becoming temper, which theſe words 
are ft to ſuggeſt to us. In the original it is only, My 
Father, Thou, the guide of my youth. Which may be 
ſupplied either as looking backward, Thou 5 been ho, 
{Dd expreſs God's undeſerved goodneſs, and father!y 
care of them in times paſt. Or, as acknowledging His 
rightful claim. Thou art my father, and thercfoie 
Thou Houlaſt be allowed to be my guide. I own my 
injuſtice and undutifulneſs, in not being guided by 
Thee. So far we have conſidered the words already. 


But we may alſo underſtand them as looking forward, 


Thou art my father, and Thou halt be my guide. 
« conſent to it as my reaſonable ſervice, to put myſelf 
© entirely and unreſervedly under Thy conduct, that 
« Thou ſhouldſt exerciſe this right of a father to ma- 


nage me as Thou pleaſeſt. I had rather be guided 
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6 The Wiſdom of owning God Ser. I. 
„by Thee, than be left to act of my own head. Let 
thy eye then be upon me, and thy wiſdom direct me, 

as a father would care for his child: for I take Thee 
«« for my father, and therefore for the guide of my 

* oP bt ö 
This is the frame, which J would now recommend. 
to young people. And to that purpoſe proceed . 


II. To ſhew the reaſonableneſs of ſuch a determina- 
tion: or to expoſtulate the matter with you, as I am. 
led to do by the manner of ſpeaking which God uſes. 

to //rael in the text. Wilt thou not thus cry unto me? 

Can it be ſuppoſed, if you will allow yourſelves to con- 
ſider the caſe, that you ſhould be fo averſe to your own. 
Intereſt, ſo inſenfible of the beſt way to your own hap- 
pineſs, as to refuſe to put yourſelves into my hands, or 
even to demuy on ſettling this great concern, that I. 
| ſhall be the guide of your youth? To make this plain 


do you, I defire you would ſeriouſly lay to heart the 


following conſiderations. ER, 
1. The world we hve in makes a guide abſolutely 
neceſſary to all. It is ſuch a ſtate of things, where- 
in we ſhall run the greateſt riſque, if we are left to 
| ourſelves. It were better to ſail in the moſt dangerous 
ſeas without a pilot, or to paſs thro' an unknown de- 
ſert without any one to ſhew us our way, than to pur- 
ſue our pilgrimage thro' this world without the con- 
duct of a Pithfol and ſufficient guide. = 
This life is to all a ſtate of trial for eternity: And 

at the end of our way a heaven or a hell ſtands. A 
miſtake will be fatal to our everlaſting intereſts ; ut- 
terly impoſſible to be retrieved afterwards, if this life 
be ſpent in a deluſion. The trial begins as ſoon as 
we come to the uſe of reaſon, to a capacity of chuſing- 
the good and refuſing the evil: and if God ſhould. 
ſhorten our life in the midſt of our way, we ſhall find 
our condition for ever determined according to our 
courſe and behaviour here, in that proportion of time. 
which He was pleaſed to allow us. It will be well or 
ill with us for ever, as we are well or ill not here. 
1 : There 
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There are many by-ways in our paſſage, to which 
we are very prone to turn aſide: A thouſand winding 
_ courſes in this labyrinth, which all come to this miſe- 
rable end: many dangerous errors and deſtruQtive 


vices, any of which may be our ruin. But the way to 


heaven is ſtrĩct and difficult. It requires pains to know 
it, and much more to walk in it. Hence we are told, 
that acide is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth 
to deſtruction, and many there be which go in thereat : but 
 firait is the gate and narrow ts the way which leads unto 
life, and few there be that fird it, Mat. vii. 13, 14. 

The way to deſtruction looks ſairer, is of larger extent, 


and has more travellers in it, than the way to life. 


Should not this make us look cut for a guide? Are 
there by-ways on the right hand and on the left ? Should 
not we defire then to hear a voice behind us, ſaying, This 
is the way, walk ye in it? Iſa. xxx. 21. If there were 
but a poſſibility of miſtake, but a few examples of miſ-. 


carrying, certainly it ſhould awaken our fear. What 


then muſt we think, when there are great odds in the. 
number of dangerous courſes, and ol thoſe who take 
them to their utter run? EAR 
And (which greatly encreaſes our danger,) there are 
many falſe guides ready and willing to ck us. IF 
the blind lead the blind, both Pall fall inte the ditch. 
But as we are apt ourſelves to miſtake, fo there are. 
many ready to miſlead us. The Devil wants no wiles 
and devices to impoſe upon us. He has a natural 
ſubtlety, and long experience, whereby he can caſt 
a blind before our eyes. In his early attempt upon our 
firſt parents, he prevailed ſo far, when they quitted 
their dependance upon God, as to beguile them out 
of innocency into tranſgreſſion, out of a ſtate of per- 
fect happineſs into the moſt deplorable miſery. What 
ſad conſequences then may we fear from the unweari- 
ed arts of the old ſerpent, who beguiled Eve thro? bis 
fubilety, 2 Cor. xi. 3. if we are not under the over- 
Gght of ſuperior wiſdom ! There are great numbers of 
ill men induſtrious in their endeavours to corrupt others; 
ever ready by their inſinuations, their examples, and theit 
ia- 


— — 


—— — 
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 Influnce, to ſerve the intereſts of the uſurping god of 


this world, and todraw as many of their fellow - creatures, 


as they can along with them into perdition. This is 


the reaſon of Solomon's cantion, My ſon, if ſinners entice 


thee, conſent thou not, Prov. i. 1a. But our own care 


will go a very little way to our ſecurity, unleſs we have 
a better keeper. The 7hings of the world are very en- 


fnaring too: hs luſt o of the 487 the luſt of the eye, and the 
pride of life : by the fair appearances of which, fo many 
have 4. * off from God, and the purſuit of dele 


everlaſting intereſts. But above all, we have bad hearts. 
af our own, not only ready to betray us to other ſedu-- 
cers, but to miſlead us themſelves, if we had no other 
tempters. Irregular cuſtoms, ſenſual appetites, and 


turbulent paſhons, which impetuouſly hurry men on 
in their apoſtate fate to things which are their ſin and 
fhame : ſo that if we were left to ourſelves, we ſhould. 

carry about us the moft dangerous guide of all others. 


Every man is tempted, when ht is drawn away of his own 
: tuft, and enticed, Jam. i. 14. What need then, in ſo 


rilous a ſtate of things, have young and old too, of 


the aſſiſance of an able and faithful guide? 


2. Youth has more eſpecial need of a guide than 
others. For this we have the concurring judgment of 
all nations, who ſuffer not young people to he their own 
maſters; but put them under tutors and governors.. 
And certainly upon the moſt evident reaſon. 

Youth are ignorant and unexperienced; and there-- 
fore need the diredtion of ſome who have more 
knowledge and judgment than themſelves, to let them 
in to right ſentiments of things, and point out their 
way for them. They are more apt than grown peo- 
ple to receive impreſſions. This is the ſpecial age of 
inſtruction. The minds of young people are not 


ſo ſtrongly pre-engaged with various apprehenſions 


and principles, as they come to be upon an advance in. 


years: their cuſtoms and bĩaſſes are not yet fully formed. 


And therefore they are drawn. with more eaſe either 
right or wrong, according to the influence they are 


under. they fall into bad hands, their tender minds 


are. 
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are ſoon inſnared by them who lie in wait to deceive. 
And therefore nothing can be more beneficialto them, 
than to be under good conduct betimes. . 
Eſpecially when we add, that there is a peculiar le- 
vity attending their briſk ſpirits, and youthful luſts 
are eſpecially apt to be boiſterous in them. While 
they have leſs reaſon of their own to guide them, they 
tave ſtronger appetites and paſſions, which are the 
worſt leaders in the world, hurrying them on (if they 
be not under good reſtraints) into the greateſt extra- 
vagancies, to their ſhame and ſorcow in this life, and 
their miſery in another. Chilabood and yeuth are vani- 
ty, Eecl. xi. 10. Vain man is born like the wild afs's 
colt. That image can be applied to none with greater 
| Propriety than to youth, that they are like the horſe or 
| mule, ewhich bave no underſtanding, and muſt be held in 
<vith bit and bridle, left they cceme near unto you, Pſal. xxxii. 
2 Look abroad into the world, and ſee what num 
bers of young people, Ig ro themſelves, are daily bring- 
ing their parents to ſhame, and grief, and even their 
_ grey-hairs with ſorrow to the grave, Proverbs xxix. 15. 
See with what folly and madneſs they give themſelves 
full ſwing in the indulgence of their luſts, till 25e. 
mourn at the laſt, when their fl:ſh and their body ars conſu- 
med, and ſay, how have I bated inſtruction, and my heart 
deſpiſed reproof ! Prov. v. 11, 12. See in ſuch inſtan- 
ces, what youth is, acting with a lawleſs liberty; what 
the ſad effects of it are, what a dear-bought repent- 
ance it muſt end in. And ſhall not this induce you to 
cry, Oh, for a good guide of my youth? 
Befides, people fix for life in the time of their 
youth. As they do { commonly, for the profeſſions. 
and callings, in which they engage for his life ; ic is 
_ equally true for the courſe which leads to happineſs or 
miſery in another. Few, very few of thoſe, who give fin 
their early days, ever leave it afterwards: if they 
change their vices, they ſeldom change their maſter. 
The habits of fin are confirmed, the means of amend- 
went abate in their force. And it is odds, but ro 
1 . 1 
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find them in the way to deſtruction at the end of their 
courſe, who proceed in it till youth is over, When 
therefore % time of youth is generally the time of peo- 
ple 's choice, Eccl. x1. 1. that choice which they abide 
by for ever after; how neceflary is it that we chuſe 
aright then! It is of the greateſt conſequence, that 
youth ve well guided. Id. 
3. God is the beſt guide of youth. None is ſo fit 
to be your ſupreme director. He has the beſt right 
to preſcribe to you, becaufe you are His in the ſtrong- 
_ eſt bonds, even before you conſent to be fo. You rob 
Him of His due, while you refuſe to be under His 
conduct. But that is not all; His guidance will be 
moſt for your own advantage. If you were to think 
of all the characters to be moſt wiſhed for in one who 
ſhould undertake to dire& and care for you in your 
tender years, they all meet in God. — : 
Would you be ſure of ſafe conduct? He alone is 
an nfallible guide. All others, it is poſſible, may 
miſlead you: even tender parents themfelves, with all 
the good wiſhes they can have for- you: and therefore 
even obedience to them is enjoined with a limitation, 
in the Lord, Eph. vi. 1. Minifters may prove blind 
ides, tho? their lips ought to keep knowledge. But God 
s truth itſelf, He cannot be deceived himſelf, and He 
can have no inducement to miflead you. do teaches. 
hike him Job xxxvi. 22. : 
Would you have one fit and ready to direct you at 
all times, and in all caſes? God is an «niver/al guide, 


able to furniſh us with light in every emergency, who | 


has laid down directions ſuired to all forts of perſons, 
and every ſtate of life ; and who has always a watch- 
ful eye upon thoſe who commit themſelves to his con- 
duct. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous ; and 
bis ears are open io their cry. Pſalm xxxiv. 15. 8 80 
His guidance is ever ready to be afforded to any up- 
right mind : to the youngeſt. O God, thou haſt taught 
me from my youth, Pſalm lxxi. 17. His will may eaſily 
de learnt out of His word by an honeſt inquicer. 7% 
evayfaring men, tho feels, ſpall not err therein. Ila. SLE - 
An 5 
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And when difficulties ariſe, which we cannot immedi» 


ately ſolve by the rule which He has left us, He is of 
Himſelf eaſy of acceſs to thoſe who are willing with an 


| honeſt heart to make application to Him, The Lerd 


is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, that call upon 
Him in truth, Pſalm cxlv. 18. : 1 


And there is one thing more, peculiar to this hea- 


venly guide: He is not only able and willing always 


to ſhew us our way; but ready to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen 
us to walk in it: not only to each us the way of bis 
flatutes ; but to incline cur hearts unto his teſtimonies, and 
to make us to go in the path of his commandments. We 


have therefore no ſuch guide beſides, to whom we 


can make our application. _ 
4. If we take Him for the guide of our youth, He 


will undertake for us; and continue His conduR, till 


we are brought to glory. Any that commit themſelves 


| to Him, be it ever ſa early, have a ſecurity that He 


will take them under His care and charge. Till this 
is done on our part, we have no certain ground to 
reckon upon ſo much as the favourable guidance of 


His common providence ; nor can tell how ſoon, or in 


what inſtances, He may leave vs to ourſelves. But if 


we chuſe Him for our guide, Hie is moſt ready to take 
us under His conduct and protection; and He will 


ncver leave or forſake us. . 1 
By fixing on Him tor our guide, we ſhall put our- 


: ſelves into ſafe hands for ever: and that is a thing of 


which we cannot be certain as to any others, even for 
time. Kind parents on earth may be taken from us; 


but God will not leave us orphans. IF father and mo- 


ther forſake me, God will tate me up, Plalm xxvii. 10. 


The moſt agreeable relations, ſuppoſe a kind and 


prudent huſband, who is ſometimes called emphatical- 
ly a guide of the youth, Prov. ii. 17. may be wreſted 


cout of your arms, and leave you deſtitute, But God 


ever lives, and will neither change His affection nor 


| 
ö 
5 
* 


U 


loſe His ability to direct and aſſiſt you. 1 
If you put yourſelves into His hands at the begin- 


ning of your days, you will ſet out in the world, ſe- 


cure 
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cure of the beſt friend you can have thro! all the turns 
and changes of life; who will be with you to the 
hoary head, if you are ſpared fo long. The P/almi/?'s 
rayer was accompliſhed to Him, and ſhall be to you, 
if you can truly uſe the ſame plea: O God, Thee 


hafſl taught me from my youth, and hitherto have I declar- 


ed thy wondreus works; now alſo, when I am old and © 

ey heades, O Goa, forſake me not, Pſalm. Ixxi. 17, 18. 
No, He will not forſake you; for this God will be your 
| God for ever and ever; He will be your guide even unto 
death, Pſalm xlviii. 14. He will guide you with his 


counſel, and afterward receive you to glory, Pſalm 2 


Ixxiii. 24. 


III. I come to conſider the circumſtance of time, 
from which ſuch a behaviour is eminently to be ex- 
pected. From this time, ſays the text emphatically. If 
we look into the context, we may find ſeveral hints 
of the circum dance of time, to which this may refer. 
1. A time of conviction, wherein our ſins are ſet 
in order before us, in a ſpecial ſeaſon, wherein God 


expects us thus to ery to him. In the fi and ſecend 2 


verſes of this chapter God ſets in Vael's view their 
many and great tranſgreſſions. Thon haft played the 
barlot with many lovers. Thou haſt polluted the 
land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedneſs. 
Neu when I am thus arraigning thee for thy iniquity, 
wild thou not from ibis time ſay unto me, My Father? 
Whenever God impreſſes convictions of fin upon your 
ſouls in this world, it is not to forment you Haase the 
time, but to bring you to yourſelves, and fo to Him. 
Such a ſeaſon as this is a time of love. God makes 
you ſenſible of your diftemper, that you may ſpeed:ly 
apply tc the phyſician, before your cafe is deſperate ;_ 
and ſubmit to the proper methods of cure, which he is 
ſo ready to uſe with you. You will never value Him, 
nor be reconciled to His medicines, as long as you are 
inſenhible of your Diſeaſe. The <ubele have no need 
of the phyfician, but they that are fick, Luke v. 31. 
But when you ſee your ſickneſs, it may be hoped that 


help 
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belp will be welcome. Now youth is the moſt uſual 
time of lively convictions, eſpecially for thoſe who 
have the advantage of the goſpel-light and calls from 
their youth ; and conſequently for them it-is the moſt 
likely ſeaſon of grace. Thoſe who-outgrow the early ad- 
monitions, which God andconſcience give them of their 
ſins in that period of life when their hearts are moſt tæn 
der, are commonly reduced to fewer and weaker convic- 
tions in an after-life ; and very often their con/ciences 
become ſeared as with an hot iron. O ſee therefore 
that you ſtifle not, that you rebel not againſt your ear- 
ly light; but when your guilt is ſet in your view, that 
you ſpeedily take the true courſe to remove it. 
2. A time of correction and affliction is an advan- 
tageous occaſion, . upon which it may be hoped you 
ſhould. cry to God, My Father. In the verſe immedi- 
ately before the text, God puts IJael in mind of the 


| Judgments He had brought upon them for their fins. 
| Therefore the ſhowers have been withheld, and there 


has been no latter rain. And thereupon God ſpeaks of 
it as an aſtoniſhing thing, that under ſuch circumſtan- 
ces they had a whore's forehead, andrefuſed to be aſhamed. 
Inſtead of continuing ſo obſtinate, wile thou not ra- 
ther, ſays He, from this time cry unto me, My father, 
T hou art the guide of my youth? Affliction is intended 
by God, when milder methods will not do, to bring 
men to repentance by ſome preſent taſtes of the bitter- 
neſs of fin. Corrections are the rod of a father to 
bring us to filial duty. The prodigal began to be in 
want, was forced to feed upon huſks ; he felt the me- 
lancholy effects of his own prodigality : And this 
brought him to himſek., to conſider his fin and folly, 
and to reſolve to ariſe and return to his father, Luke xv. 
14, 18. Young people, in this world where man is 
born to trouble, frequently have a ſhare of it : Some- 
times they bring miſery upon themſelves by their own 
_ extravagancies ; or they fall betimes under ſome kind 
diſcipline of God. And if either the one or the other 
lead them to God and religion ; they will magnify God 
to all eternity for that * for the preſent 15 not joy+ 


1 „r . 


4 far fnce 1 ſpoke againſt bim, 1 do cara 
4 
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ous, but grievous. If Go@ then in his idence 
make you to bear the. rode of affiifion in your youth, 


let that induce you ta bear che yoke of obedience, in your 
tt hatinduce yoke of obedience, fa you 


> gen which fhould be improved to lead us to 
od, and engage us to put ourſelves under His con- 


duct. In wer. 1. God calls upon theſe people, after 


the diſcovery of their fins, 77 return unto me, ſaith the 


Lord. And in ver. 5 · Will be reſerve his anger far 
ever? Will he keep it to the end'? No, he is ready ta 


pardon. Wilt thou nat then from this time, (when 1 


have ſhewn my 23 inclinations ta thee,) cry unto 
te. 


me, My father, What, ſinner! ſhall not mercy 
melt thy heart? Canſt thou ſtand out againft ſuch kind 


_ declarations from an offended God? Haſt thou ble 


and done evil things as thou couldft? Ver. 5. And is 


God ſtill willing to receive thee ?' Is be yet invitiog 
| thee to return ? Ts thy father, aſter all that thou haſt 


done againſt Him, obſerving thy behaviour with a 


compaſſionate eye, marking any tendencies towards a 


return, even while thou art yet a great way off? Luke 


xv. 20. Is He not only ready to receive thee, but 
even to run to meet thee, to 


en thy neck and hiſs 
thee? Yes, if he can but any thing hopeful in 
thee ; if He can but hear thee bemoaning thyſelf thus, 
Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, as a bullock 
anaccufiomed to the yoke ; turn thou me, and I Hall be 
turned; for Thou art the Lord my Gad, Jer. xxxi. 18, 
19, 20. If He that knows the heart, can but hear 
fuch language from thy heart; it will be ſoon his re- 
turn, I. Ephraim my dear /on.? It be a pleaſant child ? 
remember him 
; therefore my bowels are troubled for him : 1 will 


' furely have mtrcy upon bim, ſaith the Lord. He is wait- 


ing to be gracious, affording thee many uncovenanted 
mercies in the mean while; and preventing thee with 
many bleſſings, the reſult of his ſovereign goodneſs. 
Canft thou ftand out 2. ſuch unparellel'd grace! 
Such amazing comp 


n of thy Father in _— 
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If thou canſt thus 4% rhe riches of bis iſe, and 
forbearance, and long fring, then fear the final ſen- 
for cantemned grace, and abuſed patience. . 


| '4 
it Tis er 


come and make application te me. To-day, while i! tt 
called to-day ; whatever age of life you happen now io 
be arrived at. If time paſt hath been neglected; 
whatever fairer opportunities you might have had 
in that, they are gone and over, and cannot be recall- 
ed. And this day is undoubtedly a better ſeaſon than 
_ to-morrow. Now, for certain, 55 an arcepted time, now 
is a 2 of ſalvation, 2 Cor. vi. 2. As long as you 
| have life, and the calls of the goſpel, and ſuch a meſ- 
ſage directed to you. But for any time to come, need 
I tell you that it is an abſolute uncertainty ! You may 
never have another day. Several, who were in this 
aſſembly a year ago, are gone the way of all fleſh: 
And it is not to be that all of you ſhould 
be either here or in our world a year hence. He that 
was your monitor from this place for ſo many years paſt 
in this annual endeavour to do good, and the laſt ſea- 
ſon in particular, was very ſoon after laid in the ſilent 
grave: Ard fo are ſome ſince, who then heard him. 
It is great odds, but ſome of us will be there too be- 
_ foe _—— theſe 2 revolations. Particular 
rie t » I beſeech you. Why not or 
van in — as well as — it ole chan 
venturing a delay, when your all is at take! 
But ſuppoſe you had a Certainty of time to come, you 


are never like to have ſo convenient a ſeafon as the 


preſent. Impediments will multiply in your way; ill. 
cuſtoms and prejudices be confirmed : Convictious are 
like to became greater rarities, and the influence of all 


S Dr. Williams. 


2 your 
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your advantages to abate : | That if your-recovery is 
now difficult, it will be unſpeakably more ſo by delay. 
And yet if you were ſure of time, and a proper 
time too hereafter ;'is not the time paſt of your lives 
too much by far to be allowed to the ſervice of fin and 
Satan? to have lived in hoſtility to the God that made 

you, offending and grieving your heavenly Father? 
Can you be too early in ſecuring the beſt friend, the 

only certain _ thro' a dangerous world? Will it 
be any prejudice to you to lay in for preventing ſuch 
unhappy miſcarriages, as at the beſt will make mourn- 
ful work for repentance ?- Can you begin to be wiſe, 
and to ſettle your everlaſting intereſt too ſoon ?' 
_ Confider this, and ſhew yourſelves men, O ye tranſgrefſors. 
And now if you are upon the whole convinced of 
the wiſdom and expedience of owning: God for the 
guide of your youth; it may ſtill be an enquiry with 
you, how you are to expe? his guidance? That leads me 
to the fourth head, 95 e 


IV. To lay down ſome proper directions in this 
matter. And it may be uſeful to hint to you both 
the means wherein you are to expect God ſhould conduct 
you, and your duty for ſecuring ſuch an advantage. 

Fir, I would direct your expectation as to the ways 
and means wherein you may hope that God will com- 
municatè light and direction to you. 55 

He has not taught you to expect, that He will be 
your guide by an immediate voice from heaven, or by: 
any -miraculous interpoſals. You are not to be di - 
rected by an imaginary light within, which has no cer- 
tain meaſure, and of which you can give no reaſonable 
account. But there are eminently three ways, wherein 
God encourages us to wait for His guidance. © 

1. By bit word; which is the rule both of our duty 
and our hopes. In the light of holy ſcripture the 
mind of God is fully ſet before us, with as much cer-- 
tainty and authority as if we could hear it pronounced · 
by his own mouth: For all ſcripture is given by inſpi- 
ration of God; and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
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fer corretiion, and ion tn ri ſs, 2 Tim. 
ii. 16. And it deſerves to be he or obſerved by 
. That this account of the extenſive uſe- 
the ferĩptures follows upon mentioning the 
of ane, he was early acquainted with t 
T2555 (Timothy) res n child baſt ton the hel 
fares, ver. 15. intended to de the ſtanding 
_ fipnification of his will for the uſe of young as well 
28 old. As the moſt advanced in years cannot ont- 
grow the uſe of this leghr to their feet, and lamy to their 
5 fo it is not raiſed too 
7 particularly directed to have recourſe to ie 
NY A ry Wherewithal ſhall a young man clean/2. 
| bis way? by gm heed thereto according to thy word, 
Pſalm exix. 9 he ſcripture is God's law, by which 
we may as certainly know how to chufe the good 
and refuſe the evil, 2s if we had God for our immedi- 
ate Monitor. He bas indeed appointed ſubordinate 
rue to make the inſtructions of ofhi wor more plain. 
Bur if they eat not according to the aw and te 7 
it is becav 2 ht * Iſa. viii. 1 _ 
2. By hes ſprite Ne that we are to expect any new 
and differen revelations of the divine will from thoſe 
_ contained in ſeripture. No jon can be irom the 
ſpirit of God, which is contrary to Himſelſ: Nor does 
his ſpirit direct us to any thing, which upon ſerious 
conſideration, we may not nd warranted by his word ; 
becauſe he has given us that as a perfect rule. And | 
yet we have great need of the farther guidance of his 
| holy ſpirit ; not to diſcover to us new things which 
have no foundation in the bible: but tò ſet the mat- 
rers revealed in a clearer light, and to make the ſcales 
fall off our eyes, that we may ſee them diſtimaly. 
Therefore tho? David had the written law, he prays, _ 
Teach me te do thy will, O God : Thy ſpirit is good, la 
me into the land of eſs, Pſalm cxhii. 10. Our 


igh for the young: 


underſtandings need illumination. David prays for it, 


Ogen Thou mine eyes, that F may behold <vondrous things - - 
out of thy law, Pſalm exix. 18. What he prayed ke; Fr 
no doubt be obtained. And fo did Chrift's diſciples 


C3 alter 


time. It remains that I ſhew, 


of God's gracious conduct. 
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after his reſurrection. Then opened he their underſtand- 


ings, that they might underſtand the ſcriptures, Luke 
xxiv. 45. And our hearts need an effeQual impreſ- 
ſion, to diſpoſe us to follow his conduct; and this is 
made, when the light of the glorious goſpel ſhines into our 


| hearts, 2 Cor. iv 6. Happy they, who are led by the 


ſpirit, to be govern'd by the word of God. | 
3. By his providence. So God has the ſupreme ma- 


nagement of all our lot and circumſtances ; and has en- 
couraged us to hope, they ſhall be order'd for our real 


advantage, if we rank ourſelves among the people of 


His care. We are obliged indeed to guide our own af- 


fairs with diſcretion, Pſalm exii. 5. This is made the 


character of a good man, i. e. to make uſe of all the 


prudential methods in our power, which have the moſt 
proper tendency to the proſperity of our affairs. But. 
till the m ay of man is not in himfelf ; it is not in man 


that walketh to direct his fleps, Jer. x. 23. God will 


have the ſovereign diſpoſal of them. And it is a de- 


_ claration for the encouragement of the upright, that 
aà good man's fleps are ordered of the Lord, Pſalm xxxvii. 


23. Not only under the common care and direction 
of His providence, as the ſteps of all men are; but 


in a peculiar ſenſe the ſteps of a good man are under a 


favourable conduR, ſteadily directed to the beſt ends of 
his ſpiritual and eternal good. And by this providen- 
tial direction of our circumſtances God 1s our guide 


alſo in the way of our duty. By this means He makes. 
our way plain before us; explains His word, and points 
us to our preſent work, as made ſeaſonable by the 


events which befall us. | 
\. Theſe are the methods of divine conduct we are 
taught to expect: His word as our ſtanding rule; His 
ſpirit as our inward monitor according to that rule; 
and His providence determining our circumſtances, 
and ſo chalking out our particular duty from time to. 


= 


Secondly, What lies upon us in order to the focurin 8 
„ As the foundation of all, we mult give up Our 
. 5 DT - © 
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ſelves ſolemnly, abſolutely and unreſervedly to His 
conduct, with full parpoſe of heart of cleaving to the Lord. 
We cannot depend upon His guidance without an en- 
tire ſurrender into His hands, and a determination to 
follow Him without exception. How. Hall I put thee 
among the children? Says God to theſe very people in 
the text: / ſaid, thou ſhalt call me father, and ſhalt 
not turn away from me, Jer. iii. 19. He will care for 
vou as His own, if you heartily join yourſelves te Him 
in a perpetual covenant never to L forgotten, Jer. I. 5. 
J beſeech you therefore, brethren, my younger brethren, 
by the mercies of God, all the mercies by which he has 
been drawing of you from your beginning hitherto, and 
all the mercies included in his gracious conduct thro? 
life, and thoſe which ſhall be the everlaſting portion of 
them who are led by his counſel, zhat you render your - 
el ves a holy, a living, and an acceptable ſacrifice, which 
is your reaſanable ſervice, Rom. xi. 4. 
2. Diligently attend to all the ways, wherein God 
has encouraged you to expect His guidance, .-. '. 
Search the ſcriptures frequently, and meditate there-< 
in day and night., If your bibles.are a neglected book, 
you will be little thechetter for the perfection of the 
rule. And tho? God has made His will there ſuffici- 
ently plain, He has wiſely left ſuch difficulties, as make 
pains and application neceſſary to ſucceſsful enquiries. 
My. ſon, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my com- 
mandments with thee; ſo that thou incline thine ear unto. 
 wi/dom, and apply thine heart unto underſtanding ; if tbeu 
ſeeleſt ber as fil ver, and fearcheſ# for her, as for hid trea- 
Sure, then ſhalt thou underfland the fear of the Lord, and 
find the knowledge of God, Prov. ii. 1, c. It will be 
your wiſdom to put yourſelves betimes undes the care 
of ſome faithful ſpiritual guide. Not to allow any man 
to be lord of your faith, or to direct your conſcience 
blindfold. No, ever uſe the noble caution of the Be- 
reans, to ſearch the ſcriptures diligently, whether that aubich 
vbey ſay, either in the pulpit or out of it, Ze. fo, Ads 
XVI. 14. Truſt no man to ſee ſor you, ſince no man can. 
auſwer for you at the laſt day: . Nor follow — 2 - 


vidence, that you may diſcover what God is now cal- 
ling you out to, and may 
duty whitherſoever he leads 2 | 
3. Carefully maintai 
light 


| imagine yourſelves to be 
to be poſſeſſed of ſuch a ſufficiency as leaves no room 


the nature ef the thing 

miſe of Ged. Good and aprigbe is the Lord : Therefere 
ill be teach finners in the 
in judoment, aud the meek 
| XXV. 9. | 


expects (and molt reaſonably) 


Pal. exix. 5. Apply to Him with that plea 
| perilovs fate. Jan 4 


own Underſtanding 
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' Farther than he follows Chriſt.” But deſire the aſſiſtance 


of ſome faichful miniſter in your enquiries, as one of 


Chriſt's appointed ways to furniſh you with the light 
| hecehiaty to your judging for yourſelves. Liſten to 
every good motion within your own breaſts : Try it 

by the word of God; and if it be agreeab 


le to that, 
you may conclude it to be a kind hint from the good 
fpirit of Ged. And obſerve the ſteps of divine pro» 


follow Him in ſeaſonable 


n a frame of ſoul ever open to 


Ze of a teachable and tractable ſpirit. Never 
grown too wiſe to learn, or 


for improvement. Remember the ftate you are in, 
how liable to miſtake; and that as long as you conti- 
nue upon earth, you will not have already attained, or 
be already perſect. Self-conceit is one of the greateſt 


Impediments ia the world to a good direction; both in 


„ and with reſpec to the pro- 


| away. The meek aii He guide 
— He teach His way, Pam 


4 join earneſt prayer to God for His guidance. He 
to be enquired of for fo 
reat a bleſſing. Let it be the. habitual defire of your 
i, O that my heart were direfted to keep thy flatutes ! 
from your 
ia the earth : hide not 
thy commandments fi om me, ver. 19. And from a ſenſe 


of your need of inward: direction, be ſolicitous that 


He would zo take His holy ſpirit from you, Pſalm li. 11. 
Prayer is one of the eftabhſhed terms of his promiſe. 
T raft in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not to thing 
0 tn all. o 4 ack E Him, 
and He all rect thy pat bs, Prov. iii. 5, 6. But ever 
remember to pray for all in the name of Jeſus Chrif, 
John xiv. 13. who as He was ſeat from God to ſhew 
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you the way of ſalvation, is now with God to offer up 

incenſe. with your prayers, and make them ſucceſsful. - 
5.  Conſcientiouſly follow His conduct, as far as you 

can diſcern it. There is no direction of greater im- 


portance than this, That you keep the way of God, 
as far as He hath ſhewn it you. Why ſhould he throw 


away his light and guidance upon thoſe who habitual- 
ly neglect it, and make no good uſe of it? But if you 


honeſtly endeavour an anſwerable practice to the de- 


grees of knowledge you have; to live up to your light, 
you may be ſure of more, as far as it ſhall be neceſ- 
ſary. JF any man will do his will, he ſhall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of . God, or whether I ſpeak of. 


myſelf, John vii. 17. 


III 


1. The reaſon· upou which God here claims to be the 


: — of their youth, as He was their Father, plainly 
ſuppoſes the obligation which young people lie under 
to be guided by their parents in lawful things. He 


argues upon this as allowed by all to be a juſt conſe- 
quence from that relation; as in another place, 4 /on 
honoureth his father, and a ſervant his maſter : If iben 
be a father, where is mine honour ? And if I be A maſter, 
ewhere is my fear? Mal. i. 6. Sohere, if you own me 
for your father, you muſt own me for the guide of your 
youth. Whereby you may plainly callect rag duty you 
owe to your heavenly father. But yon e do conſider 


them as pointed put to be your priscipal guides under 


Him, by the relation to them in which'He has placed 
you. Becauſe they are your parents,” they are to be 

uides of your youth. If therefore you ſhould ſuf- 
Er yourſelves to flight their inſtructions, to treat them 
with diſreſpect, to neglect their advice, or even to act 
independently without it in matters of conſequence, you 


may be ſure you are going out of God's way, and will 


at one time or other nd the 


guilt of it to ſit heavy upon 
2. If young perſons have ſo much reaſon to apply 
to God as their father and guide, it mult certainly be 
high time for thoſe advanced in years to ariſe and re- 

5 turn 
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farther than he follows Chriſt. But deſire the aſſiſtance 
of ſome faithful miniſter in your enquiries, as one of 
Chrift's appoiated ways to furniſh you with the light 
necefary to your judging for yourſelves. Liſten to 
every good motion within your own breaſts: Try it 
by the word of God; and if it be agreeable to that, 
you may conclude it to be a kind hint from the good 
ſpirit of God. And obſerve the ſteps of divine pro- 
vidence, that you may diſcover what God ts now cal- 
ling you out to, and may follow Him in ſeaſonable 
duty whitherſoever he leads you. ö 
3. Carefully maintain a frame of ſoul ever open to 
light, Be of a teachable and tractable ſpirit. Never 
imagine yourſelves to be grown too wiſe to learn, or 
to be poſſeſſed of ſuch a ſufficiency as leaves no room 
for improvement. Remember the ftate you are in, 
how liable to miſtake ; and that as long as you conti- 
nue upon earth, you will not have already attained, or 
de already perfect. Self-conceit is one of the greateſt 
impediments in the world to a good direction; both in 
the nature of the thing, and with reſpect to the pro- 
miſe of God. Good and uprigbe is the Lord : Tbereſire 
a oill be teach finners in the way. The meek will He guide 
in judgment, and the meek will He teach His way, Pialm 
xv. 8, 9. e . 

4 join earneſt prayer to God for His guidance. He 
expects (and molt reaſonably) to be enquired of for fo 
reat a bleſſing. Let it be the habitual defire of your 
Poul, O that my heart were directed to keep thy flatutes 
Pal. exix. 5. Apply to Him with that plea from your 
perilous late. / am a ffranger in the earth : hide not 
thy commandments fiom me, ver. 19. And from aſenſe 

of your need of inward: direction, be folicitous that 
He would vet take His holy ſpirit from you, Pſalm li. 11. 
Prayer is one of the eſtabhſhed terms of his promiſe. 
Treft in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not to thing 
own Underflanding. In all thy ways acinowledge Him, 
and He ſhall direct thy paths, Prov. iii. 5, 6 But ever 
remember to pray for all in the name of 7e/us Chrif, 
John xiv. 13. who as He was feat from God to ſhew 
| "yu 
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you the way of ſalvation, is now with God to offer up 
incenſe with your prayers, and make them ſucceſsful. 
5. Conſcientiouſly follow His conduct, as far as you 


can diſcern it. There is no direction of greater im- 
portance than this, That you keep the way of God, 


as far as He hath ſhewn it you. Why ſhould he throw 
away his light and guidance upon thoſe who habitual- 
ly neglect it, and make no good uſe of it? But if you 


honeſtly endeavour an anſwerable practice to the de- 
grees of knowledge you have; to live up to your light, 
you may be ſure of more, as far as it ſhall be neceſ- 


ſary. JF any man will do his auill, he ſhall know of the 


doctrine, whether it be of . God, or «vhether 1 ſpeal of 
myſelf, John vii. 17. ; 2 


J ſhall conclude all with two inferences. EIS 
1. The reaſon-upon which God here claims to be the 


. you of their youth, as He was their Father, plainly 
ſuppoſes the obligation which young people lie under 
to be guided by their parents in lawful things. He 
argues upon this as allowed by all to be a juſt conſe - 


quence from that relation; as in another place, 4 /on 


 honoureth his father, and a ſervant his maſter : If then I 
be a father, where is mine honour ? And i I be à maſter, 
_ ewhere is my fear? Mal. i. 6. So here, if you own me 


for your father, you muſt own me for the guide of your 


youth. Whereby you may plainly collect the duty you 


owe to your heavenly father. But yoware*to conſider 


them as pointed but to be your principal guides under 


Him, by the relation to them in which He has placed 


you. Becauſe they are your parents,” they are to be 


guides of your youth. If therefore you ſhould ſuf- 
* yourſelves to {light their inſtructions, to treat them 


with diſreſpect, to negle their advice, or even to act 


independently without it in matters of conſequence, you 
may be ſure you are going out of God's way, and will 
at one time or other find the guilt of it to fit heavy upon 
your conſciences. 


\ 


2. If young perſons have ſo much reaſon to apply 


to God as their father and guide, it mutt certainly be 


high time for thoſe advanced in years to ariſe and re- 
| turn 
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turn to their father. If you have far in life 
without committing. yourſelves to Ht conduct; it is a 
wonder of mercy that He has. not fuffered pou to ruin 
yourſelves utterly and wrecoverably before now; that 
you are yet in the way, and under a poſhbility of e&f- 
caping deſtrudtion. You are in far more danger of a 
final miſcarriage when you have been miſted ſo long. 
If yet you wil allow yourſelves to think, you muſt per- 
ceive, that none can gnide you to heaven but your 
| heavenly father. There i ftill hope, that He will re- 
Ceive you under his conduct, if from this day you will 
renounce the falſe guides which have led you captive, 
and yield yourſelves to the Lord. Be perfuaded then, 
while you are yet by the way, to cry to God as for your 
lives, that He will put you among His children, and 
Huck you as brands ont of the burning, -— 


SERM, 
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The peculiar Obligations to ſerious 
Piety upon the Children of good 


Parents. 


Biba: DR” » * a — * . * * * 28 * ms i | — 


1CuRoNn. XXVIII. 
The former part of Ver. 9. 


And thou Solomon, my Son, know thou the 


God of thy Father. 


X HE main body of good men, in almoſt 
; PERS every age, confiſts of the deſcendents of 

NI Wy thoſe who ſerved God and their generation 
NX. of faithfully before them. There are indeed 
always too many melancholy inftances of 
the poſterity of ſuch, who degenerate from the religion 


and virtues of their parents; and on the other hand, 


there are ſome examples made of addition to the church 


of God out of profane and jrreligious families: But 


the children of good parents make up the greateſt-par 
of God's peculiar n And r the rikog 
hopes of every age for ferious piety, are the your: 

branches fpringing up from a good ſtock, As dels 
are numerous and promiſing, or few, and in a deelin- 
ing ſtate; ſo the rational expectation of thoſe, who 
have the cauſe of God at heart, muſt either riſe or fall. 
The moſt vĩgorous endeavours ſhould then in 


24. pe peculiar Obligations SkRM. II. 
be uſed, for fixing the offspring of good men in 
wiſdom's ways,” by all fuch as deſire that religion 
ſhould live and flouriſh, when themſelves are dead and 

one. _ 

Tube. care of this is eminently incumbent upon every 

head of a family; who, like faithful Abrabam, ſhould 
cemmand his children and his heufhold after him, to keep 
the way of the Lord, and to do juſtice and judgment, Gen. 
Xviit. 19. And it is the part of every good miniſter | 
:of the goſpel], to ſecond ſuch. parental endeavours, as 
he has opportunity, by conſulting the benefit of the 
lambs of the flock, as well as of thoſe arrived to ma- 
My peculiar buſineſs this day is with ſuch. Thave 
reaſon to believe, that moſt of this aſſembly, as they 

are of the younger ſort, ſo are alſo the: offspring of 
good people: And upon that account have choſen to 
treat with you upon that head in the text, which king 
David uſes with Sclcmon to recommend religion to 
im, and which I hope your own 2 haye uſed 
with you, before I make this addreſss. 
We have here the words of a great prince, when 
he was in near proſpe& of his own removal out of the 
world; ſpoken to the heir apparent ef his crown, 
whom God had marked out in an extraordinary man- 
ner from among all his children to ſucceed him: To 
his ſon, now grown up to maturity, and yet not above 
advice and admonition: To a fon of great endow- 
ments and Capacity, yet not too wiſe to hear the in- 
ſtruction of a father: To a ſon, who had hitherto 
been very towardly, and gave great. hopes that he 
would anſwer expectation. So much is intimated in 
ver. 7 where David relates God's promiſe to ai 
Solomon's Ling dom, if be was conflant in deing his com- 
manaments and his judgments, as (lays he) at this gay : 
3. e. if he ſhould continue to behave well, as he hath 

done hitherto. . 
This was not only advice given him in private, tho? 
without doubt David had not been wanting in that; 
but he delivers this charge in a very ſolemn 21 

; ore 
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before a convention of the ſtates and great men of his 
kingdom ; as you may perceive by a review of the be- 
ginning of the chapter. Indeed public and private 
applications ſhould be made to young people, about 
their belt intereſts. : _ 
David, like a pious prince, had juſt before left his 
ſcrious counſels to his people in general. Now in the 
get of all Iſrael ihe con; regation of the Lord, and in rhe 
audience of our God, (in this public and this folemn 
manner, I obteſt you all,) Keep and ſect for all the com- 
mandments of the Lord ycur God, that ye may foſſeſs this 2094 
land, and leave it for an inheritance for your children afier 
eu for ever. ver, 8. From them he turns to his {on, 
who was his own and his peoples riſing hope. And 1/5 
Solomon my /en, knew the the God of thy father, and 
ſerve him with a [erfed heart and with a avilling mind. 
Thou Solomon yen. With the authority of a ta- 
ther | command thee; with the affection of a father 1 
recommend this to thee as the beſt and wiſeſt courſe, 
to know and ſerve the Cod of thy father. 1 
Krowing Gut, in the language of ſcripture, gene- 
rally ſignites rot only a notional or ſpeculative ac- 
quair.tar.ce with Him, but the practical acknow'eds- 
ment of Him by fear and love, and all that religious 
regard for Him which the knoy ledge of Gol leads and 
engages to, In that ſenſe we mu underi and it here: 
And 10 the following wcres explain it; Aud ſerve 51a 
avith a terſe heart and a willing mind, Our knowledge 
of Him, and inward regard for Him, muſt be expꝛeſſe 1 
by a careful attendance upon His worthip, and obedi- 
ct. ce to His will. And this not cnly in ſore parti- 
cular inftances, but univerſally end entirely avi:5 a 
gerſecꝭ heart ; net ſerving Him and 1dcl> too; not obey - 
ing Him at cur own di:cietior, tut without rcſe; ve, 
and with a willing mini; ſerving Him upon a <elibe- 
rate and free choice, ard not merely upon confſr.int, 
or to ingratiate ourſelves with men; but sth. e Who 
| heartily like His ſervice, and chezrfully make it our 
| buſineſs. Real and ſincere religion is the hing recom- 
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mended by David to Solomon; and I ſhall not need to 
be more particular in explaining of it now. 


But that which I would principally inſiſt upon from 
this paſſage, is the character under which David de- 
ſcribes God, when he preſſes his ſon to a religious re- 
gard for Him. The Ged cf thy father. Wherein he 
_ plainly deſigns to propoſe to him a ſtrong and engaging 


motive to diſpoſe him to continue in the fear and ſer- 
vice of God ; becauſe He was the God of his father. 


And this is a conſideration, which not only carried 


weight with it to Solomon, tho' it might have ſome 


| ſpecial emphaſis in his caſe ; but is fit to be laid to 
heart by all others who have had the happineſs 
of good parents. And accordingly my preſent dif- 


courſe ſhall be upon this argument, 


That the children of good parents are under peculiar en- 


ęgagements to ſerious religion, from God's having been the 
Ged of their parents. J Ce Sep 


In the proſecution of which, I ſhall ff enquire, 


what may be ſuppoſed to be included in the confide= 


ration which David urges. Sccondly, offer ſomething 


for the ſtating the obligation reſulting from it. And, 


T hiraly, ſhew the force and moment of this obligation. 


I. I ſhall enquire into the impert of that conſidera- 
tion which David urges to his ſon; The God of thy 
ed to 


father. And 1 think he may naturally be ſuppo 


ſuggeſt to Solomon's thoughts three things therein. 
1. The covenant-relation, in which Solomon ſtood to 
God, as he was the child of a parent in covenant. 


Remember (as if he had ſaid) He is the God bf thy 


„ father, and therefore alſo thy God, unleſs thou 
\** ſhouldſt fooliſhly exclude thyſelf.” For this was the 
tenaur of the covenant made with their anceſtor Abra- 
ham, to be a Gcd to him and to his ſeed after bim, Gen. 
xvii. 7. And leſt this ſhould be thought a perſonal de- 
claration relating to Abraham only, God declares it to 

be a covenant eftablifſhed between Himſelf and Abraham, 
5 and. 
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and his feed after him in their generations: and in token 
of it, immediately grafts an inſtitution upon it, that 
of circumciſion, to be continued among his poſterity, 
while they ſhould remain God's peculiar people. By 
this ſolemn rite they were to be dedicated to God, as 
thoſe whom he received into His covenant. By which 

it was plainly intimated, that.that was a general pro- 
miſe belonging to the faithful and their ſeed from age 
to age. And herein Abraham was the father of the 

faithful under the goſpel-diſpenſation too; for he pro- 
miſe is ſtill to them that believe, and their children. Acts 


Ii. 38, 39. I cannot but apprehend it moſt natural to 


ſuppoſe the Apoſtle there to mean by the promi/e, that 
of the remiſſion 4 ens, and the gift of the Hely Ghoſt, 
which he had ſpoken of juſt * : and by the gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt, not his miraculous gifts, but His gra- 
eious aſſiſtances common to all chriſtians; becauſe the 
Apoſtle declares that this promiſe he means belongs to 


as many as the Lord our God ſhall call; which was not 


true of the extraordinary gifts of the ſpirit, but of his 
acious aſſiſtances. Now this promiſe He declares to 
ſtill the privilege of the chriſtian church, whether 
_ eonfiſting of Jews or Gentiles, and of their children; 
as it was formerly pronounced of Abraham and his feed, 
when the viſible church was confined within his poſte- 
rity. And as God appointed upon the foundation of 
this covenant with him and his feed, that they ſhould 
_ thereupon. be dedicated to him by the ordinance of cir- 
cumciſion; ſo the Apoſtle gives this promiſe to us 
and our children as the reaſon for chriſtian baptiſm. 
The children of good parents, under the old and 
new teſtament, are ſo in covenant with God, as other 
children are not. They are in a fairer way to ſhare 
in the bleſſings of it, and have more direct aſſurances 
of the aids and motions of the holy ſpirit from the 
dawnings of their reaſon. Others are to be brought 
into Chriſt's family; they arè born in it, and already 
belong to it, till they caſt themſelves out. In conſequence 
of this, good parents have dedicated them to God. 
Sa Solomen had been. And ſo are the children of pious: 


D 2 parents 
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Parents now, generally by baptiſm ; or where there is 
a different apprehenſion about the ſubject of that, yet 
{cruple of doing it by baptiſm. = 
father had given to Sclamon, may be farther ſuggeſted. 
God, in the knowledge and fear of whom J have 
«<« endeavoured to jnftruct thee, according to the duty 
of a parent: The God, for whom! thy father have 


«« educatcd thee.” And no doubt a man of David's 


rational and prudent meaſures to acquaint his children, 
as their Capacities were enlarging, with the ſeveral 


love and fear and ſerve Him. He that reſolved to au 


be ſare would not neglect this principal duty of the 
head of a family, to endeavour that be and his houſe 


pains, and as the ſtrong biaſs of natural affection muſt. 
carry him to promote their welfare in the moſt import- 


of a nurſery, which were like to prove uſeſul or per- 
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good people will make conſcience of ſeriouſ] y devoting 
them to God in another way, tho? they ſhould have a 


* 


2. The religious education, which David as a good 


in this expreflion. As if he had ſaid; He 15 the 


piety had been conſcientious in this matter, to uſe all 


branches of the will of God, and their obligations to 


«vithin his bouſe auith a perfect heart, Pal. ci. 2. we may 


mizht ſerve the Lord, Joſh. xxiv 15. He was not inſen- 
{ible of his duty to God in this matter, from the very 
bonds of nature, the frequent commands of this kind 
delivered in the law, and from the dedication he had 

made of his children to God. He knew what he ow'd 
to his children themſelves, as they needed his care and 


ant concern. He knew he owed it to the church of 
God and to the community, to take the utmoſt care 


LIcious members of either, as their minds and manners 
were formed. He could haye little hope without this, 
that they would prove comforts to himſelf. And the 
tike reaſons muſi have an influence upon good parents 
in all ages, to excite their zeal and diligence in train- 
ing up their poſſerity fo; God. 

3 The experience, which David had had of tl. 
gcodneſs of God, and of his ſervice, may be compriz- 
ed alſo in this character, wherein he repreſents God 

| | to 
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to his ſon. When we find God deſeribed either in 

omiſes or declarations as the God of any, it always 
ignifies in ſcripture his being a ſignal benefactor o 
them. As when he is ſtiled the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Iſaac and Facoeb; the apoſtle intimate, 
that he would have been aſhamed to be called their Goa, 


would have judged it unworthy of himſelf to expreſs: 
fo peculiar a relation to them, if he gave them no 
5 1 happineſs; but he was not aſhamed to be 


called their God : for he had prepared for them a city. 


Heb. xi. 16. So David here puts Salomon in mind, : 
ao gracious God had been to himſelf : * He has been 
the God of thy father; my benefaQor all my days; 


who has led me from my youth up, delive:cd me 
© out of the hands of thoſe who ſought my life, cover-- 
© ed my head in the day of battle,. raiſed me to this: 
high dignity, and ſupported me in it unto this Day. I 


much as turning aſide to folly.. Now my ſon, hear 
thy father's teſtimony, in whoſe welfare thou haſt 
© reaſon to bear a part, in whoſe grandeur and dig-- 
nity thou art like to ſacceed, and whoſe preſervations 
— mercies thou art like to reap the fruits of. Thy 
op Friend, and thy father's friend forget not. Ex- 
pect to find him as gracious to thee, as I have found: 
© him to me, if thou walkeft in His ways.“ In ver. 7. 
David declares that God had expreſly promiſed this 
concerning Selomen: And the like argument may every 
good parent uſe with his children; even the meaneſt 
_ chriſtian, who may recolle&t innumerable Inſtances: 
of divine goodneſs, not only to affect his own Heart, 
bat fit to impreſs the minds of his deſcendents too.. 


II. I proceed to offer ſome things, which I think. 
needful to be ſuggeſted, for - ſtating the obligation 
which ariſes from ſuch an argament. © 

1. We are not to apprehend, that children are bound: 


to be of the religion of their parents, merely for that 


reaſon, becauſe it was their parents religion. It does: 


7» 


have found his ſervice pleaſant, the paths of. obedi-- 
.ence ſafe and ſatisfying ; and nothing has coſt me ſo: 
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by no means follow, that God muſt be my God, be- 
cauſe he was the God, that my father ſerved, unleſs 
my father ſerved the true God. 5 

Thoſe, who have had the worſt of parents, are under 
neceſſary obligations to religion notwithſtanding that: 
And, though they have been at firſt miſled by a bad 
Education, will juſtly be condemned by God when they 
grow up, if they neglect the uſe of other means, 
which providence then furniſhes them with, to ſet 
them right. As long as ſuch children continue 1n 
their minority, and entirely under the ill influence of 
their miſleading parents; no doubt what they do amiſs 
under that influence will mainly be charged upon their 
parents, and their invincible ignorance will not be 
imputed to them by a gracious God. But if he ſpares 
them, to come within the reach of better. inilruction, 
and to a capacity of judging for themſelves, and yet 
they continue ſtill to purſue the evil courſes into which 
their parents led them at firſt : In this caſe, it is cer- 
tain, that ſuch young people will be accountable for 
their own ſouls, and their evil parents will be account- 
ahle alſo for all that they did towards miſleading their 
children, as well as ruining their own fouls. God 
often warns poſterity not to imitate their wicked an- 
_ ceſtors. Exel. xx .18. I ſaid unto their children 

in the wilderneſs, Walk ye not in the flatufes of your fe 
 thers, neither obſerue their judgments, nor defile your ſelves 
- ewith their idols. And Zech. 1. 4. Be ye not as your 
Fathers, + „ 5 
Nor ought we to follow even good parents in their 
ſentiments or practices, farther than they are good. 
As miniſters, ſo parents, who lay a good foundation, 
may build upon this foundation, bay and flubble, as well 
as gold, filver, and precious flones, 1 Cor. in. 12. How- 
over weil they may deſign, it is paſt all diſpute that 
they are all but fallible: And. though they may have 
endeavour'd to ſhew. us the way of God. with all ſince- 
rity; yet as we cannot think they have done it per 
fectly, ſo it is no reflection to ſuppoſe that in ſome 
things they may have auſled us. Now we are to * 

, 
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them only as far as they follow Chriſ, 1 Cor. xi. 1. We 
may differ from excellent parents in many leſſer things, 
as well as from other people, when we grow up; and 
yet equally go in the ſure way to heaven. God may 
give us better means of inſtruction, than He did to 
them, as to ſome particular truths and duties ; and we 
are ever oblig'd to follow light and conviction, who- 
ever may ju N to be of another mind. In this ſenſe 
we are to call na man father upon earth; that is, in op- 
poſition to the authority of our Father ⁊ubich is in hea- 


ven, Mat. xxiii. 9. We muſt Arow and acknowledge no 


man after the fleſb, how good, how great, how nearly 
related ſoever he may be, in competition with the mind 
and will of Chriſt. And therefore we ſhould be very 
cautious of cenſuring people for ſome change of ſenti- 
ments or practice from their good parents, as long as 
they appear to keep to the main deſign of a pious edu- 
cation: For then we are bound in charity to believe, 
that they as conſcientiouſly follow their light, as their 
parents followed theirs, though herein they ſhould 
differ both from them and from us too. 8 
Conſequently every man, as he values his ſoul, is 
bound, as he grows up in the uſe of reaſon, to apply 
himſelf to enquire into the inſtructions he has received 
from his parents in matters of religion. Indeed a good 
education lies principally in this, in endeavouring to 
call children off from ſuffering themſelves to be go- 
verned by their Appetites and Paſſions, to conſult their 
reaſon and the directions of God in ſcripture. The 
beſt part of a good education, is, when a perſon /rom 
@ Child is brought to know the holy ſcriptures, 2 Tim. 
iti. 15. Now as we grow up, our buſineſs is to attend 
to this rule honeſtly and impartially, praying to the 
father of lights for light and direction, and 4. 5 
what our parents have taught us, as well as ever 
thing elſe, to be judged of by thrs rule. And upon 
conviction of any thing contrary to the divine law, to 
the reaſon of things, and the diQates of holy ſcripture ; 
though we ſhould have learnt it from the wiſeſt and 
| beſt parent in the world, yea if we had received it af 
an 
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an angel from heaven, we are obliged as the ſervants 
of Chrift to abandon it. Nothing can carry greater: 
evidence with it than this: For though the inſtra&ion 
ſhould happen to he right which has been given me, 


Fcannot know it to be ſo without examination: And 


E cannot be ſaved by following my parents perfuafion 
or example blindfold, tho? that mould ha Ln to be 
right; becauſe God has given me myſelf reaſonable. 
powers, and commands me to uſe them for ſearching 
the ſcriptures; as a common rule both to my parents 
We ſhould be able to give a better reafon for the 
beſt principles or practices, than this, that our parents 
taught us ſo. For we ſhould be ready to give a reaſon 
(to ourſelves and others too) of the hope that is in ue, 
1 Pet. iii. 15. And certainly that ſhould be a better 
reaſon, than that ſuch was the opinion of our fallible 
parents. What argument will that carry with it to 
any other man? A Heathen, a Mahometan, a Papiſt, 
might give the ſame reaſon for his principles. And 
if 1t be pretended of any weight in our caſe to juſtify 
our ſentiments, it muſt be allowed of equal weight 
the quite contrary way: And every man muſt be bli- 
to continue to think and act juſt as his education 
iaſſed him, whether right or wrong. But it is an un- 
ſpeakable ſcandal upon chriſtianity and proteſtant prin- 
ciples, for any who profeſs them to act in this manner 
either through bigotry or ſloth. Our religion will 
bear examination, it allows, it requires enquiry. And 
in truth they caft contempt upon God and their own: 
ſouls and the religion they profefs, who take it upon 
truſt from their parents or their miniſters, or any ſingle 
man or body of men in the world. I cannot help 
thinking, that even error fallen into by a man who 
conſcientiouſly and habitually endeavours himſclf to 
enquire after truth and duty out of the word of God, 
is leſs offenirve to God, than the poſſeſſion of the trueſt 
notions in the world by chance, while rational en- 
quiry is ſuppreſs'd or neglected. Chriſtianity (as all. 
wiſe inſtttutions ever did) preſcribes education as a very 
| | proper 
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proper help to the knowledge of religion; but it re- 
quires us, as reaſon ripens, fo carefully to examine all 
ourſelves by the rule, as to be able to account for what 
we believe and practice from thence, though we ſhould 
lay aſide the argumentof education. To cloſe this whole 
matter; thofe, who in fact have been bleſſed with the 
righteſt inſtructions, ſhould be able, when they come to 
the uſe of reaſon, to ſay to their parents, as the Sama- 
_ ri/ans did to the woman of their Town, who firſt led 
them to Chriſt ; Now ve believe, not becauſe of thy ſay- 


ing; for we have heard him ourſelves, and know that 


this is indeed the Chriſt, the Saviour of the world, John 
1. 42. | I - | „ 8 


And now having offered on the one hand what I 
thought neceſſary to prevent miſtakes upon this head, 
of the obligation reſulting from education; I would 
_ obſerve on the other hand, that DL, 
2. The meaning is, that the children of good parents 
are under ſpecial engagements to real, early and emi- 
2 piety and goodneſs, beyond what others are. 

n 5 1 5 

It may very reaſonably be expected from them, that 
the main ſcope of their education ſhould take effect. 
Though they are not confined from a liberty of enqui- 
ry, and may ſee good reaſon for a change in ſome 
more obſcure and diſputable matters; yet it may well 
be hoped, that their minds will be formed to practical 
religion, and to the conſcientious exerciſe of thoſe 
graces and virtues which are without controverſy good 
and Godlike, and which there can be no pretence 
againſt but from the corruption of nature: That the 
fear of God, a hatred of fin, and a deſign for heaven, 
ſhould be fix d in their minds. And without doubt 
pious parents will be mainly ſolicitous about theſe 
things in their children, much more than about their 
agreement with themſelves in particular forms and 
matters of leſs importance. Indeed while they appre- 
hend themſelves in the right, they cannot but have 
ſome defire that their children may be of the ſame 
mind with them even in leſſer matters. But they tos: 
vail 
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wail as it were in birth again, that Chriſt may be formed 
in them, that they may be ſincere and approved by God, 
and that they and theirs may meet in heaven. And as 
this is the thing they mainly deſire of their children; 
ſo good parents, and all good people who know them, 
upon juſt grounds hope for it. 1 
And that they ſhould grow up into the habitual 
practice of virtue and goodneſs ; that as they have eſ- 
caped the infelicity, which ſo many in the world hare 
had, of being corrupted. from their early days by the ill 
influence and example of their wicked parents; ſo 
they ſhould flee youthful luſts, and grow up before 1he 
| Lord, as it is ſaid of Samuel, 1 Sam. ii. 21. Without 
thoſe remarkable ſtains in their character, which have 
ſullied the youthful time of many others, who have 
been at laſt recovered out of bad Families 
And having made ſo early a beginning in wiſdom's 
ways, if they are thus fixed in practical religion, a 
greater eminency and progreſs in all the parts of it 
may juſtly be look'd for from them: That their profi- 
_ ciency in goodneſs ſhould bear a proportion to their 
longer continuance in the ſchool of Chriſt ; and that 
they ſhould not ſuffer themſelves to be outſtrip'd by. 
thoſe who begin to mind religion and their ſouls long 
after them. L e 
Such a continuance in the things they have learned, the 
children of wiſe and good parencs are certainly obliged 
to, 2 Tim. iii. 14, 15. | 4 
And as to other points relating to religion, which 
may not be ſo indiſputable as theſe I have mentioned, 
they are under a clear obligation to begin betimes to 
be. inquiſitive about them; to ſearch the ſcriptures di - 
ligently, which their parents put into their hands; to 
bring their ſentiments and practice in all matters as 
near as they can to that ſtandard; *'Tis not preſumed 
without a foundation, that thoſe who are taught be- 
times to count that ſacred book their rule, ſhould be- 
gin to make uſe of it as ſuch, ſooner than others ;. 
and that the more frequent advices they receive about. 


their ſoals, ſhould awaken to an earlier concern to 


learn the mind and will of God from. thence. 1 
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And certainly I may fairly add, that their education 
obliges them not haſtily and raſhly to quit any of the 
particular ſentiments or principles, which they have 
received from their parents, without impartial enquiry, 
and a fincere conviction that their parents were in the 
wrong in thoſe matters. Though they may, without 
going off from the principal deſign of a pious educa- 
tion, alter their mind and practice in ſeveral particu- 
lars upon enquiry ; yea it is a part of their goodneſs 
to make ſuch alteration, as far as they verily believe 
it to be the mind of Chriſt, that they ſhould do ſo: 

Vet it is as certain, that they ought not to recede from 
any principles, in which they were educated, merely 
upon temporal hopes or fears; becauſe they find upon 
growing up into the world, that ſuch ſentiments or 

Practices are notfaſhionable, or have not the majority 
on their fide; or becauſe the avowing of them may in- 
terfere with their worldly intereſt, or expoſe them to 
contempt or cenſure or ſuffering from men. Nothing 
but an upright conviction will juſtify a change in any 
of their ſentiments or practices. „%% ᷑ Got 


The obligation being thus ſtated, I proceed, 


III. To ſhew the force and moment of the engage- 
ments to religion, which lye upon the children of ho- 
ly parents: Or how reaſonable and neceſſary it is, 


that they ſhould know and ſerve the God of their pa- 
rents. | | Ee Ms 


1. They have ſingular advantages for Religion be- 
yond others, and therefore are under ftronger bonds. 
For every advantage for the knowledge or performance 

of our duty, lays us under additional engagements to 
it: And the obligation riſes in proportion to the great- 
| neſs of the advantage. As children of the covenant, 
Acts iii. 25. God orders it ſo in the courſe of provi- 
dence, that they are fir, earlieſt, and moſt directly 
in the way of His Sling, and partakers of the means 
whereby they may obtain it. A religious education 
is indeed the moſt probable means of all others, for 


diſpo- 


| - 
| 
| 
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| 
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diſpoſing men to ſerious godlineſs. It has not only, 


in common with others, the charaQer of a divine in- 
ſtitution for that purpoſe, which gives reaſon to hope 


for ſucceſs, Prov. xxii. 6. Train up @ child in the way 


be ſhould go : and when he is old, he will not depart from 


it. But in its own nature it gives the faireſt proſpect 
of prevailing. When people come early under in- 


ſtructions, their minds are more ſoft and ready to re- 
ceive impreſſions ; and at the ſame time thoſe impreſ- 


fions are not ſo likely to wear off as thoſe made in more 
advanced years. Their conſciences are engaged on 
religion's ſide; ſo that for certain they cannot give it 
up without conſiderable difficulty, They are accuf- 
tomed to religious exerciics from their beginning to 
know the world, by their parents performing them in 

their families, and taking care that they attend publick 


ordinances; which takes off a great deal of that un- 


couthneſs in the means of religion, which other peo- 
le feel; theſe having been exerciſes frequent and 

uſual to ſuch as are grown up under good parents. 
They are prepared by the private and plainer inftruc- 


tions they receive at home, to underſtand better, and 


receive benefit by thoſe given them in publick. They 
have eſpecially the powerful engagement of a good ex- 
ample near them, and generally preſent with them, 


to attract them to imitation, "They are uſually intro- 


| duced into a good ſort of company by the care and 
choice of their parents; which is a thing of moſt be- 


neficial tendency to all, and eſpecially to young peo- 


ple. And the biaſs of ſhame (which has no ſmall in- 

| Mr is ſet the right way. While others, if they 
are in the courſe of providence awakened to any ſeri- 
ous thoughts, find it a hard matter to run againſt the 
ſtream of their friends and relations, and are aſhamed 
to purſue their convictions for fear of the imputation 
of ſingularity ; the children of good parents have this 
| biaſs the other way; they may well bluſh to think of 
running into an exceſs of riot, contrary to the character 


of their pious relations and friends and intimates hi- 


therto. They have theſe and many more eminent 


helps 
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helps to promote their beſt intereſts, and engage them 
in heaven's way. And beſide all theſe, they have had 
many fervent prayers put up for them, which will cer- 
tainly avail much, unleſs they counter- act them, and 
prevent a 4 anſwer by negleQing their own. 
prayers and honeſt endeavours in concurrence with 
them. Now certainly religion, to which we are all 
under engagements, ſeparate from theſe conſiderations, 
muſt claim a more peculiar regard from people in ſuch 


cCircumſtances. Hereupon, 3 


2. The revolt of ſuch from God muſt be peculiarly 
criminal, and attended with great aggravations. Their 
fins cannot fail to be againſt knowledge, who have ſo 
_ early been led to the knowledge of their maſter's will. 
Now to him that knoweth to do good, and doth it not, it is 
fin, Jam. iv. 17. Or I may ſay the ſame to ſuch, which 
Chriſt did to the Jesus, If ye were Blind, ye ſhould have 
n2 fin; (i. e. in compariſon) but now ye /ay, We ſee; 
therefore your fin remaineih, John ix. 41. Their offences 
carry in them baſer ingratitude. They have been 


marked out by diſtinguiſhing favours. What the pſal- 


mitt celebrates as the peculiar privilege of the Jew: in 
huis time, in diſtinction from other nations, is a dif- 
ference God makes in favour of the children of good 
parents from thoſe of others. He fbewerh His word 
unto Jacob, His flatutes and judgments unto Iſrael. He 
hath not dealt fo with any nation; and as for his judg- 
ments, they have not known them, Pſalm cxlvii. 19, 20. 
How long has Chriſt ſtood at their doors, and knocked 
for admiſſion ! How often would He have gathered them, 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings! Their 
obſtinacy after all implies the baſeſt diſingenuity. Yea 
their departure from God is a breach of covenant, of 
the reaſonable bonds which their parents dedication 
laid them ander. And it is very ſeldom that perſons 
have grown up from their childhood in good families, 
but they have at one time orother been induced to form 
| ſome good purpoſes and reſolutions themſelves. Now 
if theſe wows of God which are upon them are forgotten 
by themſelves ; yet it will ” remembered by the great 
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God as a heavy aggravation of their fins, that they were 
not /tedfaſt in his covenant, Pſalm Ixxviii. 37. And, ſtill 
more to enhancethe crime, it 15 like to have more perni- 
cious conſequences to thediſhonourof God and religion, 

and the hardening of ſinners in their vicious courſes, 
than the fins of thoſe who were always accuſtomed to do 
evil. Their relinquiſhing of religion, after the tinc- 
ture of it they had received by education, may be 
feared to have a like effect upon others who have made 
no trial at all of it, as the bad report of the ſpies con- 
cerning the land of promiſe had upon the body of the 


Tirfraelites. Now, Wo to the world becauſe of offences; but 


ah to that man by whom the offence cometh, Mat. xviii. 
6. n W J 
3. They muſt be expoſed by their revolt to far great · 
Er TI F 
It may naturally be feared, that they ſhould become 
worſe than others in ſin. When thoſe who have eſca- 
ped the pollutions of the world, are entangled there- 
in and overcome, they ſometimes find it neceſſary for 
ſtifling their conſciences, and ſuppreſſiug their own 
thoughts, to drown themſelves -farther than others in 
ſenſuality. Or they imagine they cannot ſufficiently 
recommend themſelves to their new confederates in fin, 
without running greater lengths than themſelves. 
'They cannot be eſteemed true converts from God and 
ſerious piety after their former appearances, nor ſhake 
off the ſcandal of religion, (as they and their new 
friends efteem it,) till they do ſomething flaming in the 
devil's ſervice. Beſides, when men have quite over 
come thoſe powerful reſtraints from fin which a good 
education furniſhed, there 1s nothing left, which in an 
ordinary way can be ſuppoſed likely to hold them in. 
And what reaſon is there to fear, left God ſhould leave 
them to themſelves to be pillars of ſalt ; that he ſhould 
give them up to ſtrong deluſicns, becauſe they received not the 
truth in the love o it? 2 Theſſ. ii. 10, 11. Thus they 
would become like the nan from whom the unclean ſpirit 
<vas gone out; but to whom he returned with ſeven other 
Spirits more wicked than himſelf, and davelt there; and 10 
the laſt flate of that man is worſe than the firft, 
_ 4 855 Matt. 
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Matt. xii. 43. Ce. And is not this a condition to be 
awfully feared? For, 1 

It gives a great deal of reaſon for apprehenſion, leſt 

they ſhould never be recovered. This is indeed far 

from the thought of young people of ſober education, 
when they begin to make the firſt ſteps towards a re- 

volt; they think they will go but ſo far in compliance 


with a preſent inclination, and that they can return 


at pleaſure. If any one ſhould tell them then what 
lengths they were in danger of running, if they give 
way to the firſt defection, they might be ready to ſay 
with Hazael, Is thy ſervant a dog, that be ſhould do this 
thing? But it is Certain, as I have ſhewn, they run this 
_ riſque ; and by conſequence have a great deal of reaſon 
to fear their revolt ſhould be final, and without reco- 
„ ee WE. 
And then need J tell you of the ſorer miſery in ano- 
ther world they are liable to, than others? Their own 
minds muſt be perpetually employed in ſharper recrimi- 
nations; that when they were not far from the kingdom 
of God, they would not enter in; that they ventured to 
break over all the hedges and fences which God had 
kindly placed in the way of their apoſtacy; that they. 
deſpiſed their day of ſalvation, rebelled againſt the God 
to whoſe ſervice they were dedicated. {lighted the San. 
our by whoſe name they were called, abandoned the 
good ways into which they were entred, and in cicct 
choſe death rather than life. How uncomfortable mult 
the meeting be with their pious parents! when they 


recollect the grief they gave them, that it may be they 


brought their grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave! 
How great their confuſion, when they ſhall find their 
parents warnings verified by the event! when they 
ſhall ſee them on the right hand of Chriſt, and find: 
themſelves on the left ! How ſpeechleſs muſt they be, 
when their. very parents ſhall ſtand up as witneſſes 
_ againſt them, and applaud the righteous ſentence of 
a provoked God! What that ſentence will be, how 
ſevere and terrible, I ſhall leave to their own ſilent re- 
fleions upon that one paſſage: The children of the 
| E 2 kingdom 


- — — — —ä—ä—iäũ— — — 


already in that relation, and oth 
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kingdom fall be caft out into cuter darkneſs ; there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, Matt. viii. 12. 


I would now conclude all with an addreſs to ſeveral 
ſorts yd 1 upon the ſubject which has been before 
us. And, | | „ 

1. I defire to begin with Hans: Many of you are 

ers may ere long come 

into it, and therefore may have reaſon to conũder 
JJ / - A Os 

And certainly it concerns you to ſee in the firſt place, 


that you can be able upon juſt grounds to uſe this plea. 
with your children, that God zs your God. That you 
have heartily conſented to the covenant yourſelves, and 
devoted your all to God with full purpoſe of fidelity 
to Him living and dying. It cannot be expected there 
| ſhould be much vigour in your endeavours to engage 
your children in His ſervice, unleſs you are in earneſt 
reſolv'd for it yourſelves. And on ſuppoſition God 


ſhould ſucceed what you do in yous parental character 


to form your children to true goodneſs, what will it 
avail vou, if after all you ſhould yourſelves be caft- 
._ aways? es : 


But having ſecur'd your own fincere dedication, be 
perſuaded to uſe all the means in your power, even 


from their tender years, to traia them up in the nurture 
and admoniticn of the Lord; to make their deſcent from 


you as advantageous to the intereſts of religion as poſ- 
fibly you can. I have ſuppoſed many things to be 
done by you, in repreſenting the obligation which lies 
upon them to true godlineſs; which | think I cannot 
be miſtaken in ſuppoſing, if you conſcientiouſly endea- 


vour to fill up your relation; as, That you have 


taken pains in their inſtruction, acquainted them 
«« betimes with the holy ſcriptures, endeavoured to in- 


form their conſciences aright, uſed them to the 


«« worſhip cf God in your families, been careful to 
bring them to public inſtruction, ſet blameleſs and 
« recommending examples before them, taken care of 
„% their company, and put up many earneſt 24 * 

— ee ad A * 
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% for them.“ If I am miſtaken in this ſuppoſition, I 
doubt it will be found owing. to your neglect of the 
duty of your relation, and not to my having given 
a falſe draught of the charaQter of a good parent. As 
far as they have not received theſe advantages from you, 
ſo far without doubt you have been defective in your 
duty; and by how much their guilt may be leſſen'd 
this way, you will do. well to conſider whether yours 
will not be proportionably increas'd. oF £2 
But beſides theſe eſſential parts of parental care, I 
beſeech you remember that there is great need of pru- 
dence as well as of zeal in all thoſe who have the 
forming of youth. - Contrive how to convince them, 
that what you inculcate upon them is the will of God 
and not only your own, and that all the authority you 
exerciſe is temper'd with affection, and meant for their 
welfare. Take heed of any unreaſonable ſeverities 
and rigours, which may make your company di{agree- 
able, and prejudice them againft you. Eſpecially .be 
careful that you lay not a ftreſs upon things: wherein 
religion doth not really conſiſt; reftrain them not at 
proper ſeaſons from innocent liberties, which are ſuit- 
ed to their years ; and avoid making the duties of re- 
ligion tireſome and tedious. For want of a few inſtan- 
ces of conduct, many parents who have ated conſcien- 
tiouſly towards their children, have defeated their own 
end, and given their children ſuch prejudices againſt 
true piety, that when once they have gone from under 
their parents eye, they have rather affected to run into 
the greateſt. oppoſition to their education than to 
purſue it. Now though this is without doubt 
greatly the fault of ſuch children; yet parents 
| thould be very watchful againit any imprudences of 
their own, which may be the probable occaſion of 
J : 6 5 
Il would recommend it to you, often to acquaint 
your children with the inſtances of divine favour and 
goodneſs you have received in your lives, and the 
pleaſure you have found in religion. Theſe things are apt 
5 ſtrange- 


e N — 
— — — — — 


holy, a living, and an acce 
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* to affect, and make impreſſions upon young 
minds beyond what we can imagine. This is, I appre- 
bend, the ſenſe of David, as much as any other, in 
calling Solomon to know the God of his father. Leave 
your dying teftimony for God with them, as David 
alſo does here. And often uſe the ſame argument to 
God for them, which you are here directed to uſe for 
God to them. Thus you may hope for ſucceſs, at 


leaſt may be ſure of a reward. 


2. From parents I paſs to thoſe children of good pa- 


rents, who are yet uncorru ted with the groſs pollu- 
tions of the world. WY TOY 


You ought to look u on your preſent condition as 


very advantageous and hopeful; for ſo it certainly is. 


But yet ſuffer the word of exhortation. Conclude it 


not a matter certain from your blameleſs character 
| hitherto, that your father's God is actually become 


yours. He has given you a trial of your own, and 
ſo your ſlate depends upon your perſonal covenanting;. 


ſtanding to the covenant of your fathers. See that 
| this be done by you with all fincerity and deliheration; 


ſolemnly rendering yourſelves tg God in Chriſt for a. 


ptable ſacrifice, which is 
your reaſonable ſervice.. "9 


Take heed of ſullying your character by youthful. 


vices. Be ſenſible of the dangerous world you are in ; 


be not ignorant of Satan's devices for the corruptin 

of youth in particular, the variety of ſnares which 
ſurround you, and the many. finners who are ready 
to entice you. Arm your minds againſt all with a live- 


ly apprehenſion of the ſad conſequences of a defection, 
which have been ſet before you ; by conſidering the 
eye of God as always upon you, and death, judgment, 


and another world as before you. And commit your- 


ſelves daily to the protection and grace of God, who 


is able to kecy you from falling. | 3 

If you happen to diſcover ſome defects in your edu- 
cation, to ſee reaſon for giving up ſome notions you 
were inſtructed in, or to make ſome alteration in your 
practice; be ſure you caſt not away the good with os 
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bad. Cultivate all that was praiſe-worthy in the cha- 
rater of your anceſtors, which will make you the de- 
light of thoſe people, who remember them and 
obſerve you. ith what pleaſure-does St. Paul ſpeak 
of this in Timothy's Caſe! 2 Tim. i, 4, 5.——— 1 may 
be filled with Foy, when I call. to remembrance the unftign- 
ed faith that is in thee; which dwelt fi in thy Grand- 
mother Lois, and thy Mat ber Eunice; and I am perſuad- 
ed that in thee alſo, And endeavour ſtill to advance 
beyond them in every grace and virtue ; and to do your 
_ utmoſt to ſecure a ſeed to ſerve Chriſt in the following 
age, as they did in theirs. S. 
. ] would apply to ſuch children of pious parents, 
as have eminently forſaken the- God. of their fathers, 
and the bonds of their education; if there be any ſuch- 
within hearing... „„ = 

| Be perſuaded to entertain ſome ſerious thoughts, 
before they be too late, of the evil and danger of your 
courſe. Certainly it muſt have been for want of recall- 
Ing this to mind, that you adventured at firſt to turn. 


aſide to folly; and if you could but be perſuaded to 


bethink yourſelves, there might be hopes of your com- 
ing back to your father. Think a little of the aggra- 
vations with 8 ee are — —— Kage 
tempt you caſt upon God, and. upon the privi 

— ids. vous grieving bis holy ſpirit, ſadden- 
ing the hearts of your parents, and ftrengthening the 
hands of wicked. men. Think whither you are going, 
in the way that leads to deſtruction; in a courſe where- 
7 you muſt be aſhamed, or elſe the end of it will be 
death. TW 
If theſe things make any impreſſion. upon you, con- 
clude not your recovery to be abſolutely deſperate. 
Gad ſtill invites ſuch as you are, Jer. iii. 22. Return, 
ye backſliding Children, and I will heal your backſiidings. 


Let your hearts anſwer this call, as the people are there 


repreſented to do, and God will yet bid you welcome; 
Behold, we come unto T hee, for Thou art the Lord our God. 
He is readier to receive the penitent prodigal, than the 
prodigal is to return to his father. There have in 


every 
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every age been ſome inſtances of the recovery of ſuch. 
You have heard of the diſmal lengths in ſin which 
Manaſſeb run, and yet how he was brought home at 
laſt. You may read of this very Solomor's great defec- 
tion, and yet find probable ground to conclude that 
he was alſo reclaimed. - And divine grace is as able to 
make you an inſtance, | I © 
But reckon your recovery will be the more unlikely, 
the longer it is deferred. Sin will become more habi- 
tual, guilty fears be ſtrengthened, and the remaining 
influences of education become every day feebler.. 
Therefore now, while it is the accepted time, heark- 
en to the call of God. Apply to him with ſhame and 
ſorrow for your paſt revolt under ſuch Advantages ;. 
with the ſpirit and language of the prodigal ; Father, 
bade finned againſt heat en and in thy fight, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy ſon; make me asone of thy 
hired ſerwants, Luke xv. 18, 19, Earneſtly ſolicit par- 
don and faving grace in the name of Chrift.. Solemnly 
renew your covenant with him, and break off every 
known fin by repentance. And uſe your utmoſt endea- 


vours to retrieve the miſchief you may have done; to re- 


ligion, by greater zeal and exactneſs of behaviour; to 
thoſe you may have ſeduced, by. endeavouring their re- 
covery; and to your grieved parents, if they yet ſur- 
vive, by eminent dutifulneſs for the future. This in 
the preſent caſe is making Reſtitution. FE 
4+ I would not cloſe this diſcourſe, which ſuppoſes 
indeed thoſe, to whom it is immediately addreiied, to 
be the children of good parents, without ſome conſi- 
deration of the caſe of others who have not had that 
advantage. Let wt the fon of the ſiranger, that hath. 
joined himſelf (or hath any thought of joining himſelf) 
to the Lord, ſpeak, ſaying, The Lord bath utterly ſeparated 
me from his people, Ia. lvi. 3. Your return to God is 
not an impracticable thing, though you ſet not cut 
with the ſame advantages as the children of holy pa- 
rents. Many ſach as you have been brought home to 
God. There was an Abijah iz the houſe of Jeroboam, 
in whom was found ſome goed thing towards the Lord kis 
| Sos - 
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God, 1 Kings xiv. 13. An Hezehiah deſcended from 
the remarkably wicked Abax, and a 7o/rah from Amon; 
It is certain, that all, who at any time come under 
means of inſtruction, are encouraged to hope for the | 
aſſiſtances of the holy ſpirit from the common father, 
upon their hearty aſking him, Luke xi. 13. And with 
_ duigent application, under his influences, any one may 
in a great meaſure overcome the diſadvantages of a bad 
education; he may arrive at all neceſſary knowledge, 
though he may be obliged to take more-pains for. it; 
and be may conquer the moſt inveterate habits, though 
it may be peculiarly difficult at firſt. How many ex- 
amples of this were there at the beginning of chriſtia- 
' nity, in eminent converts from all the corruptions 
of paganiſm ! me 
And the promiſes of divine mercy to the penitent 
are univerſal. They are peculiarly ſo now under tho 
- goſpel, where repentance is appointed to be preached 
to every creature, and remiſſion of fins upon it. In- 


0 


deed it may be an encouragement againſt deſpondency 


to thoſe who are awaken'd to a concern about their 
ſouls, after the diſadvantage of a bad education; to 

conſider, that God has made monuments of his grace 

of thoſe who have revolted from him after a youu one, 
and truly repented afterwards ; fince their fins were 
much more aggravated. Ee 
May many therefore, who were not led to Chriſt b 

their parents, be effeQually induced to become his by 
the other means which God favours them with; that 
they may, in common with the good children of good 
parents, be the children of their father which is in 
heaven. : 3 1 
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The Wiſdom of counting the Coſt, mY 


Whether we have ſuthcient to finiſh 
a Chr: __ TO 


— — —— 
I - 


Loxz XIV. 28, 29, 30. 


For which of you intending to build & Tower, 


fatteth not dewn firſt; — counteth the Coſt, 
whether he have ſufficient to finiſh it!? 


Left haply, after be hath laid the foundation, 


and is not able to finiſo it, all that behold it, , 


begin ts mock bim, 


Saying, This man began to build, and was not 


able to finiſh. 


N every age there are not a few inſtances 
I N of people, who ſeemed in their younger 
N M years to ſet out fair in heaven's way, but 
N. NN * afterwards fall off from their profeſſion, 
and hold not out to the end. I apprehend 

the principal reaſon of this to be, that they laid not a 
_ foundation at firſt ; they engaged not in religion 


* 


won ſerious conſideration, and a juſt and deliberate 


choice. Either they fell into a profeſſion as it were by 
chance, merely as accuſtomed to the appearance of it 


by their education, or in conformity to the practice of 


their acquaintance: Or, they haſtily began what 
look'd like godlineſs, upon a mere tranſient conviction, 
or 
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or a ſudden flaſh of affection, without going any deep- 
er. They did not ſet themſelves ſeriouſly to conſider 
what they were doing, the compaſs and extent of real 
godlineſs, and what in truth Chriſt's terms are, with- 
out which we cannot approve ourſelves for his diſci- 
ples: In a word, they did not ft down firſt and count 
zbe coſt, and whether they had ſufficient to finiſh it. For 
want of this, the promifing beginnings of many have 
come to nothing, but ended in their apoſtacy and 
ruin. 5 | | | | 85 
Therefore there is nothing of greater importance to 
our beginning and ending well in wiſdom's ways, than 
that we make our entrance upon them a ſolemn thing. 
And this is a ſubject, which I thought might be pecu- 
liarly ſaitable at this time, when my buſineſs is eſpe- 
cially to addreſs to the younger ſort, who are now ix 
the days of their choice ; as the phraſe is in the original, 
where our tranſlation renders it, zz the days of their 
youth, Eccl. x11. 1. F oO . 
This is our bleſſed Saviour's own recommendation 
in the text, to all thoſe who would become his diſci- 
ples. He had juſt before taken the opportunity of 
great multitudes following him, to make a public de- 
Claration of the ſtrictneſs of thoſe terms, which he re- 
quired all his diſciples to comply with. F any man 
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and 
evife, and children, and brethren, and fiſters, yea, and 
his own life alſo, be cannot be my diſciple, Ver. 26. It 
cannot be Chriſt's meaning in this, that we ſhould abſo- 
lutely diveſt ourſelves of natural affection to our rela- 
tions or our own lives; for this is both allow'd, and 
often required as our duty. Therefore hating here, 
can only be underſtood comparatively, that we love 
them leſs than Chriſt : So this ſame declaration is ex- 
| Preſſed by another Evangeliſt, He that loveth father or 
mother more than me, is not worthy of me, Mat. x. 37. 
If we prefer not the pleaſing and ſerving of him, be- 
fore the pleaſing and enjoyment of our deareſt relations, 
and before the ſecurity of life itſelf, if they come in 
competition, we cannot be the approved * 
5 rĩ 
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Chriſt. It follows, ver. 27. And ⁊ubeſoec ver doth not 
| Sear bis croſs, and come after me, cannot be my diſciple . 
i. e. Whoſoever is not content to bear any hardſhip, 
to which he 1s called for my ſake, and to follow me 
 whitherſoever I lead him, and to obey me without re- 
ſerve, he is no diſciple for me. 5 
HFaving thus laid down his terms, he follows them 


- with two parables or alluſions ; one taken from a build- 


er, the other from a king going to war; by both in- 
culcating it upon thoſe who would be his followers, 
That ĩt was neceſſary they ſhould weigh well beforehand. 
what they muſt be content to do and undergo, if thev 
would finiſh their profeſſion of religion well; and 
what furniture they had to carry them through. 
©* Conſider well of theſe things at your ſetting out in 
© the chriſtian life ; for common prudence directs men 
to do the like in other caſes: If a man deſigns to 
build, he will conſider whether he is able to defray 
the expence: Or, if a king goes out to war, he will 
think what force he has to make head againſt his 
enemy.“ So that we are taught this inſtruction by 
CW . 


That theſe, abo entertain thoughts of being Cbriſps difſ- 

citles, ſhould fit dexwn firſt and count the coft, and whether 

they have /ufficient to finiſh it. 
In the proſecution of this head, I would, 


I. Cenfider what awe ſhould con ni, or take into our 
ferious confideration. FT 


II. Suggeſt a few things as to the naſ proper manner 
of performing this duty. . 

III. Sher the reaſons, why it concerns tboſe, wwho think 
of becoming Chrift's diſciples, to do /o. T 


1. We are to conſider, what is to be the ſubject of 
our reckoning and ſerious conſideration. And the 
text 
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text points us to two things; the colt, and whether we 
have ſufficient to finiſh it. 

Firft, Thoſe, who think of becoming Chrift's diſ- 
ciples, ſhould count the coſt: What ſelf- deny ing work 
muſt be gone through, if we would purſue religion in 
earneſt, And here it will be our wiidom not to flatter 
ourſelves with an eaſier way to heaven, than Chriſt has 
chalked out for us; but to conſider the worſt of our 
caſe, and take Chriſt's terms juſt as we find them: 
Otherwiſe we ſhall deceive ourſelves, if we expect the 
prize upon terms of our own making. Now there are 

two things, which we ſhould take into our reckoning 3 
that, which real religion uf? in all cafes and circum- 
| ſtances coſt us: and that, which over and above this, 
i ay poſſibly colt us in ſome circumſlances of life, if 


we will be faithful to our maſter. nr. 
1. We ſhould maturely conſider, what real religioh 
uſt neceflarily coſt us, whatever our circumſtances and 
coadition of life be. If we will be Chriſt's true diſ- 


ciples, in the moſt proſperous and peaceable condition - 


of the church, we muſt practice ſelf-denail in various 
inſtances. It is the univerſal duty of Chriſt's followers, 
that they m ..ny themſelves, and go contrary in many 
things to the inclinations of corrupt nature. Our 
Maſter's precepts are all deſigned to bring us to our 
true ſelves, our regular temper and ſtate, but many of 
them are very diſagreeable ta our preſent depraved 
ſtate. Every unruly appetite muſt be reduced under 
the rules of reaſon and religion. Diſorderly paſſions 
muſt be maſtered and brought under. The fins, that 
do moſt eaſily beſet us, that are moſt habitual to us, that 
our conſtitutions moſt prompt us to, that are as a ſe- 
cond nature, muſt be renounced and forſaken. If they 
ſhould be dear to us as a right hand, they muſt be cut off ; 
if they ſhould be thought as neceſſary as @ right eye, 
they muſt be plucked out, Matt. v. 29, 30. The prac- 
tice of every known ſin muſt be given over; not the 
leaſt tranſgreſſion of the will of God allowed and in» 
dulged. Nor is this to be only in the external beha- 
viour; but the heart be purified as well as Ro 
. 0 | | 5 0g 
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life; the love and liking of fin deſtroyed, as well as 
the acts of it prevented. We muſt engage in a war- 
fare againſt the world, the fleſh and the devil; and 


maintain that warfare, till we arrive at a conquett ; 
keeping our hearts with alt diligence; watching againſt 


the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride 


of life ; and guarding againſt the various devices of 
Satan; leſt he ſhould gain an advantage over us. All 
this is againſt the grain of depraved nature, and what 
tha: will ever ſhew a reluctancy againſt, and hinder us 
in. Some particular duties are yet more directly a trial 
of our ſelf-denial : As the love of our enemies, and a 
_ * hearty diſpoſition to forgive the injuries they do us, 
and even to overcome evil with good; reparation and 
reſtitution to the utmoſt of our power, in the caſe of 
our having 1njured others: But yet we muſt reckon 
upon theſe as indiſpenſably neceſſary. Chriſtianity ab- 
ſolutely inſiſts upon them; and if we do not. reckon | 
upon theſe as Chriſt's certain terms, we ſhall entertain 
a hope of life, which the goſpel will not ſupport. 


2. We ſhould farther take into conſideration that, 
which a faithful adherence to our diy may poſſibly 


.coft us in ſome circumſtances of life. That which has 
been ſuggeſted, is indiſpenſably neceſſary to a Chriſtian, 
whether he is in a peaceful or perſecuted ftate. But we 


cannot be certainly aſſured, that our fidelity will not 


ſtill coſt us more. And it will be our wiſdom, to rec- 


kon upon the very worſt that can befall us, even the 


worſt which the malice of men and devils can do 
' againſt us; for we cannot promiſe ourſelves an exemp- 


tion from this. We may be expoſed, for a good con- 


| ſcience, to contempt and reproach, to the trial of cruel 


gs : We may be forced to break with our dear- 


| eſt friends and moſt intimate acquaintance. We may 
be obliged to undergo the ſpoiling of our goods, the 


confinement of our perſons, and even the loſs of our 
lives, unleſs we will make ſhipwreck of .faith, and of 


a good conſcience. Chriſt has given us fair warning 


to expect the worſt; many of his ſervants have been 


called to theſe trials; and we know not how ſoon we 


may 
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may be called out te any ſuch ourſelves, whatever the 

reſent aſpect of things may be: And therefore it mutt 
bo our witdom to take the very worſt into our reckon- 
ing, whether ever it ſhould actually come to be our 
lot or not. It will be no uncomfortable diſappointment, 
to find our paſſage more eaſy than we expected; but. 
the trial will be very ſhocking, to be called out to reſiſt 
unto Blood, without our having ever deliberately 
reckoned upon it. 3 5 ; 
Secendly, 'T hole, who would engage in the ſervice of 


Chriſt, ſhould not only count the coſt, but alſo, Ne- 


ther they have ſufficient to finiſh it. This is to be put 
into the other end of the ſcale. True religion will 
not coſt us a little; but what have we to anſwer this 
expence ? Have we ſufficient to finiſh it? This may 
| takes bn three enquiries, whether we have ſufficient en- 
couragement to finiſh it? Whether we have ſufficient 
ability ? And, whether we have a hearty purpoſe and 
reſolution to go through. with it? 5 + 


| 1. Beſides the coſt, it is fit to be confidered on the 


other hand, whether there be encouragements or mo- 
tives ſufficient in reaſon to induce us to be at thiscoſt, 

that we may finiſh it ? will it be worth our while? 
will it quit coſt, when it is done? And here, if we 
will take the teſlimony of God in his word, the bleſſed. 
end and iſſue of a chriſtian courſe infinitely exceeds 
all the pains, and conflicts, and exerciſes we can be 
obliged to in it. We have the greateſt reaſon to 
| be fledfaſt, unmoveable, and always al ounding in the 
work of the Lord, for as much as wwe know that our la- 
bour ſhall nit be in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 58. If 
a ſin ful courſe be pleaſing to depraved nature, yet it 
mull end in everlaſting ruin: If the chriſtian life, eſpe- 
cially at the firſt change, be hard to fleſh and blood, 
yet it will ſoon be at a period, and endleſs happineſs 

| ſucceed, He that ſeweth to his fleſh, ſpall of the fleſh 
reap corruption; but he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of 
the ſpirit reap life everlaſting, Gal. vi. 8. No man ſhall 
be a loſer for any ſervice or ſelf-denial for Chriſt. 
Good men will foon reft. from their labours, and their 
works will follow tbem. And if we are called out to 


2 . 
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ſufferings for righteouſneſs ſake, great ſhall be our re- 
_ avard in heaven, Our light afflition, which is but for 
4 moment, will work for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. And therefore we 
have reaſon upon this head, to make the ſame reckon- 
ing as the apoſtle Paul did, Rom. viii. 18. I reckon, 
ſays he, that the ſufferings of this preſent time are not 
avorthy to be compared with the Glory which ſhall be re- 
vealed in us. This we ſhall "Ps if we faint not. 
What proportion do the greateſt difficulties or hardeſt 
duties of chriſtianity bear to this crown of glory? 
What are the pleaſures of fin, which are but for a ſea- 
Ion, to the pleaſures at God's right hand for evermore ? 
Can we think much of the ſharpeſt ſtruggles with the 
powers of darkneſs, with a preſent evil World, or with 


dur own bad hearts, when our warfare will be fo ſoon 


accompliſhed, and the greateſt recompences are aſſured 

to him that overcometh ? What if the thread of life 
ſhould be cut by the cruelty of perſecutors a few years 
ſooner, than it might be expected in the courſe of na- 
ture, as long as we are aſſured, that if we ſuffer with 

Chrift, we ſhall alſo reign with him? 2 Tim. 11.12. 
And beſides this bleſſed end of our faith and hope, 
there is at preſent the refreſhing teſtimony of a good 


conſcience, which will attend us in wiſdom's ways, 


that will leſſen the difficulties, and ſweeten the ſervices 
and ſufferings of our courſe : A conſciouſneſs of the 
diſcharge of our duty, the hope of acceptance with 
God, through Chriſt, and the freedom of acceſs to 
him. This, even now, will make wiſdom's ways to 
be ways of pleaſantneſs, and will enable us to rejoice 
in tribulation, 2 Cor. i. 12. | 
2. We ſhould count, whether we have ability ſuf- 
ficient for finiſhing our work, and for going through 
all the expence we may be put to in it? And here 
1. We mult he convinced, that we are by no means 
able of ourſelves to do it. We are not ſufficient of our- 
ſelwet, to think any thing as of ourſelves, 2 Cor. iii. 5 
Without Chrift (ſeparate from him, who is the root, while 
we are the branches) awe can do nothing, John xv. 


— 
2 
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We are in our lapſed ſtate come to be without ftrength,. 
The leaſt and eaſieſt duty will be but ill 3: Laaber if- 
we depend only upon ourſelves... Much. leſs can we 
expect to acquit ourſelves well by our own ſtrength, 
in very ſelf-denying exerciſes, in peculiar times of trial, 
in our conflicts with the old ſerpent, with principali- 
ties and powers; eſpecially when we have a falſe part 
within ourſelves, ready to fide with external: tempta- 
tion. It is of the greateſt conſequence. to our doing 
well in our work and warfare, that our minds be fully 
impreſſed with a ſenſe of our own weakneſs and inſuf- 
ficiency,. that we may not truſt in ourſelves ; for be 
that ti uſteth in his own heart is a fool. But— 
2. We ſhould reckon upon the grace of Chriſt, and 
the aids of the holy ſpirit, as every way ſufficient to 
enable us to finiſh our courſe. "Though we are not ff 
| ficient of ourſelves, yet we have a ſufficiency of God, 2 Cor. 
iii. 5. There is ſtrength and grace enough to carry us 
through all, ready to be communicated to every hum- 
ble, diligent, and ſincere chriſtian. If we are ready 
to give way to deſpondency from a ſenſe of the degeit- 
fulneſs and unſteadineſs of our hearts, and the foils 
we have received. in our warfare ; let us hear with re- 
viving 3 Chriſt ſays to Paul, when a meſſenger 
of Satan had aſſaulted him, My grace is ſufficient fur 
thee; for my ſtrengih is made perfect in weakneſs, 2 Cor. 
xii. 9. The ſtrong man armed may be diſpoſſeſſed and 
conquered, when a ſtronger than he comes in to our aid. 
And tho' we are called to awre/tle not merely againſt ſſaſb 
and blood, weak enemies, but againſt principalities, aguin 
powers, againſt the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, 
againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places; yet we ſhall 
not find it an unequal or unſucceſsful combat, if we 
he ſtrong in the Lord, and in. the power of bis might,, 
Eph. vi. 10,. 12. Though St. Paul was engaged in 
very difficult ſervices, and expoſed to variety of ſuffer- 
ings; yet he was able to ſay, [ car do all things, through» 
Chrift, which flrengtheneth me, Phil. iv. 13. All ful- 
neſs dwells in him as our head, that we may receive 
cut of it grace for grace, This help and grace we are. 
EE E 3: taught. 
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taught moſt immediately to expect from the holy ſpirit, 


whoſe province it is to help our infirmities, Rom. viii. 26. 
And if we are faithful, we are allowed to reckon upon 


this, that as our days, /o ſhall our trength be, Deut. xxxiii. 
25. Now though we have not a ſufficient furniture in 
our own hands to enable us zo finiſh our chriſtian. 


* courſe well, yet if it is in readineſs for our uſe in ano- 


ther hand, and we are directed where to apply for it, 
and how to obtain it, *tis fuily as mach for our advan- 


tage, as if we had it ourſelves; and more, becauſe it 


is in ſafer hands than our own, and under the direction 


of infinite wiſdom to be ſeaſonably communicated. 


This is a ſecond thing to be confidered, whether 
there be ſufficient proviſion to enable us to finiſh our 
work. But one thing farther is neceſſary to be inqui- 
red into alſo—— e an 
3. Whether we have by the grace of God a hearty 


urpoſe and reſolution to go through with our work 


in religion: Whether our hearts are brought fully to 
_ conſent to Chri2's terms upon the conſideration of 


them; and it be our fettled determination, in 
the ſtrength of divine grace, to adhere to Chriſt and 


our duty, whatever it wy coſt us. Whether we like 
aud agree to the way to 
| goſpel, and we are purpoſed not to offend apainſt the 


eaven, as deſcribed in the 


taws of Chriſt in any known inſtance, but to hear him 


in all he ſays, and obey him in all he requires, and 


ſubmit to him in all the trials to which he ſhall put our 


| delity ? Our own reſolutions in themſelves are by no 


means ſufficient to carry us through; and if we make 
them without a dependence on the grace of Chriſt, 
they will eaſily fail us in a time of trial, and l 

0 


ſhame upon ourſelves and our profeſſion, Peter was aſa 


inſtance of that, Though all men ſoruld be offended (ſays he 


to Chriſt) becauſe of thee, yet I vill never be offended, 


Mat.. xxvi. 33. And yet that very night was ſo far 
offended, as ſhamefully to deny him thrice, ver. 69. 
tc. But this does not at all take off the neceſſity and 
obligation to form deliberate reſolutions for God : it 
enly teaches us, that we mult not truſt to them _ 
Sos ray 1 
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but to him, who is able to keep us from falling. 
Though vigorous purpoſes of adhering to God are not 
ſufficient for our ſecurity ; yet where there are no ſuch 
purpoſes, there is no room to expect that men ſhould 
finiſh well. Without a heart thus ſet and engaged, 
we can have no title to the cdnduct and protection of 
divine grace. And therefore we find good men thus 
engaging themſelves for God. I have favern, ſays Da- 
vid, and I will perform it, thai I will keep thy righteous 
judgments, Pſal. cxix. 106. And thus St. Paul, in the 
view of great exerciſes and ſufferings for Chriſt's cauſe, 
ſummons up his ſoul to a ſettled point of reſolution, 
Act, xx. 22, 23, 24. Now behold, I go bound in the ſpi- 
rit unto Feruſalem, not knowing the things that ſpall befall 
me there; ſave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, 
Saying, that bonds and afflictions abide me. He lived ex- 
pecting ſome ſufferings for Chriſt's ſake, but he knew 
not of what kind they wauld be. However, on ſuppo- 
ſition of the loſs of life itfelf, he was determined. 
But none of theſe things nove me, neither count 1 my life 
dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy. 
He was even a mar:yr in reſolution, ſo that he might — 
but finiſh well. This therefore we are all concerned to _—_ 
enquire into, whether we have fincerely and unreſer- 
vedly entred our ſouls into the bonds of God's cove- 
nant, for every duty, and againk every fin, to adhere 
to Chriſt in all weathers. If we have in truth done 
this, and earneſtly implore his grace, we fhall find 
that we have ſufficient to finiſh our chriſtian work. 


IT. I proceed to offer ſome directions, as to the moſt 
proper way and manner of managing this reckoning to 
advantage. 8 „% 

1. It ſhould be done with deliberation, and a very 
ſerious temper of mind. A light and careleſs frame 

will manage this exerciſe to very little purpoſe. We 
muſt /t down, and make this eſtimate as a matter of 
the greateſt moment, and of ſome difficulty, which re- 
quires time, and pains, and retirement to go through 
it well. It ſhould be done in private, when our thoughts 

are freeſt and moſt compoled, as R 
eee 2 18 
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2 It ſhould be done with the utmoſt impartiality, 


and uprightneſs of mind. We ſhould be concerned, 


that we may not be under any corrupt biafs in making 


our reckoning z that we may not cover and ſkreen any 


fin, becauſe it is a favourite; nor let ſlip any duty, which: 
Chriſt inſiſts upon, becauſe it is ungrateful to fleſh 
and blood. We ſhould not flatter ourſelves, becauſe 
we may be at preſent in peaceful times with the church 


of God, that therefore we ſhall never be called out to 


ſufferings for a good conſcience ; but we ſhould ſuppoſe 


the worſt. We ſhould ſet the coft, and the proviſion. 
for deiraying it, the one over-againſt the other, as the 
ſcripture does. If we. conſider the difficulties, and 
the ſelf-denial only, we ſhall. be liable to diſcourage- 
ments. If we take a view only of the excellency of 
the prize, and the grace offered to enable us to reach 


it, we may flatter ourſelves with vain hopes, which 


will never be accompliſhed without our being at the 
expence required, In this whole matter, let us act as | 


under the view of God, with a cloſe attention to the 


rule, and a cautious fear of miſtake in a matter of ſuch. 
importance. 4 e e 


3. It will be our wiſdom at times to review the reck- 


oning we have made; as apprehenſive, there may be 


ſome things we have overlook'd or miſtaken, which by 
after-enquiries may be ſet right: Belides, that by this 


means our judgments will become more confirmed, 
and our minds more fully ſatisfy'd in the true ſentiments 


we have formed. As an accomptant upon the review of 
that which he has caſt up, may either diſcover ſome 


flip he has made, or elſe become more fully aſſured of 
the juſtneſs of his account. By this means we ſhall be 
able to go on in our way to heaven, with more plea- | 
' ſure and inward ſatisfaction, and be the more eſtabliſn- 
ed againſt every thing which would turn us out of that 


4. Whenever we ſet ourſelves to enquire into the 


mind of God in theſe matters, we ſhould earneſily beg 


light and direction from above, from the Father of 
lights, from he. ſpirit of wi/aom and revelation ; that he 


— 
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for preſent things are mere trifles, compared with the 
concern we ought to have for our ſouls and eternity. 
What ſhall it profit a man to gain the whole werld, and 
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will dead ws into all truth, ſhew us the things of Chriſt, 
and effectually preſerve us. from fatal and ruinous 
miſtakes, 9 | 


It remains, that——— 


In. I ſhould propoſe ſome conſiderations, to evidence 


that thoſe, who think of becoming Chriſt's diſciples, 


are concerned ſeriouſly to make ſuch a reckoning. And 


I ſhall offer none, but ſuch as may be collected from 
the text Kher. EE as COT 


1. We do ſo in our eommon affairs, and therefore 

ſhould much more do ſo in this. This is plainly, as 
was obſerved in the beginning, our Saviour's end in 
Eringing in this alluſion. Take men in their ſeveral 
_ outward concerns, and they would be eſteem'd very im- 


prudent, if they did not act in this manner. A builder 
will caft up the expences of his undertaking, and whe- 
ther he is furniſhed to anſwer them. A wiſe merchant, 


when he deals abroad, will account the hazards he muſt 


undergo. and what his commodities coſt him; and 


whether the returns he is like to make will be worth his 
while, and what probability he has of ſucceſs. And 
ſhould not we act thus in religion? 7 


It is a matter of far bigher concern. Our projects | 


boſe his own foul ? Mat. xvi. 26. If we miſcarry in the 


world, yet it may be well with us for ever; but if we 
deceive ourſelves in the terms of ſalvation, or the 


way to attain it, it will be a miſtake not to be retriev- 
ed after death, and for which nothing can compenſate. 
Certainly then there is much more reaſon to proceed 
with thought and deliberation here, than in any of 

the concernments of this life. 72 
And yet here we may proceed with greater certainty 
in cur reckoning, than we can in our temporal views. 
When we have made our eſtimate in worldly matters, 
a thouſand unforeſeen accidents may baffle all our 
| _ hopes, 
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hopes, and ſpoil the beſt concerted undertakings. 
Every deſign for time is ſubje& to ſuch diſappoint- 
ments; and yet men confider and reckon upon pro-. 
babilities. But in chriſtianity we have ſurer mealures 
to proceed by. Our work, and duty, and difficulties, 
and utmoſt expence, are pointed to in the plain and 
ſafe rule of the word of God: Tho? we know not 
what ſufferings may await us, yet we can meet with 
no worſe than we are warned there to expect. And 


in the ſame revelation we have the promiſe of God to 
inſure our good ſucceſs at laſt in the way of duty, 


and to aſcertain us of all that is needful to carry us 


through, if we are but ſincere and upright. We need 


not deſire more than that which the apoſtle has left us. 
Who fhall ſeparate us from the love of Chrift ? Shall tri- 


 bulation, or diftreſs,'.or perjecution, or famine, er naked. 


neſs, or peril, or bord? Nay, in all theſe things we are 
more than conquerors, through him that loved us. For I 
am perſuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 


principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
fo come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor any other creature ſpall 
| be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, which is in 


Chrift Fe/us our Lord, Rom. viii. 35, 37, 38, 39. Here 


| therefore we have much more encouragement and 


foundation to enter upon a reckoning, than where our 


grounds are doubtful and uncertain. 


2. If, when we have taken upon us the profeſſion 
of | chriſtianity, we negle& to count the coſt, and 


whether we have ſufficient to finiſh it, we ſhall be in 
danger of apoſtacy ; whereas the performance of this 


duty will be a means to prevent it. This is implied in 
ver. 29. Leſt haply, after he hath laid the foundation, 
be be not able to fimſhit. - 5 

If we ſhould neglect this duty, we ſhall be in danger 
of being ſeduced by the ſubtilty of thoſe who he in 


wait to deceive, and ſo of miſcarrying at laſt. If we 


are not prepared for them by a careful ſearch into the 
mind of God, we thall lie open to the influence of de- 


ſigning men in a thouſand caſes, which may be of the 


greateſt danger to us; and be prevailed upon to make 
ſhipwreck 
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ſhipwreck of faith, and of a good conſcience too: 
While the diligent chriſtian, who has not taken up re- 
ligion at random, or upon truſt, but out of his Bible, 
will be proof againſt their inſinuations. 5 
And we ſhall ſtill be in farther danger, if we have 
not ſet out with the making of ſuch a reckoning, in 
caſe of the approach of ſufferings. Such not having 
root in themſelves, may be expected only to endure for a 
while ; for when tribulation or perſecution ariſeth, becauſe 
of the word, by and by they are offended, Mat. xiii. 21. 
Sufferings are a ſurprize to them, becauſe they did not 
reckon upon them; and ſo they are not provided for 
them. They fly off from Chriſt, when they meet with 
ſomething for his ſake, which they did not look for. Meſes 
' behaved in another manner, becauſe he had made an 
eſtimate of the coſt, and what was ſufficient to finiſh it, 
Hieb. xi. 24, 25, 26. By faith, when he was come 10 
years, he refuſed to be called the ſen of Pharaoh's daughter ; 
chufing rather to ſuffer affiiftion with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon. But how 
came he to make this choice? It was upon balancing 
the coſt, and what he had in view to defray it: ſo it 
follows, efteeming (or counting, as the word ſignifies,) 
the reproach of Chrift, greater riches than all the treaſures 
Egypt; for be had reſpect unto the recompence of retard. 
3. Apollacy after promiſing beginnings will ifſue in 
_ univerſal reproach and contempt, /e/, not being able 
to finiſh it, all that behold him begin to mock him, ſaring, 
this man began to build, and was not able to finiſh, When 
Satan, by this means, has made him his prey, he'll 
be his deriſion. Wicked men will ſecretly contemn 
him, tho? they may ſeem outwardly to applaud him; 
as either a fool at firſt in meddling with religion at all, 
or a fool at laſt in loſing the things he had wrought. 
And though good men cannot make a mock of his ſin, 
| yet an apoſtate is eminently one of thoſe wile perſons, 
who in their eyes is contemned. God himſelf will have 
him in deriſion, and mock when his fear cometh. But 
by none at laſt will he be more ſeverely cenſured and 
- reproached, than by his own conſcience, when it comes 
ls ne : ER 10 
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to be thoroughly rouzed and awakened ; as it will be in 


another world, if it be not in this. 


I ſhall now draw to a concluſion with a few reflec- 
tions. 


1. We may infer the excellency of religion above 


the ways of fin, from this demand which our maſter 
makes to examine it before we enter upon it. Thoſe, 


who have had a ſober education, would never enter 


if they would be perſuaded to conſider: But they go 


feraightway, upon the hurry of a temptation, the mo- 
tion of their luſts, or the ſolicitation of a wicked com- 
panion, as an ox goes to the ſlaughter, or a fool to the cor- 
rection of the flocks : Till a dart ſirikes through their liver, 
as a bird haſteth to the ſnare, and knows not that it is 
for his life, Prov. vii. 22, 23. Sinners venture, be- 
cauſe they will not conſider their latter end, nor the 
wages of fin. The devil would have no ſubjects, if 
men would but in earneſt count the coſt. But Chriſt. 
puts in the faireſt claim in the world to us; he would 
| 4 none to engage in his ſervice, without ſeriouſly 
welghing his claim, without conſidering the hardeſt 


part of their ſervice ; and if his offers are not ſutficient 


_ to balance theſe, he would not have them become his 


ſubjects blindfold. This may convince us of the ex- 


celieney of religion. Nothing kec ps men in the ſervice | 
of ſin, or from the ſervice of Chriſt, more than the 


want of ſerious conſideration. Which then beſt becomes 
a reaſonable creature ? ds 


2. Let thoſe who are growing up into the world, and 
Come to a tolerable uſe of reaſon, be perſuaded to fit 


down, and ſeriouſly to conſider the demands and the 
offers of Chriſt ; and thereupon to chuſe whom they 


will ſerve. Flatter not yourſelves on the one hand, 
that he will abate of a fincere compliance with the de- 
mands of his goſpel. But remember on tbe other 
hand, that he is not like thoſe rigorous taſk-maſters, 
who required brick without ſtraw and without wages. 


He calls you to nothing, but what he js ready to furniſh 


and enable you for, and what he will make you un- 
2 0 ſpeakable 


3 the ways of ſin, if they did not run headlong, 


8 1 


1 
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ſpeakable gainers by in the end. Lay then in the bal- 
ance deliberately and impartially what he * ah 
and what he promiſes; and thereupon chuſe, whether 
you. will embark in his ſervice or no. De when 


he was near his end, called all the people of Jael to 
this. While he tells them his own determination, 
upon the moſt deliberate conſideration and trial of 
God's ſervice, As for me and my kouſe, wwe will ſerve the 


Lord, he calls upon them, Chuſe you this day, whom 
ye will ſerve, Joſh. xxiv. 15. And when the people's 


_ anſwer ſeemed to expreſs as full a determination, that 
they would ſerve the Lord, as he had expreſs'd in his 


own Caſe ; leſt this ſhould be haſtily formed, and with- 


out juſt conſideration, he repreſents the difficulty of 


ſerving him acceptably in the ſtrongeſt terms: Ye cau- 


not ſerve the Lord; for he is a holy God, a jealous God, &c. 
Ver. 19. 'This was only to lead them to conſideration, 
and to make their choice upon the matureſt thought: 


And by this means he drew them out to renew it upon 


the view of the ſtrict holineſs of God, and of the ſtrict 


adherence to him which was neceſſary on their part, 
The people ſaid to Foſpua, after the awful repreſentation 
he had made, Nay, but aue will ſerve the Lord. Ver. 21. 
Sc. Thereupon he actually calls them to put away 
the ſtrange Gods, which ſtill remained among them; 
and then he ſolemnly entred them into covenant with 


God. This was juſt like our Lord and maſter in the 


text. 
Oh that you, who are young, would be perſuaded to 


think, and to think ſeriouſly of what Chriſt has to ſay 


to you in order to your everlaſting welfare. This is 
the time of your choice for ſettlements in this world; 
I beſeech you let it be the time of your choice for ano- 
ther world. Let Chriſt have a fair hearing with you. 
Chriſtianity will bear the ſtriteſt examination. Chriſt 


calls you to examine it; and as you find it, to chuſe 
or refuſe, Let not a ſlothful temper keep you from 


the ſearch ; let not other things of little moment ſhut 


out this : But eſpecially ſuffer not any youthful luſt ſo 
far to biaſs you, as to make you afraid to come to the 


light, leſt your deeds ſhould be reproved. 


G Conſider 
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| Conſider the indiſpenſible neceſſity of attending to 
his claims. He is the only ſaviour, and will never 
fave you, but upon his own terms. But his yoke is 
really eaſy, and his burden light, if compared with 
the reward, and confider'd along with the grace, that 
you may have to qualify you for it. And if you take 
his yoke upon you in earneſt, praying for his grace, 
and eying the joy that is ſet before you; you'll find 
the hardeſt work of religion no tedious thing, but that 
in keeping his commands there is great reward; and 


that the longer you make trial of your maſter, the 


better you will like bim. l 
3. You, who are entred upon the eredible Profeſ- 
ſion of chriſtianity, be very ſolicitous that you may 
finiſh your courſe well, and not be turned out of hea- 
ven's way, after you have ſeemed to make ſome pro- 


greſs in it. This the text cautions againſt in patheti- 8 


cal terms. If you ſhould draw back, it would be unto 
perdition; you would loſe the thin 85 you have wrought; 
and if you have undergone any ſufferings, you would 


_ ſuffer ſuch things in vain. It had been much better 


you had never known the way of righteonſneſs, than 
| afterwards to turn away from the holy commandment : 
Better for your own ſelves in the account, and leſs to 
the diſhonour of God and your chriſtian profeſſion. 
Let this therefore be much upon your hearts, that you 
may not ſhame your maſter, fink your hopes, and loſe 
your crown at laſt. To this end, frequently review 
your eſtimate ; renew and ſtrengthen your engagements 
and reſolutions to be the Lord's ; be jealous of the leaſt 
decay of your holy love, or the loweſt inſtance of de- 
parture from God; watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation: And above all, ſee that you gain ground 
and make advances; forgetting thoſe things that are 

behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe which are be- 
fore; preſs forward toward the mark of the prize, 
Then you will ſo run as to obtain. 
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Eccuxs. xi. 9. 


5 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; 1 let 

thy heart chear thee in the days of thy youth , 
and walk in the ways of thy heart, and in 
the fight of thine eyes but know thou, that 


for all theſe things God will * * into | 
„ 


_ SKY. HALL I be allowed to preface this dif: 
8 courſe with relating a paſſage concerning 
. 


an acquaintance of mine, who hath been 


many years fince dead out of our world, 
K. K . but which I remember to have received 
when young from himſelf ? When he was an appren- 


tice in this city, the civil war began: His inclination 


led him into the army, where he had a captain's com- 


mifion. It was faſhionable for all ſorts in that army 
to carry a Bible along with them ; which therefore he 
and many others did, who yet made little uſe of it, 
and had hardly any ſenſe of ſerious religion. At 
length being-commanded with his company to ſtorm 
a fort, wherein they were expoſed for a little time to 
the thickeſt of the enemy's fire ; when he had accom- 
ht his enterprize, and the heat of action was over, 
found a muſket-ball lodged in his Bible, which lay 
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in his pocket upon ſuch a part of his thigh, that it 
muſt neceſſarily have. proved mortal to him, had it not 
been for this ſeaſonable and well-placed piece of ar- 
Tour. Upon a nearer obſervation, he found the bullet 
had made its way ſo far through his Bible, as to ret 
directly upon that part of the firſt unbroken leaf, 
where the words of the text lay. As the ſurprizing 
deliverance, you may apprehend, much affected him,; 
ſo a paſſage, which his conſcience told him was very 
appoſite to his own caſe, and which providence in ſo 
remarkable a way pointed to his obſervation, made the 
deepeſt and the beſt impreſſion on his mind; ſo that 
by the grace of God, from that time he minded reli- 
gion in earneſt, and continued in the regular practice 
of it to a good old age; frequently making the remark 
with pleaſure, how his Bible had been the ſalvation of 
his ſoul and his body too. . 5 
Though you are not called by ſo extraordinary a 


method, as that young gentleman was, to attend to 


this admonition; yet I am ſure you have all abundant 
_ reaſon to do ſo, Though it is not pointed out to you 
in particular by ſuch a ſpecial arrow ſent out of God's 

uiver; yet as it lies in the word of God for the cau- 
tton of all young people, and. is now in this ordinary 
method of preaching offered to your conſideration, it 
claims, it deſerves your particular application of it to 
yourſelves. 8 „ 5 
The deſign of Salomon in this book is plainly to ſhew, 
that men's purſuits and enjoyments in the preſent life 
are all vain and uncertain, and. therefore not able to 


make 'em truly happy. With this he begins, as the 


argument of his diſcourſe, ch. i. 2. Vanity of vanities, 
faith the preacher, wanity of wanities ; all is wanity. 
And in order to prove this,. he runs through the prin- 
cipal delights of life ; and ſhews others from his own 
experience, who had tried them all, and from plain 
marks of vanity attending them, that we muſt fall 
ſhort of happineſs, if we bave nothing better than theſe 
things. In ch. ii. he reckons up mirth and wine; 
ſplendid houſes, well-ſtored wineyards and gardens, an . 

fools 
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pools of water; a pompous equipage, and numerous 
attendants ; vocal and inſtrumental muſic ; and the re- 
ſource, from which all theſe were to be ſupplied, abun- 
dance of gold and filver, and the Front treaſure of kings 
and provinces; and yet upon a full experiment, writes 
at the foot of the account, wanity and vexation of ſpirit, 
ver. 11. In the cloſe of his diſcourſe, ch. xii. 13. he 
directs us, on the other hand, to the only true way to 
happineſs ; to fear God and Rheep Lis commandinents, 
which he declares to be the whole of man. 
As this was the wiſeman's view in this book, to take 
men off a falſe ſcent after happineſs in preſent things, 
and to induce them to purſue it by religion ; ſo.moſt of 
the paſſages, which occur through the whole, are ſub- 
ſervient to the one or the other of theſe ends. 
Thus, in the verſe hefore the text, ch. xi. 8. he had 
ſuggeſted two mortifying thoughts to qualify men's joy 
in any of their proſpects for time. Fa man live many 
years, and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the 
days of darkneſs, for they ſhall be many. Put the caſe as 
advantageouſly as may be, that a man ſhould enjoy a 
long life, and that long life be made very eaſy and 
comfortable; yet we have reaſon for this memento, that 
the longeſt life here muſt come to an end, and then 
our bodies muſt lie a much longer time in the dark and 
ſilent grave, than they paſſed with eaſe and pleaſure 
in the world ; for certain, the days of that darkneſs. 
will be many: but befide that dark proſpect of the 
grave, we are far from having reaſon to expect that we 
all rejoice in all our future days; it is much more 
likely, thatall that cometh is vanity. Man's life is not only 
vain, as he is mortal; but he has reaſon to expect, 
that he ſhall find vanity in one inſtance or another at- 
tending him in the remainder of life. 
In the text the royal preacher riſes to a much high- 
er conſideration, a future reckoning for the works done 
in the oy ; which he addreſſes peculiarly to young 
people, as ſenſible they were molt apt to flatter them- 


ſelves with fine proſpects here, to give a looſe to 


their ſenſual inclinations, and at the ſame time to 
wy G z 8 put 
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put the awful day of account far away. Therefore to 
ſuch he makes his direct application, Rejoice, O young 
man, in thy youth, &c. Let 
Some interpreters underſtand the former part of the 
verſe, as a conceſſion of the lawful and innocent pleaſures 
of life; and the latter part as only deſigned for a mo- 
nitory check upon them, leſt they ſhould exceed due 
bounds in their enjoyment and uſe of things lawful. 
2. D. rejoice, and welcome, in a lawful way and a re- 
gular meaſure, in the good things of life which you 
enjoy; but then let your minds be always under the 
guard and ſecurity of this thought, that a reckoning- 
day is coming. 3 1 
But I think, that ſome of the phraſes uſed in the 
ſormer part of the verſe, are never taken in ſcripture 
in a good ſenſe; particularly that of walking in the 
away of the heart, and the fight of the eyes. We find an 
_ expreſſion juſt parallel, directly oppoſed. to the obſerv- 
ance of God's commands, in Numb. xv. 39. That ye 
may remember all the commandments of the Lord, and ao 
| them ; and that ye ſeth not after our own beart, and your 
own eyes, after which ye uſe to go a boring. And 
walking after the imaginations of our own hearts, though. 
a frequent ſcripture-phraſe, yet has always, as far as 
I remember, an ill meaning. It appears therefore. 
plain to me, that the former part of the verſe deſcribes 
the faulty inclination and tendency of youth ; and the 
latter ſets in view a great and momentous truth, which 
ſhould lead them to better and wiſer ſentiments. 
1. The faulty inclination and biaſs, to which moſt 
people are ſubjeR in their youthful days, is deſcribed :. 
Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart 
cbear thee in the days of thy youth ; and walk in the ways- 
of thy heart, and in the fight of thine eyes. Some under- 
ſtand the words as ſpoken in the perſon of a ſenſualiſt, 
who placed his happineſs only, in worldly good: This 
3s the advice he would give to young people ; while 
the wiſeman himſelf, on the other hand, gives him the 
advice that follows. It is certain there is frequently 
ſuch a change of perſons in this book. Others take. 
1 
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the wiſeman to ſay this in a way of irony and ſarcaſm: 
Go on to act at this rate, if you dare, and ſee what 
the conſequence will be, Which-ſoever of theſe ways 
we may judge moſt natural to take the words in, it 
will intimate much the ſame thing ; that young peo- 
ple, whether by the influence of bad counſellors, or 
the biaſs of their own bad hearts, are very apt to 
take ſuch a courſe, and act after the manner here de- 
ſcribed. 825 . 
2. We have a ſtrong admonition left to check and 
reſtrain this ĩrregular inclination.. But know thou, hat 
for all theſe things, God will bring thee into judgment. 
A conſideration fit to ſtop their career; and ſufficient, 
if firmly believed and frequently conſidered, to diſpoſe 
them with the bleſſing of God to change their courſe, 
and engage in wiſdom's ways. JFF 
Both of. theſe deſerve a more particular conſideration. 


I. Here is an apt deſcription of the more ordinary 
diſpoſition of youth: And indeed it amounts to no bet- 
ter than what Solomon declares in one word concerning 
childhood and youth in the next verſe, that they are wa-. 
nity. How ſtands their inclination ? Principally thus, 
to rejoice in their youth, to let their heart chear them in- 
the days of their youth, and to walk-in the way of their. 
| bearts, and in the fight of their eyes. The expreſſions 

may import ſeveral things,. very viſible in the ordinary 

temper and conduct of young perſons. ; 3 
1. They are very ſond of mirth and jollity, without 
ſeriouſneſs. They have no notion of any thing better, 
than to rejoice, and let their heart cbear. them; to paſs 
away their time in ſport and gaiety. To be chearful, 
and rejoice in the good things which God gives us, in 
a proper place — in a due proportion, is very lawful 
and ſerviceable in all ages of life, and allowable, eſpe- 


cially in the natural briſcneſs of youthful years. But 
it is an unreaſonable and very faulty extreme, if recrea- 
tion is made the end of life, and amuſement. one's 
principal bufineſs : If innocent pleaſantry upon occa- 
on grow, up into an habitual levity and N 
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froth. If a ſerious hour, inſtead of being choſen at ſome 
times, is carefully avoided at all times, if poſſible; and 
when forced upon one, 1s ever dull and melancholy, 
and ſuch as ſeems to lie upon hand. This over- addict- 
edneſs to mirth and ge is too often the turn of 

the young; to have them ſo ſcat- 
tered in gaiety, that they can hardly be recollected to 
cool and compoſed thoughts without uneaſineſs. Few 


young people can come into Solomon's maxim, Feel. vii. 
2, 3. It is better 10 go to the houſe of mourning, than 10 


go to the houſe of feaſting; for that is the end of all men, 


and the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better 
_ than laughter ; fer by the ſadneſs of the countenance the 


Heart is made better. 


2. They are prone to ſecurity upon the ſcore of their .. 


youth. The words may be conſider'd, as not only re- 5 


preſenting the time of youth as a ſeaſon commonly 


devoted to pleaſure, but as the ſubject of young peo- 


le's rejoicing, and that with which they chear their 
| aka It is without doubt a great talent and oppor- 


tunity, if they are but ready to improve it: They are 


better prepared by quickneſs of capacity and memory, 
than thoſe of advanced years, to lay in furniture for 


future uſefulneſs ; and are better able to lay out them- 


ſelves with vigour in active ſervice for God and their 
generation, it they are right ſet. But how few of the 
oung, thus rejoice in the prize of youth put into 


their hands! No, they rather value it, as they are 
more capable of gratifying their ſenſual inclinations : 


And when they cannot avoid the admiſſion of ſome 
ſerious thoughts, they chear themſelves with the 
thought of their youthful health and ſtrength, that 
yet it is but early days with them, they have many 
years good; and therefore ſay to a kind monitor, to a 
ſoftening ſuggeſtion of the good ſpirit of God, to a 


ſtrong conviction, the ſame which Felix did to Paul, 


when his reaſoning upon righteouſneſs, temperance, 
and judgment to come made him tremble; Go ay 
or this time; when I have a convenient ſeaſon, I will 


call for thee, Acts xxiv. 25. 
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3 They affect to ſet up for their own maſters, and 

to be at their own diſpoſe : To walk in the way of their 
ezwn heart, and not to be under any check or controul. 
Young people preſeatly aſpire to the government of 
themſelves, before they are capable of managing it. 
Inſtead of hearing the inſtruction of their father, and not 
forſaking the laau of their mother,. which is the advice, 
Prov. 1. 8. how many children are ready to fly in the 
faces of their parents, or to hearken to any ill adviſers. 
rather than to them, tho” they have all the reaſon in 
the world to believe, that they truly deſire their wel- 
fare? Or, when the providence of God ſtrips them of 
the advantage of their good parents, and they come to 
diſcern that they have not the ſame neceſſary depend- 
ance on thoſe, whom. their parents entruſted with the 

care of them, as they had on their parents themſelves ; 
| how common is it for people in youth to fly out, to 
deſpiſe the moſt kind and diſintereſted advices, and to 

ſurrender themſelves the property of ſome ill-deſigning, 

vicious men, who egg them. on. to their vices, and flat- 
ter them in them to their utter undoing ? Thouſands 
of youth have lived to repent, that they ventured to 
Wall in the way of their own heart, before they had 
judgment to underfland their way. 

4. When young people ſet up for themſelves ; in- 
ſtead of conducting themſelves 40 the rules of reaſon 
and religion, they commonly proceed by the worſt rules 
that can be choſen. Worſe and more unworthy rules 
of conduct can hardly be thought of, than thoſe here 
mention'd, the way of the heart, and the fight of the eye; 
i. e. their own inclination, right or wrong, and the 
e appearance of things to ſenſe; the meaſures, 

y which the moſt ſenſual, looſe ſinners conduct them- 
ſelves. They chuſe not God for their guardian and 
guide; they ſay not to him, My father, thou ſhalt be 
the guide of my youth : 'They have no concern, as or- 
phans, to put themſelves into the hands of the common 
father. They make not God's teſtimonies their meditation: 
That might make them ier than their teachers, than 
ancient perſons, who have not learned wiſdom from 8 
| N= word. 
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word of God, P/al. cxix. gg, 100. They eye not the 
candle of the Lord within them, conſcience No, they 
endeavour to extinguiſh that. They weigh not the 
goodneſs or badneſs of their actions, in reference to the 
divine law, or the iflue like to follow them by the ſen- 
tence of that law. But they proceed according to the 
preſent agreeableneſs of things to their ſenſes and ap- 
petites and paſſions. Thus our firſt parents: were firſt 
_ Corrupted ; when the woman ſaw, that the forbidden 
tree was good for food, and that it wwas pleaſant to the 
65e. — he took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, 
Gen. iti. 6. And in the ſame manner their pouerity 
are miſled; eſpecially the young and inexperienced. 


II. A remedy is offered by the wiſeman, fit to re- 
ſtrain, or even to change the irregular biaſs, which is 
ordinarily ſo ſtrong upon young people. But know 
_ thou, that for all theſe things God will bring thee ints- 
judgment. This is a reafonable curb, which you are 
called to put upon your diſorderly inclinations. 
In the conſideration of it, I ſhall, ½, Be a little 
more particular in the matter to be known. 24h), Shew, 
what may be imported in calling upon youth to An 
this. zaly, Ihe fitneſs and force of this conſideration 
to engage the young to mind religion, and to fortify 
them againſt the temptations of life. 5 
Fir, L would expatiate a little upon the matter to 
be known, That fer all theſe things God will bring thee 
into judgment. The ſeveral words uſed carry their 
weight and emphaſis, and accordingly deſerve particu- 
lar attention, . 

1. There is a judgment to come, wherein men are to 
give an account of themſelves. We may be reckoned 
with in part in this world. God ſometimes here makes 
himſelf known by the judgments which he executes: 
But he does not this conſtantly or ordinarily here; 
partly ſrom his good- will to ſinners: He is long-ſuffering, 
not cvilling that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to repentance, 2 Pet. iii. 9. And partly, that men may 
preſage from his preſent forbearance with moſt, 2 
| | ice 
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ſince he is a holy and righteous God, there muſt be a 
farther teckoning to come. Every man's condition is 
made fixed and unalterable at death. After death 
comes a particular judgment, Hb. x. 27. But there 
is a ſolemn day appointed at the conſummation of all 


things, for the whole world to appear at the tribunal, 
and to receive a public definitive ſentence either of 


abſolution or condemnation. 


2. It is God, who will Bring men to this judgment. 


Hie, to whom all men ſtand neceſſarily and unavoidably 
related and obliged : He, who has the moſt undoubted 


right to do ſo, will call us to an account as his crea- 
tures, his ſervants. He, who is perfectly acquainted 
with our caſe and character; whom we cannot deceive 
by ſpecious pretences, from whom we cannot conceal 


our offences by privacy ; who knows altogether every 


thought in our heart, and every word in our tongue. 


He, who has power to bring the moſt unwilling finner 
to his bar, and to execute his ſentence to the full. 
He, the eternal God, will bring us to judgment. 


3. He is determined to call 2% e young, as well as the 


old, to account. God will bring thee, O young man, 
into judgment. Young people may be ready to think, 
that they ſhall eaſily eſcape; that however God may 
deal with thoſe, who have had a great deal of ſpace 
for repentance and for minding their ſouls, yet, if he 


| ſhould call them away in their younger days, he will 


not be ſtrict to mark their iniquities. Ves, Sirs, if you 
die young, and die in your ſins, you muſt come to the 
bar as well as others. Solomon expreſly tells you ſo. 


And St. John, in his viſion of the jadgment-day, takes 


notice of ſuch as. you ſtanding there, Rev. xx. 12. 
1 ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, land before God. 

4. You muit account in the judgment for all theſe 
things. What things ? It is true in the moſt general 
| ſenſe, for our whole conduct. God will bring every 
word into judgment, Eccl. xii. 14. all the works done in 

the body, whether good or evil, 2 Cor. v. 10. Our words, 
our idle words, Matt. xii. 36. and even the ſecrets of all 


men, Rom. ii. 16, the ſecret intent and thoughts of the 
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heart. But the wiſeman here particularly refers to 
thoſe things, which he had juſt deſcribed as the tem- 
per of youth: Thoſe things which they practice with- 
out thinking of an account, their youthful ſollies and 
luſts, which they indulge themſelves in at random, 
which they call feats of youth, and which paſs over 
with them, as they come, without reflection: Theſe 
things, their inordinate joys, their preſum ptuous ſecu- 


rity, their ſelf-conceit, their debaſing the man into 


the brute, they muſt anſwer for at God's bar. The 
P/almiſt ſaw need to put up a penitent prayer to God, 
that he would not remember the fins of his youth, Pſalm 


Secondly, We may conſider, what is imported in the | 


call to the young to 4row ibis, that God will bring | 
them into judgment. 5 

1. By this they are put in mind, that they are rea- 
ſonable creatures. When Solomon had juſt before de- 
ſcribed them as too apt to act brutally, led on only by 
the inſtigation of ſenſe and appetite ; here he intimates, 
that they ſhould remember they had a nobler principle 
to act by. But know thou. Though thou acteſt like 


the creatures, which have no underſtanding ; yet re- 


member, thou art not like them. Thou haſt a ſupe- 
rior capacity : 'Thou haſt reaſon and conſcience to re- 
firain and regulate thy ſenſual inclinations. Know 
thou, who haſt a capacity for it, that thou oughteſt 
to be governed by a law; and that things, which ap- 
pear pleaſant to the eye and the appetite, may be un- 
worthy of the man, of the higher powers which thy 
maker has given thee. Sheqw zour/elves then men, O ye 


tranſgreſſors, Iſa. xlvi. 8. Be ye not as the horſe or the 


mule, which have no underſlanding, whoſe mouth muſf be 
held in with bit and bridle, Plalm xxxii. g. F 
2. By this they are called to make the principle of 
future judgment, more a matter of tui age to them- 
ſelves. There are many uſeful truths, derived both 
from natural light, and from revelation, in the minds 
both of young and old, which are not abſolutely diſ- 
carded or diſclaimed by them; and yet their aſſent is 
very 
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very feeble, in proportion to the evidence they might 
have for them: It is rather doubtful opinion with them, 
than knowledge or firm perſuaſion, and fo is of little 
efficacy. Now we ſhould endeavour to have the prin- 
ciples of religion, whether natural or revealed, more 
firmly rooted in our minds, by a frequent ſerious re- 
view of the grounds of our petſuaſion; eſpecially ſuch 
a neceiſary principle of all religion as this, that God 
will bring us to judgment. As $6 ot 
3. He chiefly would call them to confider this great. 
truth, and to apply it particularly to themſelves, and 


> to the direction of their actions. Know this for t 


good, Job v. 27. or as it is in the original of that place, 
| Know this for thyſelf. Then we know a truth, to 

good purpcſe, when we know it for ourſelves. More 
truths miis of their proper efficacy, for want of conti- 
deration; and prom application, than from direct 
ignorance or downright unbelief. And ſo does this 
in particular of a judgment to come. We know this 
for ourſelves, when in reference to the deliberate acti- 
ons we are about to perform, we enquire, by the bet 
light we can, whether they are good or evil, how th 

are like to paſs in the judgment; and chuſe or refuſe 
them accordingly: And when upon a review of our 
ſtate and actions, we accuſe or excuſe ourſelves in re- 
ference to them, as in the view of God, and of the 
final judgment he will paſs upon them. 

Thirdly, The fitneſs and force of this coaſiderarion 
to fortify the young againſt the temptations of their 
life and age, to engage them to mind religion betimes, 

is yet to be ſhewn. So it is here propoſed, as a pre · 
ſervative againſt the temptations, to which youth is in- 

cident: And it is ſoon followed with aa exhortation 
to early piety, ch. x11. 1. Le : 

1, Even youare liable to be called tojudgment, with- 
out having any other time to prepare for it beiides the 

days of your youth. Indeed, if you were ſure of long 
lite, it would be. very unwiſe conduct to ſpend your 
youth in the ſervice of fin ; becauſe this mutt ſtrength- 
en the habits of vice, and make your recovery every 


| - WW day 
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day more difficult and doubtful : For how /hall they do 


good, that are accuflomed to do evil ? Jer. xiii. 23. It 
muſt be madneſs to make work for repentance, if we 
were ſure of it in age, when we ſhall need all the ſup- 


ports of religion to ballance the unpleaſantneſs of thoſe. 


evil days. How uncomfortable muſt it be, to have the 
ſins of youth, either in the natural effects of them, or 
in remorſe of conſcience for them, to attend us when 
fleſh and heart are failing! . 


But your caſe is ſtill farther hazardous. From re- 
joicing in your youth, from walking in the way of hour 


heart and in the fight of your eyes, you may be immedi- 
_ ately hurried to the tribunal of God, with as little 
Warning as an old man. An unexpected accident may 
at once cut the thread of life. A raging fever, poſ- 


ſibly brought upon you by your own extravagancies, 


may burn you into hell. Or a ſweeping peſtilence 
may carry you, with thouſands of others in your com- 


pany, both young and old, quick into eternity. And 
What a fatal, aſtoniſhing ſurprize would it be to you, 


to find yourſelves at the bar of God receiving your 


unalterable doom, when juſt before you reckoned upon 
many years to come, and had the reckoning day far 
from your thoughts? Know rheu then, that thou muſt. 


come to judgment, and poſlibly paſs to it from the 
prime of youth. Vouch therefore, however you may 


flatter yourſelves, does not make you to be uncon- 


cerned in this argument, | 
2. The temptations of life are uſually ſo firong to 


young people, that they have peculiar need of ſuch a 


powerful and awakening preſervative. In your age 
appetites are vicl-at, paſſions are ſtrong, judgment is 
weak, experience is ſmall. In ſuch circumſtances you 
are entring upon a new world ; it may be, juſt diſ- 


charged from the immediate care of your parents, or 


of other good perſons, who watched for your welfare 
with fear and trembling. You are contracting new 
acquaintance, and it is well if vou meet not with many 
to miſlead you. You are generally fond of trying new 


Experiments ; and thoſe are too often dangerous riſques. 
In 


. rg 
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In ſuch a caſe there is a peculiar fitneſs in this thought, 
the moſt awful of all others, an account to be given u 
to God for all your actions, to lay you under reftraints 
from ruining yourſelves, and to preſerve you within 
the bounds of reaſon and religion, and of your true 
intereſt, your everlaſting intereſt, You may meet 
with the judgment of ſome with whom you converſe, 
on the ſide of vice, or at leaſt ſoftening it, and putting 
fair colours upon it; ready to allure you to it, to be 
examples in it, and even to deride you, if you will not 
run into the ſame exceſs of riot: You have need then 
to be well armed with ſuch a thought as this; He that 
Judges me is the Lerd; How can 1 do this evil, and 
/in againſt God? How can I anſwer for ſuch a ſinful 
— . 8888 5 
3. The proſpect of judgment 1s not only a proper 
argument to your fear; but, as repreſented in the 
goſpel, a proper argument to your hope alſo. If there 
were no hope of ſtanding by any means in the judg- 
ment, it might be our wiſdom to ſhake off the thoughts 
of it, as long as we can. But, bleſſed be God, a 
judgment -day may be a joyful dag. 
WWWe muſt all be caſt indeed, if tried by the law of 
innocence, The beſt, the moſt ſober and regular, 
either young or old perſon, in this ſtate of imperfec- 
tion, has reaſon to join in the P/almif?'s prayer, P/alm 
cxliii. 2. Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant ; 
for in thy fight Hall no man living be juſtified. For the 
_ evhele arorld is concluded guilty before Ged. But by the 
grace of the goſpel there is room for pardon ; though 
finners, we may ſtand in the judgment, if we are not 
impenitent ſinners. Proviſion is made by rhe blood of 
Chriſt ſor cleanfing us from all ſin, 1 John i. 7. God has 
promiſed in the new covenant, that he aui be merciful 
10 our unrighteouſneſſes, and our fins and cur iniguities 
be ewwill remember no more, Heb. viii. 12. There is no 
condemnation to them that are in Chriſt J(jus, Rom. viii. 1. 
Whatever prodigals we have been, it by him we ariſe 
and return to our father, he 1s readier to receive us, 
than we are to return to him. IF wwe judge ourſelves 
H 2 | with 
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with truly penitent hearts, we hall not be judged, 
1 Cor. xi. 31. If we confeſs and forſake our fins, we 
ſhall find mercy ; even the mercy of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt at that day, and unto eternal life. 

This 7% s, the Saviour, is to be our immediate 
judge. And while he will juſtly be terrible to his ob- 
ſtinate enemies, he will be the joy of all his believing. 


people. For awhen he ſhall be revealed from heaven, 
in flaming fire, taking wengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not his Goſpel ; — he qawill came 


zo be gloriſied in his ſaints, and admired in all them 


that believe, 2 Theil. i. 7.10. A judgment to come 


then is the moſt inviting, as well as the moſt awaken- 
ing argument, either to young or old, to fly from the 


| wrath to come, and to prepare to meet the judge 


For plication, 1 ſhall briefly addreſs myſelf three 
1, To all; earneſtly defiring you to conſider and 


lay to heart this important truth, that for your whole 


conduct God will bring you into judgmeat. This 
nearly concerns you, whether you are young or old, 


| whether you have behaved well or ill, whether you are 


yer ready or unready for this great event. Be per- 
ſuaded to believe this a reality, which is a truth 
founded in natural light, but made as clear as the ſun- 
ſhine by revelation. But cſpecially I would preſs you 
to make it the ſubject of your frequent and ſerious 
thoughts. Conſider, that | 

Your neglecting to think of it, will not make your 
condition one jot better than it is in itſelf, The rec- 


| koning-day is not really more doubtful, or more 


diſtant, becauſe you ſorget it. No; if you are yet 
in your fins, whatever you do, your damnation flumbers | 
not, Nor will your accounts be tha eaſier, when you | 
come to give them up, for your omitting to concern 
yourſe ves abut them. God ſurely will not be the 
more favou able, becauſe you would not trouble your- 


ſelves to know how matters ſtood between him and you. 
And on the other hand, . 


Lour 


- Serm. IV. à Future Judgment, &c. 77 


Your ſerious thoughts of this judgment-day are ne- 
ceſſary to your ſafety and confidence in it. This is 
the way to repentance and amendment, before it be 
too late; to place ourſelves as at the bar of God by 
faith and meditation, and in ſuch a poſture to hint 
ſeriouſly on our ways, that ſo we may turn our feet unto 
his teflimonies, Pſalm cxix. 59. And to have our ac- 
counts kept even, by a frequent and ſtrict examination 
of them at the bar of our own conſciences, will enable 
us to look forward to the bar of God with comfort, 
as ready to give up our account there with joy and 
JJ RE a 5 
2. I would apply to thoſe of the riſing age, whoſe 
paſt character and conduct has too much anſwered the 
deſcription of youth in the text, Have you chiefly 
affected a jovial and a gay life? Preſumed upon the ſe - 
curity of your youth? And ſet up your own inclina- 
tions for your rule, inſtead of the fear and laws of God? 
Have you put the evil day far from you? Will you 
allow that candle of the Lord within you, your con- 
ſcience, to make a faithful report to yourſelves, as in 
the fight of God, how the matter of fact ſtands? If 
' your temper and humour hitherto have run in the vein 
deſcribed, frow thou, O young man or young woman, 
that for all theſe things God will bring thee into 


Judgment. „ | 
8: You have, in the forbearance of God, one admonition 
; more of this matter : Will you mind it? It may he 
your parents or pious friends have often put you in 
remembrance of the ſame thing, but without effect. 
Poſſibly you could not prevent your own conſciences 
from giving you the memento ſometimes, but you have 
ſilenced them: And you may make a ſhift to forget 
this. What, if the next call ſhould be from this de- 
ſpiſed God himſelf, Give an account of thy fleward- 
ſhip, for thou mayeſt be no longer fleward? Or ſup- 
poſe at midnight a cry ſhould be made, Behold, the 
Bridegroom cometh, your judge 1s at the door, go ye out 
to meet him. Can you chuſe, whether you ſhall obey 
the ſummons? Can you anſwer at his bar for your 
- 2 BT conduct? 
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conduct? Can the goſpel itſelf, which will be to you 
the rule of judgment, adminiſter any relief, while this 
is your courſe ? Or can you bear the eternal anger of 
an unreconciled God ? If to all this you muſt anſwer 
in the negative, is it not high time to make ſapplication to 


Four judge, and to beg his mercy in the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, before the ſentence is executed? Should you 
not ſay from this time forward, Lord, other lords have had 


| dominion over me, the devil, and my youthful lutts, and 


my vicious adviſers; I have aſſumed to be my own 


maſter; but by thy grace for the future I uu make 


mention only of thy name? I conſecrate the remainder of 
my youth, and whatever portion of life thou ſhalt yet 


be pleaſed to allow me, to thee ; aſhamed, that I have 
lived ſo long to myſclf, and without thee in the world? 
Then God will admit you among his ſervants and 
children, he will be with you through life, and you 
may look forward to death and judgment with chear- 
fulneſs and joy. FOE 


3. I ſhall cloſe all with an addreſs to virtuous youth. 
Have you hitherto e&/-aped the pollutions that are in the 
world, through the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Fefus Chrijt? 5 

You have reaſon to be very thankful to God, who 


has made you to differ from the generality of young 


people. If vicious inclinations have only been re- 
{trained by the biaſ which a good education has put 
upon you, and by the advantages of providence in ſe- 
curing you as yet from ſuch temptations as have been 
the ruin of others; you have reaſon greatly to value 
this, as preventing many youthful fias, which would 
have been the grief of your friends, pernicious to the 
world abhut you, and would have put you much far- 
ther from the kingdom of Gd. But reſt not ſatisfied 


without a thorough and hearty ſurrender of yourſelves 

to Gos, and ſuch an effeRual principle of religion 

and goodneſe, as may entitle you to the you aſſiſt- 
e, 


ances of God thraugh your whole courſe, that your 
latter end may not be worſe than your beginning. : 
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Tf your hearts can bear you witneſs, that in your 
early days you-are thus fixed for God, that you have 
grown up before the Lord to be truly religious betimes; 
this is a ſubject of thankfulnt is, which you will ſee 
reaſon. to enlarge your praiſes for more and more 
through every day of hfe, and moit of all when you 
come to judgment. 1 
Vet what you have heard to be the natural biaſs of 
youth, ſhould make you ſenſible of what is in your 

heart, and therefore ſtill fix you on your guard againſt 
temptations. And when moſt young people are ſet 
another way, it muſt be your wiſdom to be very cautious, 
whom you make your companions and aſſociates, leſt 
you ſhould receive infection from them; as many have 

done, who once made promising appearances, and 
thought themſelves to be religious in earneſt. . 

And fince you will unavoidably meet with many 
temptations in a preſent evil world, both from within 
and from without; you ſhould arm yourſelves with 


the moit lively and ſerious and frequent thoughts of 8 


this future judgment as your preſervative. 
Endeavour to recommend aviſdom's ways to other 
youth as ways of pleaſantneſs. As pleaſure is their 
idol, you can do nothing ſo likely to prevail with them 
to become the ſervants of God, as to ſhew them, that 
religion is not an ene ny to true pleaſure, hut a foun- 
dation for the gieateſt and the beſt. Avoid therefore 
all moroſeneſs of behaviour; lay not a lireſs upon ſu- 
perſtitious and unc acted aulterities, in the ſtead 
ot plain duty; but let your ſteufaſtneſs in the practice 
of that which is indiſputably good ſhew them, that 
religion anſ«ers your e. pectation. 
And in order to your ſecurity and progreſs, daily pray 
to God to turn away or eyes from bebelding wamty, 
and to flablifh, flrengthen and jertle you by his good 


ſpirit, that you may be found without got and blameleſs 
at the coming of our Lord Jeſus. 
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The Evils attending Old Age, conſi— 
dered as an Argument for early 
Piety. 8 


— 


ECCLES. xii. 1. 


5 (latter part of the verſe.) 


— While the evil days come not, nor the 
a years | draw nigb, when thou ſhalt ſay, 1 | 


bave no pleaſure in them. 


NN N HERE are few who are not conſcious of 
a deſire to live to old age; and moſt 


* T people are ready to flatter themſelves into 


an expeRation of a thing, which is ſo 
. N= much in their inclination. The young 


are apt to build much upon this proſpect. While many 


of them ſuffer themſelves to be impetuouſly carried 


away by their youthful luſts; if conſcience and the 
inſtructions they have received in a good education 


give them ſome diſturbance, yet they find means to 
lay all quiet by the hope of repentance, and of ſetting 
all to rights in the decline of life, before they go off 

the ſtage. ROS 
But if they would allow themſelves to think, they 
might ſoon be convinced, that the very hope of a lon 
1 © e 
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life is prefumption ; vaſt odds are again any one that 
comes into the world, that he will ever reach it. To 
lay any ſtreſs then upon an uncertain, and even an im- 
probable event, eſpecially ſuch a ſtreſs as to leave our 
everlaſting intereſls at a hazard, is perfect madneſs. 
But let us ſuppoſe, you ſhould have your expecta- 
tion, that it ſhould be your lot to be among the 
few, whoſe thread of life is lengthened out to a 
you extent in compariſon with others; yet the very 
ſeaſon which you imagine moſt convenient to attend 
to religion and to begin a preparation for eternity, 
is in truth quite the contrary ; and the proſpect of cold 
age is itſelf a ſtrong argument for early religion. 
So it is made uſe of here by Sclomon. Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt 
ar, I have no pleaſure in them. Becauſe declining 
years are evil Cays, and years, of which men, who 
arrive at them, are obliged to ſay, that they have no 
_ pleaſure in them; therefore it is an undoubted point 
of wiſdom to make religion our buſineſs, before thoſe 
evil days come. This argument is to be our preſent 
ſubject. The apprebenſſon of the evils, with which life 
is like to be attended, if it ſhould be lengthened out to 
eld age, is a firong argument to early religion. And 
. _ conſideration of it, I ſhall proceed on two 
heads. e 


I. Give you ſome view of the diſadvantageous cir- 
cumſtances of old age, upon account of which, de- 
clining years may be called evil days. 


II. Shew the reaſonableneſs of early religion upon 
this conſideration. 9 


I. I would lay the foundation of my particular ad- 
dreſſes to the young at this time, in giving ſome view 
of the diſadvantageous circumſtances which commonly 
attend old age, by reaſon of which, declining years 
may be called evi days. Slomon particularly * 

$ 
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this ws tots ggg of age to the ſerious confidera- 
tion of youth; plainly intimating thereby, that it 
may be very profitable to thoſe, who are not yet 


entred into the claſs of old people themſelves, to 
think beforehand, what that period of life is more or 
lets to thoſe who arrive at it; and what it is like to prove 
to themſelves, if God ſhould ſpare them in life till 


that tim. 


I be wiſe man deſcribes the latter years of men, as 


in general, years, when they muſt ſay, I have no plea- 


ſure in them, Which often proves emphatically true 


in experience in various reſpects. 


1. The things, in which once they took the great- 


eſt pleaſure, may he withdrawn by that time, or ren- 


dered very uncomfortable. I'his proves frequently 
the caſe of the aged in obvious experience, Few live 
many years in this parting world, but they find them- 


ſelves bereaved of a great number of pleaſant friends 
and agreeable relations, who have gone before them 


to their long home, and have left them for intimates 
almoſt alone in the earth. Such as once were their 
delightful companions, or the ſtricteſt partners of their 
Joys and ſorrows, are no more in this world. Or 
their dear children, once the chearful olive - plants 
round about their table, who were the deſire of their 
eyes and the hope of their age, are, it may be, laid 
in the grave befare them, and they are written child - 
leſs; with this thought left them, I fall go to them, 


but they ſhall not return to me. Or poſſibly, which 
is yet ſtill worſe, their beloved offspring, by their un- 

dutifulneſs and extravagancies, may be bringing their 
grey hairs with forrow to the grave. Sometimes alſo 
their worldly circumftances are abridged, when they 


have moſt need of ſupport. Thus, the things, which 


in former periods of life principally miniltered to 


their pleaſure, are often withdrawn and gone, by that 


2. The pleaſure they might take in active life 


time the ſhadows of the evening are come upon 


ceaſes, by their being diſabled for it. The Fine 
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of the mind cannot exert themſelves as formerly, 
through the indiſpoſition of the bodily organs by 
which they act, and the defect of the animal ſpirits. 


The memory uſually decays. The limbs grow heavy 


and ſtiff, and a liſtleſſneſs for action naturally creeps 
on. They either become incapable of converſation, 


or dead to it. And thoſe, once moſt buſy upon the 


ſtage of life, either care not how little they do, or 
cannot accompliſh what they deſire to do, how 


ſtrongly ſoever inclined to it. How little can the beſt 


diſpoſed do at ſuch a time, either to ſerve God, or 


themſelves, or their generation! Indeed they rather 
need the conſtant athftance of others, than can 
any ; and mult often be rather at the pleaſure of others, 
than at their own diſpoſal. So true a deſcription is 
that, of the ordinary difference between youth and age, 


give 


which indeed Chriſt delivers to Peter in reference to 


his particular circumſtances, John xxi. 18. Perily, 


werily, I ſay unto thee, when thou ewaſt young, thou 


girdedft thyſelf, and walted/? whither thou wouldſt : 
Hut ac ben thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt fretch forth thine 


hands, and another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee 


3. The pleaſures, which for the matter of them 
remain, are uſually imbittered, and can be little en- 


Joyed, becauſe they are called off to attend to growing 


infirmities. Afflictive pains and aches uſually come 
thick, and all the uneaſineſſes of a breaking conſlitu- 
tion, which make weariſome days and weariſome 


nights. Diſeaſes, which were before occaſional, be- 


come now habitual and fixed; and a'moſt every part 


is affeQed with ſome malady or other. In ſuch a caſe 


as this, how little enjoyment can a man have of 
the comforts he is poiſeſſed of? As, ſuppoſe of his 


plentiful treaſures, or even of the ſociety of faithful 


friends, or 2greeable relations, or dutiful children, 


| tho” they ſhould yet be by the way with him? Pain, 


and fickneſs, and nature tending toward a diſſolution, 


imbitter all. 


4 The pleaſures of ſenſe become dull and inſipid, 
by the leſſening of natural firength and * the 
Say: abate- 
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abatement of bodily appetite, and the failure or 

blunting of the tenſes. „ 

The two laßt particulars are moſt elegantly repre- _ 

ſented by Solomæn, in ſeveral verſes after the tet“. 
Ver. 2. The jun and the hight and the moon and the 


ars are dirieaed. They appear more dim and ob- 
ſcure than formerly they were wont to do, not from 
any deray or diminution of their luſtre, but from a 
failure in our eye to perceive them. The clouds return 
after the rain. One infhrmity diſcovers itſelf after 
another; ſo that a man never enjoys fair weather 
long together. VVV 


Fer. 3. The keepers of the houſe tremble. By which 
we are probably to underſtand the arms and hands, 


which were uſed to defend the body from danger ; 
theſe are enfeebled, it may be, by the ſhock of a 
| palſy, or by the mere failure of the ſpirits. The 
flrong men bow themſclves. The back and ſhoul- 


ders, which are the firength of the body, begin to 


bow and bend downwards: And the ſtrong ſinews in 
every part grow ſtiff and feeble. The prinders ceaſe, 
| becauſe they are few. The teeth are many of them 


drop'd, and the re!t diſabled from performing their 
office. Thoſe that look out of the windows are darkened. 
The decay of the eye - ſight being commonly one of 
the earlieſt ſymptoms of decaying nature, and at the 


| ſame time one of the moſt affecting, the ſacred writer 


touches upon that again. As he had deſcribed it 


| before by the abatemeat of the agreeable luſtre of the 
light; ſo here by the decay of the ſenſe itfelf ; which 


is the ſenſe that of all others gives moſt notices to us 
from the world about us. | : 
Ver. 4. The doors are ſhut in the flreets, when the 


found of the grinding is low. The doors of the lips 


fall in by the loſs of teeth, and the voice becomes low 


and indiſtinct. He ri/es up at the voice of a bird, The 
vigour of nature is fo far ſpent, that his reſt is eaſily 


diſturbed by the ſlighteſt noiſe. And all the daughters 
See Biſhop Patrick's Paraphraſe, a 
of 
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of muſic are brought loxw, i. e. The ears, which were 
uſed to be gratefully entertained with muſic and har- 
monious ſounds, ars become dull and dead to ſuch 
delights. This is like old Barillai's deſcription of 
himſelf, 2 Sam. xix. 35. I am this day furſcore years 
old, and can 1 diſcern between good and evil? can thy 
ſervant. taſte what I eat or what I drink? can I hear 
any more the voice of ſinging men and i, inging women ? 
Ver. 5. He is afraid of that which is bigh, and fears 
are in the way. His ſ pirits are ſo low and feeble, that 
he is ready to ſhew a timorouſneſs upon every 
flight occaſion. The almond-tree flouriſhes ; the grey 
| hairs increaſe, an early ſign of nature tending to 
decay. The graſchopper is a burtben. The lightelt 
weight is felt; the ſmalleſt affliction is ready to over- 
ſet him. Aud defire fails. He has very little taſte 
remaining for any enjoyment of life. Becauſe he goes 
to his long home. Becauſe he feels nature ebbing out, 
and he has an immediate proſpe& of death approach- 
ing. Which diſſolution of nature, as to the ſeveral 


! viral parts, and their functions and operations, the 


wiſe man goes on to deſcribe in ver. 6. which leads 
me to one obſervation more. 

5. The pleaſure of hoping. that there will be any 
change conſiderably for the better in this world 4 
onally muſt ceaſe too. In other evils of life there may be 
ſome hope of better times and circumſtances, which 
greatly qualifies an exerciſe, and contributes to ſup- 
port the ſpirits under it. In occaſional pains, during 
the vigour of life, there may be hope of the reſtora- 
tion of eaſe; or in a fit of ſickneſs, that nature, by 
the bleſſing of God, may be able to overcome the 
diſtemper. But nature forbids an old man to enter 
tain any great expectations in time. He knows his 
better days are ſenſibly over, that age itſelf is an in - 
curable diſeaſe, that he has no room to expect the 
miracle of renewing his youth, in a literal ſenſe. 
When the harbingers of death are upon him; he muſt 
be altogether ſtupid, if he ſees not that te day of 
his departure hence 1 is coming. 


1 Every 


86 The Evils attending Old Age, SæRMu. V. 


Every aged perſon feels more br leſs of theſe things, 

and every young one ſees them in the old. Nor is 
the common period alter'd fince Maſes's time. P/alm 
xc. 10. The days of our years (ſuppoſing no accident, 
no mortal diſtemper of the many to which men are 
ſubject, to ſhorten them, but that men are ſuffered to 
go on to the length of nature's courſe ; ſuppoſing 
this, our years) are threeſcore years and ten; how very 


few indeed exceed that? Bit if, by reaſon of flrengtbz. 


very uncommon ftrength, they be ſets years, yet 
is their firength labour and ſorrow. e little remain- 
ders of firength, which any then enjoy, ſcarce ſerve 
for any thing more than to keep them a little longer 
in a ſtate of toilſome labour and ſorrowful infir- 
mities. „„ | 2 

This is the ordinary ſtate of old age. Now 


II. Let me ſhew the reaſonableneſs of early reli- 
gion upon this conſideration, before theſe evil days 
come. Moſt young people are of another mind. 
They think the 8 of an unbounded appe- 
tite, and the indulgence of ſenſual pleaſures, better 
ſuited to the vigour of life; at leaſt that ferious piety, 
and a clofe and diligent application to all the duties 
of it, need not to be minded till theſe evil days come. 
To give a check to theſe mad ſentiments of thought- 
leſs youth, Solomon, in the latter end of the laſt chap- 
ter, ſets the future judgment in their view. But know 
thou, that for all theſe things God will bring thee into 
judgment. Which I formerly confidered on one of theſe 


occaſions, Here he uſes another argument; he puts 


the young man in mind of old age; Q. D. Thou 
© careſt not to think of the future judgment, tho? that 
© will certainly come. But thou wiſheſt for a lon 

life, tho' that may never come. And yet if that 
© ſhould come, it will be an evil day. Remember 
then thy Creator in the days of thy youth, before 
© that evil day comes, which out of a fondneſs for ' 
this life thou wiſheft may come.“ And the force of 
the argument to engage to early piety from the evils 

NY | 8 uſually 
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uſually attending old age, is very great, if you 
will but ſerioully lay it to heart. I would now re- 
preſent it to you in ſeveral particulars. 
1. This may be ſufficient to convince us, that ſen- 
ſible enjoyments are not fit to be made our chief good, 
ſince the pleaſure and ſatisfaction reſulting from them 
are ſo very ſhort-lived. They not only cannot promt 
us beyond the grave ; but they are not ſuthcient to 
make us happy tbro' the few and evil days of our pil- 
grimage below. We may loſe any of them, or loſe the 
reliſh of any of them, even in the earlier time of life. 
But as death comes to work in us, tho? it ſhould make 
but a flow and gradual progreſs, yet before it makes 
execution, we are neceſſarily dying, to the pleaſures 
of life, by the decays of nature, though we ſhould 
not be mortified to them upon the principles of reli- 
gion. Is this world then to be fixed upon for our por- 
tion, which even cannot ſatisfy us while we are in it, 
nor make us eaſy to the common period of human 
life ? Surely God would have made all men in vain 
if they had nothing better to look for. Would to God 
therefore, that young people had the wiſdom to 


think a little farther than they do! They defire 


long life for the ſake of worldly good, which in their 
' youthful gaiety ſeems a great thing in their eye. But 
in that long life they wiſh for, the more it is length- 

ened out, the more they will feel themſelves to be miſ- 
taken in their expectations from it. You deſire long life; 
but do you not find implanted in your natures a defire 
of immortality ? Now can that give you any proſpect 
of happineſs beyond this life, which, if you make 
obſervations upon old people, you may ſee to be of 

little uſe or comfort to them in their declining days? 
Since therefore vanity of vanities is written in the moſt 
legible characters upon all preſent good, it ſhould lead 
you to entertzin ſerious thoughts of religion, which 
alone propoſes a ſolid comfort thro” the worſt hours of 
life, and brings life and immortality, or immortal 
life, to light. 1 5 


Ns 2. It 
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2. It muſt be moſt unworthy of God, to put him 
off with the worſt part of life. To think of entering 
upon his ſervice, when we are ſcarce capable of any 
active ſervice at all; when our time and ſtrength have 
been worn out in the ſervice cf fin, and we are come 

to cur evil days, ſuch as we can take no pleaſure in 
ourſelves. How unbecoming a treatment 1s this of 
the Majefly ia the heavens ! of Him, in whom we live 
and move, and have our beings! who hath given us 
all our powers, and furniſhed us with all our talents ! 
Shall the devil and the fleſh have that part of life de- 
voted to them, which alone deſerves the name of life; 
and God have no more than the refufe, that which 
lies upon our hands, wherein we can do little and en- 
joy little? JF ye offer the blind for ſacrifice, is it not | 
evil? ard if ye offer the lame and ſich, is it not evil? ; 
offer it now 10 thy governor ; will he be pleaſed with : 
hee, or accept thy perſon, faith the Lord of hes? 
Mal. i. 8. How much leſs aſſurance muſt there be of 
our acceptance in ſuch circumſtances, than if we re- 
turn to our Father in the flower of time, when we 
chuſe him for life, and not only for death? The 
young would do well to remember, that their youth- 
ful capacities are. as the male in their flock; and that 
God calls him a decei ver, and denounces a cur/e againſt 
him, who, having a male in his flock, wyoweth and 
facr:ficeth a torrupt thing to the Lord, Mal. i. 14. 
3. Theſe diſadvantageous circumſtances of age make 
it highly improhable, that we ſhould be recovered to 
true repentance then, if we continue to ſerve fin thro. 
our better days. You may be ready to think, that f 
when your ycuchfel blood 1s cooled, and the vigour f 
of nature ſpent, you ſhall more naturally fall into ſe- 7 
- Tious thoughts, and without much difficulty bring your 
miads to attend to the intereſts of your ſouls, and a 
preparation for eternity, to break off your fins by re. 
pentance, and engage in newneſe of life. But expe- 
rience is clearly againſt you. There are few, very 
few inſtances of converts in old age; but, generally 
ſpeaking, the maſter that people ſerve in their 8 h, 
they 
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they continue to ſerve to their dying day, whether it 


be God or the devil. Nor is this at all ſtrange, or 
hard to be accounted for. The habit of ſinning, as 
all habits, becomes daily ſtronger by exerciſe. How 
will he do good, that is accuſtomed to de cuil? Jer. x11. 
23. And tho' a capacity of gratifying youthful luſts. 
may leave men in a great mealure as they adyance in 


years; yet their vices ſtill retain a hold in their affec-. 


tions and imaginations ; ſo that he who was filthy in 
youth, is commonly filthy in age too. The vicious 


taint ſtill pollutes the heart, tho' the effects of it may 
not be ſo obvious in life. It is alſo to be conſider'd, 
that it is one of the diſadvantages naturally attending 
age, to be more ſtiff and untractable, to be peculiar- 


ly tenacious of ſentiments formerly entertained, to 


_ eſteem themſelves too wiſe to learn, and fitter ta 


diate to others, than to receive reproof or inſtruction 
from others. This makes their caſe more hopeleſs, 


if they have continued enemies to God and goodneſs 


through their former days, than the caſe of the young. 


The latter are naturally more pliable, and capable of 
perſuaſion. The days of youth are emphatically 2% 
days of mens choice; ſo the original word is in the be- 


ginning of this verſe. Beſides, the infirmities of age 


render men very much indiſpoſed for the application 
and pains that are neceſſary to a ſound and thorough 
change of heart and life. And there can be little rea- 

| ſon to expect God's extraordinary aids at ſuch a junc- 
ture, to ſoften a heart that has been continually hard- 


ening thro? a long life, and that has obſtinately and 
frequently reſiſted the kindly motions of the divine Spi - 


rit in a more promiſing ſeaſon. For you who are 
born in God's houſe, and trained up in his courts, 


there is very littlz hope that you ſhould ever become 
wiſe unto ſalvation, if not in the former part of life, 


| 4+ Early piety will prevent that increaſe of the ca- 


lamities of age, which many bring upon themſelves by 
their own fins. Age has at the beſt unavoidable infir- 
mities enow attending it; you will be very unwiſe 


indeed to add to them by indulging ſuch practices, as. 
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In the natural courſe of things muſt make the load of 
declining life much heavier. And yet this is evidently 
the fruit of intemperance, of incontinence, of prodi- 
gality. You ſee on every hand numbers of people 
murdering themſelves by their own vices, ſo that they 
live not half their days; and others ſo enfeebling 
their conflitutions, waſting their natural ſpirits, pol- 


lasting their blood, and corrupting ail the humours of 


their bodies by youthful debaucheries, that their being 
reprieved to old age, only ſerves to make them a pillar 
of ſalt for the admonition of a riſing generation. 
| Their bones are full of the fin of their youth, which 
Hall lie down with them in the duſt, Job xx. 11. 
Their bodies are the witneſſes of their polluted minds; 
and ſtanding monuments for the warning of all, that 
rhe very way of tranſgreſſors is hard. They haſten age 
on, with all its infirmities, frequently many years 
before the uſual period: and have the bitter addition 
of this reflection, that they have brought this upon 
themſelves. They mourn at the laft, when their fleſh 


and their body are conſumed, ſaying, How have I bated | 


inſtruction, and my heart deſpiſed reproof ! Prov. v. 11, 12. 
Early piety will be the beſt preſervative againſt all 


this. That will fortify againſt the ſtrongeſt and moſt 


alluring temptations: As it did young Je hh, Gen. 
xxxix. 9. How can I do this great wickedne/s, and fin 
againſt God? ? | 

F. Early piety will be the moſt effectual means to 
ſoften the unavoidable evils that attend this period of 
life. This ſeems to be the main intention of Selomor 
in the text, to adviſe people to remember their Creator 
In the days of their youth, before the evil days come, 
as the beſt preparation for them, and that which will 
adminiſter the principal comfort and ſupport in them. 
And certainly both experience and reaſon may con- 
vince us, that nothing can contribute ſo much to alle- 
viate thoſe evil days, as an early devotedneſs to God, 
and a fincexe and uniform courſe of walking with 


We 
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Wie ſhall not then have upon our hands the additi- 
onal burthen of ſecuring our greateſt concern, when 
Ve are labouring under many other burthens, and when 
we have but little capacity or inclination left to apply 
_ ourſelves with vigour to any thing. No, we ſhall be 
able to review this as already. done and over : That 
our peace with God thro' Chriſt is ſettled. We know 
whom we have believed. FV 
We ſhall have the happineſs to find ourſelves fixed 
right, at a time when human nature is leaſt diſpoſed 
or qualizned for & change. * 
We ſhall have our minds well furniſhed with a ſtock 
of uſeful materials to meditate upon, if by the decay 
of our ſenſes we ſhould be leſs capable than formerly 
of hearing, and reading, and converſing with pious 
friends. 3 „ : 
We ſhall have a foundation for comfortable reflec. 
tions and inward peace, whatever our outward ſorrows 
and inconveniencies may be. We ſhall not have a 
_ wounded ſpirit to fink us, when the ſpirit of a man 

can hardly ſuſtain his infirmity, Prov. xvii. 14. 

But may be able to reflect with pleaſure upon a life 
paſt, if we can ſay with Obadiah, I feared the Lord 

rom my youth, 1 Kings xviti. 12. How many melan- 

choly thoughts will this prevent? How many comfort- 
able ones will it produce? If you are deprived of 
your pious friends or dear relations by death; you 
will have the plcaſure of thinking, that in former days, 
while you were by the way together, you endeavoured 
to perform your duty to them. If yon have hopes 
that they finiſhed well, you may chearfully reflect, that 
you contributed your endeavours to help them towards 
heaven: Or even if you have fears about their coadi- 
tion, yet your minds may be at reſt from a conſciouſ- 
neſs of this, that you performed your duty as long as 
they remained under your eye. If you ſhould be re- 
duced to ſtrait circumitances then; yet, if you can re- 
collect, that you honoured God and ſerved your genera- 
tion with your ſubſtance, while you had it, this will 
miniſter a very grateful review. If you are * 
rom 
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from hearing or reading fo, as once you could perform 
either; but conſcience can bear you witneſs, that you 
uprightly improved opportunities for both, while God 
fpared to you the uſe of your ſenſes ; the loſs or decay 
of them will be much more eaſy to bear, If you 


ſhould be confined and laid aſide from uſefulneſs, it ' 


will be a very alleviating thought, that you were act- 
ive for God, and the good of mankind, and improved 
your talents conſcientiouſly, till God laid you aſide. 

We ſhall then be intitled to all the comforts and 
ſupports in thoſe evil days, which religion ſuggeſts. 

We may refreſh ourſelves with meditating on the pro- 
miſes ſuited to our cafe, That God will never leave 
ner forſake us. That 10 old age and boar hairs he qwill 
carry us, Iſa. xlvi. 4. That as our day is, ſo ſball our 
ftrength te. That we ſhall be flouriſhing in the houſe of 
God, and bring forth fruit in old age, Pſalm xcii. 13, 14. 
In all our burthens and ſorrows we may apply to God 
in prayer with confidence and aſſurance of faith; like 

the pſalmiſt, P/alm Ixxi. 17, 18. O God, theu baft 

taught me from my youth, and bitherto have 1 decla: ed 
thy wondrous works. Now alſo when 1 am old and 
grey- headed, O God, forſake me not. And eſpecially 
ne ſhall have the proſpect of everlaſting reſt near ap- 
proaching. When we can have no hope of better- 
ing our condition in this world, yet we mall have hope 
in death. . 1 | 
And now having gone through this argument, al- 
low me to cloſe with an addreſs both to the old and 
young. 8 5 — | 
1. To ſuch as are in declining years. 

If any ſuch, to whom this addreſs may reach, 
ſhould have ſpent « paſt life without making a reli- 
gio''s proviſion for this evil day, they are to be pitied 
indeed. I would not defire zo increaſe the ſorro of 
you growing infirmities, by putting you upon any 
unneceſſary ſorrows in addition. But I mult be faith · 


ful to you, to prevent greater. 


Sorrow not only for your bodily infirmities, but 
much more for your ſins. The one is a worldly ſor- 
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row, that worketh death. The other is the only thing, 


that can give hope in your caſe. Oh, apply to God in 
your little inch of time, if perhaps he may be intreat- 
ed, and yet ſhew mercy to you. If you are now feel - 
ing the effects of declining nature, if fleſh and heart 


are failing; think, how much worſe you have to feel 


in a little while, if you die in your fins, and have not 
your peace made with God through Jeſus Chriſt. You 
have made it neceſſary to yourſelves, by your own 
former ſollies and negle& of God, and of your fouls, 


_ that age ſhould be farther imbittered to you by the be- 


ginnings of repentance. If this be ſincere, there is 
yet hope in your caſe, ſince you are within the ſtate of 


trial; and you will find yourſelves ſurprizing inſtan- 
ces of divine grace, when your crazy body is diſ- 5 


ſolved. 


But if you have had the wiſdom to prepare for 


this evil day beforehand ; ſurely you will now bleſs 


_ God with a ſpecial favour, who gave you this counſel, 


when you feel the benefit of it in your preſent ſupports... 


' Reckon your condition, as it is, much happier, than 
that of the moſt vigorous finner. Let the grace, 
ſhewn you in your greateſt concern, reconcile you to 


all the neceſſary uneaſineſſes of your ſtate of pilgrim- 
age. Nothing befalls you herein but what is common 
to men, even to good men; nothing that intimates 


ſo much as a frown from your heavenly father. God 
compaſſionates you, and will be with you down to 


death, and will bring you up again, with a body ſub- 


ject to none of theſe decays and infirmities. Your re- 


deemer can be — wich the ſeeling of your infir- 


_ mities. 


Endeavour to glorifv God by the exerciſe of faith 


and patience, and by a behaviour becoming his wait- 


ing ſervants. Repine not, if God has given you a 
difinif on from active ſervice ; but thank him, that he 
was pleaſ-d to make any uie of you heretofore : And 
endeavour now to be examples of a paſſive, chearful, 


Think 


chriſtian ſubmiſſion. 


94 The Evils attending Old Age, SRM. V. 


Think of the ſhortneſs of the exerciſe remaining, 
and the bleſſed end which is near approaching. Be 
not uneaſy to ſtay God's time. He has work even 
for you to do, to ſhew how chriftianity can ſupport 
and direct, when nature is wearing cut. And while 
God can have any glory from you, be content to be 
ſo employed. 5 5 
 _ Give good counſel to thoſe about you; at leaſt en- 
deavour to benefit them by your prayers, when your 
ou may not ſerve you for much inſtruction and 

advice, ns 


Otten renew what you have done already, the ſo- 


lemn ſurrender of yourſelves to God. Watch over 
your daily frame; and endeavour to be ſo ready, that 
you can meet your maſter's ſummons with abundant 
joy, and ſay with triumph at the finiſhing ſtroke, 
Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace. 
2. To 3 are 2 =o to the decline of 
life; but either growing up into the world, or in the 
4s K . TY 
You are not ſure, you ſhall be ſpared to the period 
I have been ſpeaking of. It is much more likely in- 
deed, that you will not. But remember, if unready, 
you have much worſe evils to look for, than thoſe 
which attend old age. If out of Chriſt, if dead in 
fin, and death ſhould ſurprize you in that condition; 
you have evils to look for, which admit of no fupport, 
and out of which you can have no proſpeQ of deliver- 
_ ance for ever. 5 5 
Reckon not upon old age, as a thing to be depend- 


ed on; nor ſet your hearts upon it, as a thing worth 


cChuſing or earneſtly deſiring. Wo be to that man, 


who has no better hope than this, that he ſhall live to 
be old, i. e. that he ſhall live to an evil day; a time, 
when he ſhall ſay, I have no pleaſure in it, 
I only preſs you to think of it as a thing poſſible, 
and worth your prudential care to make as good pro- 
viſion for 1t as you can. — | 
PFlatter not yourſelves, by looking at age in the only 
view wherein it can poſſibly appear deſirable, that it 
13 
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is indeed living. Alas! the generality of aged peo- 
ple, ſet aſide the comforts of religion, rather ſigh and 
groan than hve. 

Flatter not yourſelves, that your latter years ſhall be 
of the more comfortable ſort, like the gentle decline 


of ſome few, who may ſeem exceptions to the general 


rule. As it is odds, whether you ſhall ſee old age; fo 
it is as great odds, whether, if you do, you ſhall find 
it unattended with moſt or any of the evils I have 
mentioned, "| EE Co 

But ſuppoſe you ſhould live to it, and ſuppoſe your 


latter days ſhould prove of the more comfortable ſort; 


What becomes you now, but to lay in for it? Make 
| ſure of that, which alone can make any old age plea- 


ſant. Act, as you would wiſh you had done, when your 


years decline. Take heed of any thing which may add 


to the bitterneſs of thoſe hours, that (God knows) 
may be bitter enough of themſelves. Lay in for in- 


ward pleaſures againſt a time, when ſenſe can give you 
little or none, when the world will be taſteleſs, when 


life will be a burthen, and when you will ſee yourſelves 


on the brink of the grave, 5 
Next to the ſettlement of matters between God and 


your own ſouls, endeavour to be uſeful and to do good 


in life. Some are only tor laying up againſt this evil 


day. 1 am far from adviſing you againſt any prudent 
Care that way : But forget not to lay out for it too, 
according to your ability and ftations : To employ 


your ſtrength, and vigour, and ſubſtance, and all your 
talents for good purpoles, while they laſt. This will 
yield a comfortable review then, as it did to Nehemiah, 
 Nehem. xiii. 14. Remember me, O my God, concerning 


this; and wipe not out my good deeds, that I hawe done 


for the houſe of my God, and for the offices thereof. 
| You will have eſteem and reputation among good men 
then for what God once enabled you to be and do, 
even when you are paſt ſervice. A houry head in the 
way of righteouſneſs is a crown of glory, Prov. xvi. 31. 
You may hope for the compaſſionate regard of your 
{ellow-creatures, if you need it. But moſt certainly 


you 
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you will be entitled to God's making your bed in your 
ſickneſs, Pſal. xli. 2, 3. „„ 5 
Behave in your younger days ſuitably toward thoſe 


in years; whether your parents or others. Defpiſe 
them not, but pay them all due reſpect. Compaſſion- 


ate them under their infrmities ; be ready to bear with 
them, and to molify their ſorrows all you can. This 
their afflicted ſtate calls for. And your proſpect, that 


this may come to be your own caſe, makes it highly 
reaſonable. And this is one branch of early piety, 
which, in the nature of the thing, and the providence 


of God, is uſually followed with particular retaliations, 


when perſons come themſelves into the ſame circum- 


ſtances. e 000 
And with the ſame proſpect, be particularly careful 


to culiivate thoſe graces and duties, for which you 


will have ſpecial occaſion under the infirmities of age. 
Such as, faith in the divine perfections, provideuce 


and promiſes. Patience, in oppoſition to murmuring 
againſt God, and to a fretful peevith behaviour towards 
men. Mortif cation to the world. Secret converſes 


with God. And the hope of glory. Theſe will be 
of peculiar ſervice in your declining days; aad 
the more habitual you make them beforehand, they 
„ill be the readier for uſe in that time of need. So 
ou will honour God, and poſſeſs the ſureſt comforts 
in age, and have an abundant entrance into the ever- 
laſting kingdom. Ob! that ye qvere wiſe, that ye 


_ ewouid confider your latter end. 
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— 


I Kincs XIV. 13. (latter part of the verſe,) ; 
— He only of Jeroboam Hall come to the 


grave, becauſe in bim there is found ſome 


good thing toward the Lord God of * 
in the houſe of Feroboam. 


NEA HIS, as appears from the context, was 
al T X ſpoken of Abijab, Feroboam's ſon ; proba- 
s, I bly his eldeſt fon, and the heir apparent to 
de 2 = crown. He is called à child in ver. 

; but we are not informed of what age. 
The 8 1 gives that name to perſons 
conſiderably advanced beyond what we call childhood. 
'This youth — ſick, his father was curious to 
know the iſſue. It had become him better, in point 
of prudence, to ſeek out for the moſt proper means to 
be uſed for his diſtemper ; and in piety to have in- 
_ quired wherefore God contended with him. We read 
nothing of either of theſe, though probably the firſt 
was not omitted. But he ſends his Queen in a diſ- 

guiſe to the old p . Abijab, who had formerly 
foretold Jerobvam s advancement to the kingdom. We 
find not, * he conſulted the prophet at all, when 
he was about to ſet up the idolatrous worſhip of the 
calves ; nor that he took any notice of him, before 


the hand of God came ſo near him, But! in time of 
K diſtreſs 


elf to be another ? 
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diſtreſs a . e prophet may come to remembrance. 
Jeroboam had experienced the truth of A4bizab's predic- 
tion in his own obtaining of the crown : And that 
being ſo welcome a meſſage, he might hope for good 
tidings from him again. But he might have conſider- 
ed, that his own departure from God ſince his pro- 
motion, gave him reaſon to expect another ſort of meſ- 
ſage now. 1 oe RR 1 C0 
The Queen you as directed, thinking herſelf effec- 
| tually ſecured by her diſguiſe from the knowledge of 
the prophet. Strange! that it ſhould be imagined 
more likely for him to know whether her ſon ſhould 
live or die, than who ſhe was. But the event ſhewed, 
that as both were equally known to God, ſo they were 
equally made known by him to the prophet. By di- 
vine direction he prevented her ſaying any thing about 
the buſineſs ſhe came upon, ver. 6. When he heard the 
found of her feet, as ſhe came in at the door, he ſaid, 
Come in, thou wife io Feroboam ; why feigneſt thou thy- 
He unmaſks her at once, and delivers 
her a very uncomfortable meſſage. I am ſent to thee 
. eciih heavy tidings. He direfts her to carry Jeroboam 
a terrible meſſage from God; which 1s contained in 
the ſeventh and following verſes to the end of the 
twelfth. Herein God arraigns him for his great crime 
in turning from the true worſhip of God to the wor- 
ſhip of idols; and that after the moſt diſtinguiſhin 
favours of providence : And then denounces the ſore 
vengeance upon him and his houſe. And in confirm- 
ation of all the reſt, he lets the Queen know, that ſhe 
ſhould find her ſon dead at her return, ver. 12. 

In the midſt of all theſe expreſſions of God's indig- 
nation againſt Jeroboam and the body of his family, 
the verſe, wherein my text lies, contains a mark of 
God's perſonal regard to Abijab himſelf, as one whom 
God ſaw to be like a Let in Sadom. Wherein we may 
take notice of two things. „ 

1. The diſtinction, which ſhould be made in Abijab's 
caſe from the reſt of Jeroboam's family. For the body 
of his houſe, it ſhould go out with a ſtink, as in Bs 
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3 


/ Ijrael, in the beuſe of Feroboam. God diſcerned that 


le himſelf was yet but in the bloom of life, ſo this 
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tenth and eleventh verſes; wherein he forctells, that 
all of them ſhould be cut off by the hand of God, and 
none have the reſpe& of a burial. But providence 
would make an exception of Abijab; he ſhould be ta- 
ken away before this vengeance came, he ſhould have 
the honour of a funeral, and all rae! ſhould mourn. 
for him, which they ſhould do for none of the reſt. 
He ſhould die honoured by God, and lamented by 
men. 5 8 

2. A reaſon given of this diſtinction made in his fa- 
vour from his own diſtinguiſhing character. Becauſe. 
in him there is found ſome good thing toward the Lord God. 


he was of another ſpirit from the reſt of them: And 
fince he was not partaker of their fins, he ſhould not 
be partaker of their plagues. The particular excel- 
lencies which God ſeems to mark out by theſe expreſ- | 
ſions for the honour of his character, ſhall be diſtinct- 
„J onion 

I ſhall diſcourſe of this paſſage under ſome practi- 
cal obſervations, - 8 e 


I. God is ſo exact an obſerver of men, that what- 
ever good or evil is in them, will certainly be found 
out by him. The good, which God by his prophet 
marked in this perſon, might for ought we know be 
unobſerved by men. It might as yet have gone no 
farther than the purpoſe of his heart. It might be a 
ſecret to the family, to the parents themſelves. Nor is 
the mother here told, what in particular it was. As 


good thing ſpoken of might as yet be but in the bloom 
too; ſome good deſire or deſign, Which he had not 
opportunity hitherto to execute. Vet it eſcaped not 
divine notice. The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
behilding the evil and the good, Prov. xv. 3. His eye 
is upon every perion and every heart, beholding what 
evil and what good is there, and which prevails: In 
every family, diſtinguiſhing the characters of every 
perſon in it, according to what he really is. He finds 
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out an Achan, with his accurſed thing, thro' the whole 
congregation of 1/rae/. If there be a prophane perſon, 
who ſecretly conceals himſelf in a religious family, he 
is always under God's obſervation. Among the gueſts 
at the goſpel feaſt, if there be one without the wed- 
ding garment, tho' admitted by men, and well eſleem- 
ed by the reſt of the gueſts; yet God will ſome time 
or other let him know, that he cannot eſcape in the 
crowd, and aſk him, Friend, how cameſt thou in hither ? 
And this, which may juſtly be the terror of an hy- 
ocrite, is as comfortable a thought to the upright. 
here-ever their lot is caſt, if there be good in them, 
it is marked by God, and they will have their reward. 
In bad times or bad families, ſuch as retain their in- 
tegrity, tho' they ſhould be obliged to the greateſt 
privacy, yet are diſtinguiſhed by the impartial eye of 
their great Maſler, and the righteous ſhall not be as the 


_ _ ewicked, In the degenerate times of Ahab, when the 
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worſhippers of the true God were forced upon conceal- 
ment, ſo that the prophet Elijab thought that he only 
wa, len; yet God found many others, and let his 
prophet know it to his comfort. Yet I have left me 
even thouſand in Iſrael, all the kxees which have not 
bowed unto Baal, 1 Kings, xix. 14, 18. And where 
there is ſome good thing in a particular ſoul, God ob- 
ſerves it, and is ready to countenance and cheriſh it. 
1 have, ſays God, ſurely heard Ephraim bemoan himſelf, 
er. xxxi. 18. I take notice with pleaſure of any genu- 
ine tendency in him toward „ e Vou have the 
like, Hoſ. xiv. 8. Ephraim ſhall ſay, What have 1 to do 
any more with idols ? I have heard him and obſerved him. 
It is not loſt, for God marks it. 

Now what an engagement ſhould this be to us all 

to ſee, that there be ſome good thing in us, which ma 
be found by the great and heart-ſearching God: And 
on the other hand, that no ſecret fin be harboured 
and indulged, which God will find out, and will ſooner 
or later make to find us out? Og 
But this obſervation is only preparatory to a /econd, 
which I would more largely inſiſt upon, 
oe 4 | II. Where 
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II. Where there is any good thing found in men, 
God wili make the beſt of it, and mark it with the 
advantage of all the inhancing circumſtances that at- 
tend it. 8 8 „ = — 
So he does in the epiflles to the ſeven churches of 
Aa. Chriſt prefaces the account he gives of their 
ſeveral characters with this declaration, I inow 7h 
eworks And then, if there was any thing combed. 
able in them, he mentions it, and ſets it off to the 
greateſt advantage; tho' at the ſame time he diſcovers 
that he was not inſenſible of their faults, and lets. 
them know what he had againſt them. So he takes. 
notice here of the good thing in Abijab. And as 
this notice ſhews God's favourable inclination to coun- 
tenance that which is good, wherever it is found; ſo 
at the ſame time it may point out to us ſome principal. 
characters of goodneſs, fit to be eſteemed —_— of 
great weight, as God here puts a note of diſtinction 
upon them. This leads me particularly to confider 
the account given us of 46; als goodneſs. Three Cir- 
cumſtances eſpecially may be obſerved from the text: 
)))) 3 
Fir, There was ſome good thing found in him 
toward the Lord God of Vracl. This does not indeed 
expreſsly acquaint us what his excellencies were ; but 
the phraſe may point to ſome circumſtances fit to be 
confidered. Er ES 
1. It may denote the ſecrecy of it. This good thing 
might not be obvious to every eye, but it was toward 
tbe Lord his God. Goodneſs, tho? ſecret, as was ſhewn 
under the former obſervation, will not be diſregarded. 
by God. It is true, that if a man is inwhggly good, 
there will be anſwerable fruits in the life. There can- 
not be a good heart without good fruit produced from 
it. And chriſtianity requires not only a belief with the 
heart, but a confeſſion with the mouth; that is, ſo as 
never to deny Chriſt and his truth, when we are 
ealled toown it. But I know not that we are required 
to do as ſome of the primitive Chriſtians did, I doubt 
dg > from 


102 The Caſe of Abijah propoſed SRM. VI. 


from too eager a zeal ; that is, to expoſe ourſelves un- 
neceſſarily to danger in times of perſecution, by a 
public avowing of our profeſſion, when we are not ex- | 
amined about it. In ſuch a caſe we ſeem rather coun- 
tenanced by the example of thoſe ſeven thouſand wor- 
ſhippers of God in 1/rael in Abab's time, to keep our 
conſciences undefiled in private, if we may be per- 
mitted to do ſo; who are mentioned by God without 
any cenſure. Indeed if God in his providence calls 
us upon the public ſtage, and we cannot enjoy our 
quiet longer without ſome declaration or compliance 
contrary to our conſciences ; then the rule is plain and 
certain; our religion and ſentiments are to be no 
longer a ſecret, but muſt be avowed, as ever we hope to 


be owned by our Maſter, Matt. x. 32, 33. Whoſoever 


ſhall confeſs me before men, him will I confeſs alſo before 
my father which is in heaven. But whoſoever ſhall deny 
me before men, him will I alſo deny before my father which 
z in heaven. Now the caſe I have mentioned might 
poſſibly be the caſe of Abijab; that he was ſecretly a 
worſhipper of the true God, and by reaſon of his ten- 
der age not yet put to' the trial, whether he would 
worſhip the calves of Das and Bethel: And then his 


| ſecret devotedneſs to God, and application to him in 


private, though the reſt of the family might be ſtrang- 
ers to it, would be acceptable to the God who ſees - 
In ſecret. But whether this be intended by the phraſe 

or not, I thnck 5 
2. It plainly beſpeaks the fxcerity of the good thing 
that was found in him. Whatſoever it was in parti- 
_ cular, it was good in the fight of God. His heart 
was in it, and God the ſearcher of hearts knew his 
integrity. In all things which we do in religion, fin- 
cerity is the principal thing we are concerned to mind, 
becauſe this is mainly regarded by God. He is a truly 
man, in whom there is found ſome good thing 
toward the Lord. When the apoſtle commends the 
Theſſalonians, he expreſſes their graces and virtues with 
this inhancing character, 1 Theſſ. i. 3. Remembring 
ewithout ceaſing your work of faith, and labour of * 
385 Ty 2 
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and patience of hope in our Lord Jeſus Chrift, in the fight 
of God and our Father. If the apoſtle ſaid this as a 
character of the ſincerity of their graces, that they 


really were in the ſight of God what they appeared to 


be; he could only ſay it as his charitable hope. But 
God himſelf, the infallible judge of hearts, pronoun- 
ces it concerning Abijah in the text. Whatever we do 


then, let us do it heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto 


men, Col. iii. 23. as ever we would have it to bear the 

character of a truly good thing. It is not ſufficient, 

that the matter of an action be good: but the princi- 

- Þles and ends muſt be attended to likewiſe, that God 
be regarded, and we aim at his approbation in ail. 

3. It may point to the ſpecial ſubje& and nature of 

the good thing which God remarks in him. It was 


| ſome good thing toward the Lord God of Iſrael. If we 


take it in general as denoting a religious and pious 


inclination ; this would be a moſt pleaſing thing to 


God that he was nee” his creator: Not only ob- 


ſervant of his parents, inoffenſive to thoſe about him, 
humane and civil to inferiors; which probably he was, 
conſidering the general mourning of the people of 
1/rael for him, as one from whoſe towardly inclinati- 
ons they had promiſed themſelves a good prince, when 
he ſhould come to the throne : But he was alſo truly 


religious and devoted to God, the moſt effeQual prin- 


ciple of univerſal goodneſs. Other good qualities | 
may recommend us to men, and be very uſeful in 


life, but if we would be approved by God to ſhare in 
his favour, we muſt not relt there; there mull be reli- 
gion properly ſo called, as well as civility ; obedience 
and ſubjection to our Father in heaven, as well as to 
parents and ſuperiors on earth. 


But I apprehend, a ſpecial inſtance of devotedneſs 


to God is pointed at by this phraſe. Fercboam, to di- 
vert the ten tribes, who had put themſelves under his 


government, from going up to Jeru/alem, whither all 
J/raelites by the law of God 


were to go up to worſhip. 
three times in a year, had ſet up two calves at Dan 


and Bethel, to which he directed all his ſubjects 2 
ort 
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fort for worſhip; of which we have an account, 
Chap. xii 26 29. This is the abomination, 
for which God denounces vengeance upon his houſe 
in the ninth verſe of this chapter; Thou haſt done 
evil above all that were before thee ; for thou haſt? 
gene and made thee other Gods, and molten images, 0 
 prowoke me to anger, and haſt caſt me behind thy back.. 
Now it is probable, that the good thing, which God 
put fo ſpecial a remark upon in Abijab, was the re- 
verſe of this: That he was the only perſon of the fa- 
mily, who diſliked the worſhip of the calves ; and 
perhaps God, who knew his heart, knew that he in- 
tended to remove them, if ever he ſhould have the- 


power, and to ſuffer the people to go up again bs --- 


Feruſalem to worſhip, according to God's appointment; 
truſting that God would preſerve him in the kingdom 
without that wicked policy to ſupport his throne. If 
we may credit ſome of the Jeuiſb writers “, they tell us 
that he had already given a public teſtimony of this, 
by breaking down a hedge, that his father. had made 
do hinder the people from going up to Jeru/alem at the 
three great feaſts. If this was the caſe, it is one in- 
Nance out of many, of the great God's ſingular ap- 
_ probation of a ſtrict regard to the purity of his wor- 
ſhip, amidſt general and ſpreading corruptions of it. 
He is in that matter peculiarly a jealous God. A de- 
parture from this was an offence, for which he moſt 
frequently denounced his judgments againſt his anci- 
ent people. And Chriſt is ſo far from relaxing the 
reins in this matter, that he ſeverely cenſures the 
Phariſees for their additions to God's appointment,. 
though idolatry was baniſhed from them long before 
his time. In wain they do worſhip me, teaching for 
dodtrines the commandments of men, Mat. xv. g. It is 
then an eminently good thing in God's account,. 
carefully to adhere to his inſtitutions for his worſhip. 
FD. his is the firſt recommending circumſtance ob- 
ed. Ro 1 


» Biſhop Patrick upon the place. 
5 Secondly, 
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Secondly, This good thing was found in him in he 
houſe cf Feroboam. This emphatical addition may be 
conſidered ſeveral ways, as heightening his goodneſs. 


1. He was a good man, though great; though one 


of the royal family. Few in great families mind reli- 


2 They are diſtinguiſhed with a mark of ſpecial 


onour, who were ſaints of Cæſar : houſhold, Phil. 


iv. 22. For wot many wiſe men after the fleſh, uit 


many mighty, not many noble are called. So few great 


people in any age ſeem to make religion their buſineſs, 


that in truth a little goodneſs commonly goes a great 
way with them. Eſpecially how few of 
have ſtood in the higheſt poſts of power and honour, 


have been diflinguiſhed for real goodneſs! Moſt prin- 


ces have been enemies to God's true religion: They 


are commonly trained up in ſuch a courſe of luxury, 


with ſo conſtant an air of grandeur, and are ſurround- 


ed with ſo many ſervile flatterers and corrupters, that 


we have no reaſon to be ſurprized that we find upon 
the roll of hiſtory more bad than good. When they 


are otherwiſe, the rarity of the caſe raiſes the eſteem of 


them; and the diffuſive influence, of which they are ca- 


pable, juſtly excites lively thankſgivings. © A young 


Azbijab is a riſing hope, when ſuch a one ſprings up 
in a noble, and eſpecially in a royal family. 


2. He was a good ſon of a very bad father: Of 


feroboam, a man diſtinguiſhed by this character, that 
he made 1/rael to fin. It is too little to ſay of ſuch a 
father, that he could not be expected to train up his 
ſon in the way in which he ſhould go. Doubtleſs he 
endeavoured to poſſeſs his ſon with a good opinion of 
the worſhip of the calves ; and to prejudice him againſt 
the worſhip at Jeruſalem, which he had caſhiered him- 
ſelf as inconſiſlent with his intereſt. But it was a very 
acceptable thipg to God to ſee pious and devout incli- 


nations ſpringing up in a perſon, contrary to the biaſs 
of a bad education. A good education is the moſt uſual 


method of beginning good impreſſions in people: 
But thoſe, who have failed of that advantage, | yet 
upon light derived by ſome other means forbear to 
walk in the ſteps of their fathers, and turn to a 

| | rom 


thoſe, who 
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from their evil ways, ſhall not miſs of acceptance with 
God. It is a glorious character to be better than good 

parents ; but eſpecially to be the reverſe of bad pro- 
genitars. T7 1 . 
3. He was the only perſon in the family, in whom 
there was any good found. He only Hall come to the 
grave, becauſe in him ſome good thing is found in 
the houſe of Feroboam. Intimating, that his piety 


there was ſingular. Some, who have bad parents, 
have that unhappineſs ſupplied by other good rela- 


tions or acquaintance or inſtructors ; who by the bleſ- 
ſing of God in ſome meaſure make up the negligence 
of parents, or counter-work their bad influence. But 
it ſhould ſeem here, that all his relations were involved 
in the common corruption: And Fercboam would 
hardly admit any about his ſon, who were likely to in- 
ſtill into him an ill opinion of the worſhip, of which 
he was ſo fond himſelf. If you ſay, how then can it 
he ſuppoſed, that Abijabh ſhould receive better inſtruc- 
tion? I anſwer, ſince we are not informed of this, 
nothing more than conjecture can be pretended. 
But I ſhould think it moſt probable, that he received 
this light by reading the law of Moſes. Feroboam ap- 
pears not to have forbidden the uſe of that; and God 
1 bleſs the reading of the ſcriptures to enlighten. 
and fix his mind 1n the worſhip there preſcribed, when 
he wanted other inſtructors. But ſtill, ſuppoſing him 
this way to obtain a conviction of the error of his fa- 
ther's practice, there was all the frightful objection of 
ſingularity in his way. How many are hindred by 
this from complying with light and evidence? "This 
is a great inhancement of the good found in any, if 
they will not againſt conſcience go down the ſtream of 
common cuſtom, or imitate the practice of thoſe who 


are dearelt and neareſt to them, „„ 
4. The good thing found in him ſeemed, upon the 
meaſures of worldly policy, contrary to his intereſt, 
as he was of the houſe of Feroboam. The calves were 
ſet up as a reach of policy, to ſecure the kingdom of 
the ten tribes to Jerobeam and his poſterity ; and to 

prevent any inclination in his people to return ok the 
uſe 
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houſe of David; by making them entirely independ- 


ent on Jeruſalem, for worſhip as well as for civil affairs. 


And a contrivance it was ſubtle enough. if it had not 
been wicked. It was natural for Jereboam to imagine, 
that his people might be taken with the ſplendor and 
magnificence of the temple and of the royal city, if 
they were accuſtomed to go up thither; and might re- 
cal to mind the famous acts of David and Solomon, 
ſo as to incline their hearts to their poiterity : That the 


prieſts and Lewites might ſolicit them to unite them 
ſelves again to Judah, and ſo many of his ſubjects be 
drawn to abandon him. Such reaſons of ſtate might 


be thought very likely to ſway with Abijab the deſignu- 


ed ſucceſſor, to continue the expedient of the calves, 


as they had done with his father to ſet them up. But 


that he was of another mind, was a rare and ſingular 


inſtance of conſcience prevailing againſt the views of 


ſecular intereſt, and that he could truſt God for the 

| ſecurity of that in the way of his duty. There can- 
not be a more certain and a more acceptable evidence of 
ſincerity than this. Some have prophanely ſaid in ſuch 


caſes, they could truſt God with their ſouls, but they 
could not truſt men with their eſtates : Their meaning 
is, that they will venture their ſouls at any hazard, 
rather than their outward enjoyments, which they va- 
lue more. But truly good men reſolve in the firſt 
place to keep their conſciences undefiled, and in fo 


doing can chearfully truſt God with their ſouls, and 


with all their other intereſts too. | rn 
This is the ſecond mark of honour put upon the 
good thing found in Abijab, that it was in the houſe of 


Jerobaam. There is yet one circumſtance more to be 


collected from the context. 


Thirdly, This good thing was found in him, while 


he was yet young, 3 5 
Early goodneſs is peculiarly acceptable to God, If 


one penitent can be more welcome to God than ano- 


ther, it muſt be the young convert. With what a 


diſtinguiſhing mark of glory does Jeſab ſhine in God's 


regiſter, when he is repreſented there as perſonally reli- 
gious before ſixteen, and a public reformer before twen- 


ty ? 


"IS: FW 
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ty? 2 Chron. xxxiv. 3. In the eighth year of his reign, 
(he began to reign, ver. 1. when he was eight years 
old, ſo that the eighth of his reign was the ſixteenth 
of his life,) avhen be vas yet young, he began to ſeek 
after the God of David his Father : And in the twelfth year 
(of his reign, when he was about twenty years old,) 
he began to purge Judab and Feruſalem. Early piety is 
the more acceptable, becauſe it is fo rare. Childhood 
and youth are generally wanity, Eccl. xi. 10. Happy 
they, who begin to expreſs the trueſt reaſon, before 
they can write Man! and are partakers of the beſt 
wiſdom, before they are arrived at marurity ! while 
ſo many of riper years continue children in underftlandin 
all their days as to their principal intereſt. Goodneſs 
in youth prevents a world of evil, both of ſin and 
ſorrow, It is a furniture and preſervative againſt a 
thouſand temptations, which lay other people under a 
load of guilt, or drown them in an ocean of miſeries 
both for ſoul and body. On the other hand, it pre- 
ſages ſomething eminently good for time to come. It 
may well be expected, that he who begins in the 
ſchool of wiſdom, and ſets out in heaven's way in the 
morning of life, will make great advances, and out- 
ſhine others in knowledge and holineſs: This muſt be 
the effect, if he does not ſhamefully ſlacken his pace. 
We may be ſure therefore, that goodneſs then begins 
in the moſt accepted time. EL EEE: 
But ſuch a good thing, as was found in Abijab, in 
the particular circumſtances of his caſe, muſt eſpeci- 
ally be acceptable to God in a young perſon, It was 
wonderful indeed, that he ſhould be good betimes in 
the houſe of Jeroboam. If the children of bad parents 
are recovered to God, uſually it is when providence 
brings them from under their influence; under better 
management, and into better acquaintance. For 
youth eſpecially is apt to be formed into the mind and 
manners of thoſe, with whom they are accuſtomed to 
converſe: Kindneiles and example give a biaſs that 
way. It is a hard matter to out-grow this influence, 
even when they become their own maſters. But it was 
the honour of Abijab, that while he yet lived in the 


houſe 
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houſe of his wicked father, ye: he learned to pay 


homage and his ſuperior duty to his Father in heaven. 


The apprehenſion of fingularity is a more frightful 
thing to the young than to others : They cannot bear 
to think of being out of the faſhion, or of going a 


way by themſelves. But by the grace of God 4b;;ab 
was enabled in a manner to ſtand alone for God, and 


his true worſhip, in an 1dolatrous family and court. 


How excellent are thoſe young people, who not only 


are ready to receive and follow the good inſtructions 


given them, but begin betimes to expreſs the temper 
of the noble Bereans, to ſearch and conſider the ſcrip. 


tures themſelves? 8 


I would now beg leave to make a ſerious application 
to you upon the foundation of this example ſet before 


you. - Ang, HED 
I. It ſpeaks ſome things very uſeful zo all. 


We may all learn from this inſtance to entertain . 


good thoughts of God and his ſervice. He takes no- 


_ tice of an upright heart, wherever it is; and where 
there is any thing truly good, it ſhall not loſe his ap- 
probation and reward. Where there is a willing mind, 


it tis accepted, according to that a man hath, and 
not according to that he hath not, 2 Cor. viii. 12. 


tho? it hath been concealed from the world, tho? there 


| hath not yet been an opportunity for execution. 
Men can only judge by the outward acts of virtue; 
God can look into the heart and the private retire- 


ments, and reward openly, What a motive is this 


to engage in his ſervice? 
We ſhould fudy above all things 7 ferw our/elves 
approved unto God: To which the apoſtle exhorts, 


2 Tim. it. 18. All appearances of goodneſs, which 


have not the ſanction of his GENES will not pro- 
duce a comfortable account: If men commend them, 


verily you have your reward, all the reward of them 
pekt. But if it be your ſettled principle 


you are to ex 
to do all you do, as unto God, and not unto men ; 
this will be a good thing toward the Lord your God, 
in his acgount and eſtimate; and he is to paſs the de- 
finitive ſentence upon you and your actions. « 

25 We 
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We may be excited by the caſe of Abijab to a zeal 
for the purity of God's worſhip. If any ſhould reckoa 
that a ſmall thing, this inſtance may ſhew that it is a 

thing by way of emineace in the judgment of 
Ged. And if the corruptions of divine worſhip that 
may lie in our way, ſhould not be ſo groſs as thoſe 
introduced by Zerobeam ; yet if it was a good thing 
to adhere ſtrictly to God's appointment in oppoſition 
to his calves, ſo it muſt be good in proportion to main- 
tain his inſtitution inviolate in oppofition to all devia- 
tions and additions, though of leſs importance in 
thinWSges. i - | + ind 

We ſhould all learn not to be aſhamed of ſingularity 

in any thing that is good. To follow a multitude to do 
evil, will not be a tolerable excuſe in the judgment; 
and if we govern ourſelves by the greater numbers, 
either for truth or duty, it is odds but we ſhall be 
found in the wrong. We muſt ſcarch into the mind 
of God by the beſt light we have, and judge for our- 
| ſelves; and then, whether the ſtream be with us or 
_ againſt us, God and conſcience muſt be the guides we 
follow. FF . 
2 I may naturally addreſs myſelf from this ſubject 
to thoſe who have lived in bad families, or who have 
their lot till in ſuch. This inſtance may ſhew, that 
that diſadvantage, though it mult be coufeſſed great, 
will not be a ſufficient excuſe for continuing bad. lt 
does not fix in an inevitable neceſſity of remaining ſuch. 
You have ſtill (ome means of better inſtruction, for 
which you muſt be accountable, as long as you have 
bibles in your hands, which, for ought that appears, 
was the only help that Abijab had to ſet him right. 
Beiide that, you have opportunities of public inſtruc- 
tion in the way to heaven, if the families to which you 
belong give you none in private. The written word 
of God, joined with this help, if you accompany 
both with earneſt prayer to God for his guidance and 
blefing, are ſufficient to make you wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion ; and will leave you ſpeechleſs at laſt, if you are 
not ſo, Thoſe in 4bijeb's circumſtances will _ 
I We 
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wife riſe up in judgment a ainſt done below, had they 
other has, 700 3 in bim a migod if the king = 
ment to croſs the ſtream of a wicked tam aminediare at- 
yourſelves to God, and reſolve for his ſerviee his family 
you ſhould be able to prevail with none beſides eqs ſer- 
the ſame courſe. God will obſerve it with pleaſure, 
he will remember it with honour, and take care that 
you ſhall not be partakers of their plagues. : 
3. Thoſe, who are in pious families, or have been in 
them, ſhould lay to heart this ſubjeR for their admo- 
nition, How inexcuſable muſt this inſtance leave you, 
if you ſhould continue bad in a good family ? If this 
youth broke thro? all the fetters and ill influence of 
bad parents and bad ſociety, and became a faint on 
the Jevil' ground ; what think you muſt be your por- 
tion, if you ſhould be an Achar in the congregation of 
 TJfrael? The children of the kingdom, if they prove in- 
_ corrigible rebels, mutt be cal into outer darkneſs. And 
if there be /ome good thing found in you, remember 
that more is reaſonably expected from you, than from 
the riſing generation at large. That might be accept- 


dc from a young Abjah in the houſe of Ferobeam, 


which would not have paſſed in a branch of the houſe. 
of David: And allowances might be admitted for 
many defects in his circumſtances, which would not 
be made in yours. - =, 
4. Young people in general ſhould ſet this example 
before them. You ſhould learn from him to begin 
betimes with attention and care to read your bibles, 
which are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs As you are 
growing up to the uſe of reaton, you ſhould not take 
even the 1nftraQtions and practices of your parents 
upon truft ; but examine them by the rule, and obey 
even *hem only in the Lord. No influence thould re- 
| ſtrain you from that which God by his word convinces 
you is good and acceptable to him. Be follicitous, 
that ſome good thing may be found in you betimes. - 
You fee here the ſpecial notice, which God takes of 
early piety ; and thould not that make you in love 
with it too? And at the ſame time you ſee the neceſ- 
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We may be excited by the caſe of Abijab to a zeal 
for the purity of God's worſhip. If any ſhould reckoa 
that a ſmall thing, this inſtance may ſhew that it is a 

thing by way of emineace in the judgment of 
Ged. And if the corruptions of divine worſhip that 
may lie in our way, ſhould not be ſo groſs as thoſe 
introduced by Jerobaam; yet if it was a good thing 
to adhere ſtrictly to God's appointment in oppoſition 
to his calves, ſo it muſt be good in proportion to main- 
tain his inſtitution inv1olate in oppoſition to all devia- 
tions and additions, though of leſs importance in 
JJ 8 =, 
We ſhould all learn not to be aſhamed of ſingularity 
in any thing that is good. To follow a multitude to do 
evil, will not be a tolerable excuſe in the judgment; 
and if we govern ourſelves by the greater numbers, 
either for truth or duty, it is odds but we ſhall be 
found in the wrong. We mult ſearch into the mind 
of God by the beſt light we have, and judge for our- 
ſelves; and then, whether the ſtream be with us or 
_ againſt us, God and conſcience mult be the guides we 
2 I may naturally addreſs myſelf from this ſubje& 


to thoſe who have lived in bad families, or who have 


their lot till in ſuch. This inſtance may ſhew, that 
that diſadvantage, though it mult be coufeſſed great, 
will not be a ſufficient excuſe for continuing bad. It 
does not fix in an inevitable neceſſity of remaining ſuch. 
| You have ſtill ſome means of better inſtruction, for 
which you muſt be accountable, as long as you have 
bibles in your hands, which, for ought that appears, 
was the only help that Abijab had to ſet him right. 
Behde that, you have opportunities of public inſtruc- 
tion in the way to heaven, if the families to which you 
belong give you none in private. The written word 
of God, joined with this help, if you accompany 
both with earneſt prayer to God for his guidance and 
bleiling, are ſufficient to make you wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion ; and will leave you ſpeechleſs at laſt, if you are 
not ſo, Thoſe in Aijab's circumſtances will * 
1 . wile 
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wiſe riſe up in judgment againſt you. And on the 
other hand, you have in him a mighty encourage- 
ment to croſs the ſtream of a wicked family; to yield 
yourſelves to God, and reſolve for his ſervice, though 
you ſhould be able to prevail with none beſides to take 
the ſame courſe. God will obſerve it with pleaſure, 


he will remember it with honour, and take care that 


you ſhall not be partakers of their plagues. 


3- Thoſe, who are in pious families, or have been in 


them, ſhould lay to heart this ſubject for their admo- 
nition. How inexcuſable maſt this inſtance leave you, 
if you ſhould continue bad in a good family? If this 
youth broke thro' all the fetters and ill influence of 
bad parents and bad ſociety, and became a faint on 
the devil's ground ; what think you muſt be your por- 


tion, if you ſhould be an Achar in the congregation of 


Iſrael ? The children of the kingdom, if they prove in- 
corrigible rebels, mutt be caſt into outer darkneſs. And 
if there be /me good thing found in you, remember 
that more is reaſonably expected from you, than from 


the rifing generation at large. That might be accept- 


ed from a young Abijjah in the houſe of Jeroboam, 


which would not have paſſed in a branch of the houſe 
of David: And allowances might be admitted for 


many defects in his circumſtances, which would not 
be made in yours. „ 
4. Young people in general ſhould ſet this example 
before them. You ſhould learn from him to begin 
betimes with attention and care to read your bibles, 
which are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correctian, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs As you are 
growing up to the uſe of reaton, you ſhould not take 
even the inſtructions and practices of your parents 


upon truft ; but examine them by the rule, and obey 


even *hem only in the Lord. No influence thould re- 
ſtrain you from that which God by his word convinces 


you is good and acceptable to him. Be follicitous, 
that ſome good thing may be found in yon betimes. - 
You fee here the ſpecial notice, which God takes of 


early piety ; and thould not that make you in love 


with it too? And at the ſame time you ſee the neceſ- 
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ſity of it; for 1 may die young, as Abijah did; and 


if death ſhould: find either old or young without the 
beginnings of goodneſs, there never will be a change 
for the better. Whereas death can never be too early 
or untimely for one, in whom there is found. ſome 


good thing toward the Lord his God. Which leads 


me to a zhird obſervation from the text, upon which I 


ſhall not detain you long. 


TIT. That ſometimes it is a mark of divine favour, 


and not of unkindneſs to a perſon, to be called early 
out of this world. Becauſe ſome good thing was 


found in this young prince, therefore he ſhould go 


to the grave in peace, and even the firſt of the ta- 


When ill men have their lives ſhortened, it is in 
judgment to them; for it puts a period to their oppor- 


tunities for ſalvation, and haſtens their miſery. 


And the early removal of good men may be in great 
diſpleaſure to ſurvivors, who are concerned in them; 


to the families to which they belong, or to the places 
where they live. When the wheat was gathered into 


the garner, and nothing but the chaff remained in the 
houſe of Jeroboam, it muſt ſtand in a very tottering 
condition, Families and nations have had judgments 
warded off for a ſeaſon, for the ſake of ſome nearly 
linked with them, who were diſtinguiſhingly — 
Lot muſt be gone out of Sodem, before it is conſumed, 
and good Jeſab gathered to his fathers, before God 
poured out his wrath upon {/rael; and Abijab carried 
off the ſtage, before vengeance came on the houſe of 
Jerobcam. 3% Figs 85 | 
But it is no unkindneſs at all to a truly good perſon 
to be ſummoned early out of this life. Any time 
is a good time for that man or child to die, who is 


_ Prepared for it: For, 


1. He hath the earlier admiſſion into bleſſedneſs. 
The ſpirits of the juſt are immediately made perfect, 
Heb, xii. 23. They are with Chrift, which is far 
better than the preſent ſtate. They improve more, in 
tire inſtant of dying, in knowledge, and 8 and 

N — elicity, 
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felicity, than they would have done below, had they 
lived to the age of Methu/el/ah. And if the king of 
glory calls one ſooner than uſual to hrs immediate at- 
rendance above, from a meaner tation in his family 
below, this can be no act of unkindnefs to his ſer- 
„ „ | | 
2, He is taken away from the evils to come. 
Every one is taken away from ſome fuch evils. More 
or leſs of trouble is unavotdably the lot of every in- 
habitant'of this world. And certainly it is no loſs to 
the paſſenger, if he gets ſoon out of the ftorm, and 
the ſhip drives quick into harbour. But befides this, 
a good man is taken away ſometimes, that he may be 
ſafely houſed, before ſome great and remarkable cala- 
mities break out upon the place where he ſojourns, 
or in the family to which he belongs, in which he 
could not have failed to fhare deeply, if he had ſtaid 
among them. In this ſenſe 7/aiah ſays, Chap. Iva. 1. 


that be righteoirs and merciful man is ſometimes taten 


erway from the evil to come. „ 
3. Any deſigns he had of future ſervice for God 
will be as graciouſly accepted, as if he had had oppor- 
tunity to accompliſh them. God took David's inten · 
tion and preparation to build him an houſe as well, as 
Solomon's actual performance of it. In this caſe, the 
will, which God knows to be ſincere, is to be accepted 
for the deed. Thus, without queſtion, if God knew 
it to be the fixed purpoſe of Abijab to have reſtored his 
true worſhip as ſoon as he had power, he loft not his 
reward by being prevented in the execution. While 
finners indeed put off preſent duty to that which they 
vainly conceit a more convenient ſeaſon, God will 
have no regard to their pretended intentions; for they 
might have put them in execution, if they had been 
in earneſt. But when God himſelf in his providence 
withholds the opportunity for performing the good 
which was in the heart of his ſervants, he who was a 
judge of the ſincerity of the intention, will accept 
the willing mind. 1 oy 3 
And now for a cloſe; we may ſee, that the early 
piety of thoſe who are * ſoon off the ſtage, yet 
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is not a loſt thing, Survivors indeed are deprived of 


much comfort, and their generation of much ſervice, 
which might be expected from their promiſing begin- 


nings. But it was not loſt to themſelves, their harveſt 


is early, and they will be reaping the bleſſed fruits of 


what they had ſown to all eternity. And the event of 


their early death has ſhewn the indiſpenſible neceſ- 


fity of their remembring their creator betimes, ſince 
without it they had loſt their ſouls for ever, Ee 
But let this thought contribute to cure us of our in- 


ordinate fondneſs for life. The beſt man we have 


j 

— 1 
4 

\ 
* 


1 


upon record in the old world, Enoch, was one of the 
ſnorteſt lived of any mentioned among thoſe patriarchs. 
Our Lord himſelf made no long ſtay in our world; no 


longer than was needful to accompliſn the work for 


which he came into it. We ſhould ſet out in the 
world with the defire of a better country, that is, an bea- 


venly, and a readineſs to change worlds at God's call; 


rejoicing to think, that our times are in kis hand rather 

than in our own, and therefore chearfully leaving it to 

him to meafure out the length of them as he pleaſes. 
The beſt way to maintain this for our habitual tem- 


per will be, to advance in goodneſs, and to exerciſe 
ourſelves in every good work to the utmoſt of our 


power, as long as God ſpares us. The value of life hes 
in the opportunity it gives us to cultivate the intereſt 
and image of God in our own ſouls in preparatioa for 
eternity ; and to do ſomething in our ſtations for the 
honour of God and benefit of mankind, while we have 
time and talents for it. But when God has fulfilled in 
us the good pleaſure of his goodneſs, to the utmoſt 
itch to which he will carry it in time, and when we 
Lave done the proportion of work he aſſigns us, which 
we Cannot know till he calls us hence ; we ſhould be 
ready, whether in youth or age, to obey the ſummons, 


and ſay, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly. Bleſſed is the 


ſervant chem his Lord, when he cometh, finds ſo doing, 


{0 diſpoſed, 
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The Conſideration of S1N as againſt 
God, and under his Eye, our Security 


in an Hour of Temptation. 
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N. B. This was prefix d zo the f ollowing Ser. 


mon in the farmer impreſſion. 

To the unknown perſon, whoſe letter 
hath occaſioned the publication of this 
a 2 

SIR; 


F Thought myſelf obliged to comply with your defirr, 


Jo far as to allow a few copies of the following 


Ai ſcourſe ta come abroad, when I confidered the con- 


zents of your Letter. 1 ſhould gladly be at the pains of 


tranſcribing lauenty ſermons, upon the hepe of what you 


intimate in this caſe, that it might pleaſe God to make 
me thereby an inſtrument in the ſaving of but one ſoul; 
fer I know no pleaſure equal to that of ſerving Chriſt 


and fouls; I bow the knee in thaniſoiving to the God and 
Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that the hearing of it 


«© has ewrought a deep impreſſion on your miud; and 


earneſtly pray, that by the grace of the Holy Spirit, the 


review may have all thoſe good effefts upon yourſelf, of 
 ewhich you are in hope; and that it may reach lo the berc- 
fit of other readers, as ye! deſire» I have made ue 
mare haſte to put it into your hand, for the ſame of 
wwhic 


| „ 
 ewhich you profeſs to have at heart, ** to keep the impreſſion 
from wearing off your mind.” All good men indeed muſt 
agree with you, that it contains one of ** the greateſt ar- 
e ouments wwe can have to encourage holineſs, and deter 
% from ſin, that God ſets us. If a plain diſcourſe on ſo 
common a ſubjet ſhall have the effect upon any, to,make 
| God more preſent to their minds, there will be no room 
to repent the ex peſing of it to public view. 5 
I cannot forbear io take notice of one thing, that auhen 
T had proceeded far in my preparations upon a branch of 
another ſubjet, which 1 have been long upon, my mind 
aba turned to this for the ſervice of that. day, without 
any particular view. May it not be hoped, that the God, 
 ewhoſe are the ſpirits of all fleſh, had the direction of this 
change, on urpiſe graciouſly to meet you! 
Hd Bleſs this undeſigned publication to you or any 
other, the author will hope for a part in your prayers, 
- that he may obtain mercy to ve faithful, and have ſeals 
of his miniftry ; aubich will be the moſi acceptable re- 
TS ,, - 


-$1R, 


© Tour affectionate ſervant, 
Preſcot- ſtreet, ED | 
July 20. 1722. 


Per Jeſus ſake, 


1 


GENESIS, xxxix. 9. 
, (latter part of the verſe.) 

How then can I do this great wickedneſs, and 
fin againſt God? 


NM HES E are the words of Jo/eph, after he 
F-1 T MN had been fold by his brethren into Egypt, 


and after he had met with ſome remark- 


NN able turns of providence there. He came 


* thither as a ſlave; but providentially be- 
came the property of a man of figure, who had it in 


| his power to advance him, and in his inclination to 


ſhew kindneſs to one whom he ſound a faithful ſer- 
vant, Upon trial, he made him ower/eer of his houſe, 
ver. 5. and left all that he had in Joſeph's hand, ver. 6. 
In theſe circumſtances he was aſſaulted with a violent 
temptation to uncleanneſs, from his maſter's wife. 
He was himſelf in his youthful prime and vigour ; 
and then prompted to a fin, which is peculiarly a 


youthful luſt. The tempter was his ſuperior, his miſ- 
treſs, on whom he had ſame dependance: He might 


expect great advantages from her favour ; and on the 
other hand, might have room to fear very miſchievous 
effects from her reſentment. She ſollicited him to 


this evil action in a way very plain and expreſs, which 


could not be put off without a blunt refuſal. There 
was a proſpe& of ſecrecy; and little fear of man to 


lay a reſtraint upon him, which is a check often made 


uſe of by Providence to prevent a great deal of evil in 
the world. The opportunity was preſent, ſo that there 
could be no long time for cool and ftaid debates ; but 
the temptation mult either be immediately complied 


with, or rejected. And yet on the other hand, when 


he had overcome her ſollicitations at one time, the 
trial returned afreſh, She ſpate to Joſeph day by dar, 


ver. | 
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ver. 10. And people have often been prevailed upon 
by the frequent aſſaults of temptation, to do that at 
length, which they could not think of without horror 
at firſt. But this good man, tho' he was now ſepa- 
rated from his brethren, a ſojourner in a ftrange land, 
open to many hopes and fears from this ill woman; 
yet makes a reſolute reſiſtance, and gains a noble con- 
queſt. But upon what principles did he repel the aſ- 
iault? With what conſiderations did he arm his mind? 

1. He had a principle of honour, and that was of 
_ conſiderable ſervice to . He could not find in his 
heart to be ſo baſe and diſingenuous to a kind and 
liberal maſter. ver. 8, 9. Behold, my maſter wotteth 
not what is with me in the houſe, and he hath committed 
all that he hath to my hand. There is none greater in this 
houſe than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me 
but thee, He was highly intruſted ; and he had too 
noble a mind to betray his truſt, He had received 
great obligations from his maſter, and he had too gene- 

rous a ſoul to be inſenſible of benefits. But he roſe 
higher, and recollected yet ſtronger engagements; for 
2. He had a principle of religion. He turned his 
eye to God; and conſider'd, that this would M very 
offenſive to him, as well as injurious to his neighbour ; 
and obvious to his notice, tho* it might eſcape the 
view of men. How can I do this great wickedneſs, and 
fin againſt God? When he expreſſes it in the way of a 
quelition, it carries the greater force. He appeals to 
her own inward ſentiment, whether this was not rea- 
ſon ſufficient for his refuſal; and at the ſame time 
3 ſignifies a firm determination not to comply. 
wo things are included in his reflection. 

1. The great evil of that to which he was tempted, 
as it was a fin againſt God. And this is the principal 
r 

2. That he was, in this temptation from privacy, 
under the eye and obſervation of God. 

And theſe two thoughts ever preſent to our minds, 
would have a wonderful eficacy for diſarming any 
temptation, 3 - i 


I. It 
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I. It would greatly conduce to eſtabliſh our hearts 
againit the afſaults of temptation, if they were firmly 


poſſeſſed with a ſenſe of the evil nature of fin, as it is 


again God. This, above all things, ſhews the ſinful- 


neſs of fin, and therefore ought to be the principal mat- 


ter we conſider in it. 

Every ſin indeed is againſt ourſelves, as well as againſt 
God: And in ſuch a ſenſe againt ourſelves, as it can- 
not be againſt God; z.e. It tends to our own real 


prejudice and miſery, whereas it can by no means ſo 
affect the bleſſed God. In that ſenſe Elibu ſays, 7b 


xxxv. 6. If thou ſinneſt, what deſi thou againſt bim? 
Or if thy tranſgreſſions be multiplied, what doſft thou unto 
him? in the ſenſe of doing him any real prejudice. 


But be that fins againff God, <urongs bis own ſoul. 
Prov. viii. 36. And that is a conſideration, which we 


ſhould often inculcate upon ourſelves 


Many ſins are againfi our neighbour. Our wickedneſs 
may burt a man as exe are. Job xxxv. 8. Such was 
the fin, to which pious Jeſeph was tempted: And he 
by no means omits to call to mind, and pathetically 
to repreſeat to himſelf, and to his miſtreſs, that con- 
ſideration. And when we are tempted to any ſuch 


fins, we ſhould take the ſame courſe; we ſhould en- 


deavour to fortify ourſelves, by thinking of the injuſtice, 
or ingratitude, or unkindneſs of them to our neigh- 


bour, or the prejudice we may do them thereby in 
their ſouls or bodies. 1 775 e 


But ſtill the principal evil of every fin lies in its 
being againſt God. Much of the prejudice we ſhall 
receive from it ourſelves, ariſes from its being offen- 
| five to God. And the evils, which directly and imme- 


_ diately are injuries to our neighbour, are properly 


| finful, as they are againſt God. And indeed that 
conſideration of them moſt affeQs a truly good man. 


So it did the heroic youth in the text. The ſame 


weight Dawid lays upon it, when he was come to 
himſelf, after the heinous ſins of adultery and murder, 


into 
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into which he had fallen. P/alm li. 4. Againſt thee, 
thee only have I fnned. He had injured his neighbour, 
as heinouſly as can well be ſuppoſed ; but the finful 
nature of his actions properly lay in their being againſt 


God]; the evil of them in that view appeared fo much 


ſuperior to any other conſideration, that it ſeemed to 
ſwallow up all the ret. We ſhould endeavour there- 


fore to have our minds habitually impreſſed with this 


apprehenſion of ſin, and in every hour of temptation, 


actually to view it in this light, as it is againff God. 
© 1. Sin is directly contrary to his nature. God 7s light, 
and in him there is no darkneſs at all. And therefore, 
if we ſay, we have fellowſhip with him, and walk in 

| darkneſs, wwe lie, and do not the truth. 1 John i. 5, 6. 
Where it is intimated, that the divine nature and fin 


are as oppoſite as light and darkneſs. Sin 1s the very 


reverſe of God's purity, as holineſs in us is but a 
_ faint copy from that great original; a divine nature, 
2 Pet. i. 4. If it were ſuppoſeable, that God could 


be like us in ſtate and condition, he would do juſt as 


he requires us to do. Nor is this altogether an ima- 
ginary ſuppoſition. God has. been manfefled in the 

- fleſh; the Son of God became man; and when he 
- As 2 in faſpicn as a man, he was made under 
this holy law, and obeyed it perfectly; by which it 
was molt highly honoured, and 


a plain evidence given 
of its conformity to the divine nature. And as far as 
the heart and life of a man is formed by this rule, ſo 


far he bears the nobleſt part of God's image, of which 
a creature is capable. But fin is the direct contrary, 


the image and ſuperſcription of God's worſt enemy. 
We were the ſons of God by creation, but by fin are 


become a degenerate offspring, ſuch as he can no lon- 


per own for his, till we are changed, becauſe unlike 


him. Now, when we are tempted to any known fin, 
we ſhall do well to think; If I comply, I ſhall make 
myſelf ſo much the more unlike God, and <valk con- 
trary to him. 


2. Sin is oppoſite to his authority and ſovereign 
rights over us. He is our proprietor and owner, who 


gave 


Serm. VII. The Confideration of Sin, &c. 121 


3 us our being, our all; but left us not to our own 
iſpoſe, without reſerving a claim of ſervice and duty 
to himſelf. And yet, alas! While the ox knows his 
owner, the ſinner conſiders not, whoſe he is, Ja. i. 3. 
He will aſſume an uſurped property in himſelf, and 
act for himſelf, and make his own will his law, and 
uſe his capacities and enjoyments, as one, who owes 
no account for the uſe of them to any beſide himſelf. 
God is our ſovereign, who has all right poſſible to 
give law to us in every thing, and by the ſigniſication 
of his will to determine our choice and actions: But 
in every known fin we break out into rebellion, prac- 
tically diſown his authority, break his bands in ſun- 


der, and caſt away his cords from us; and ſay, / will 


not kave God to reign over ne. Sin lays a vile imputa- 
tion upon God's law, as if it wanted either equity or 
wiſdom ; it muſt be conſtrued to imply at leaſt, that 
in that inſtance, where we chuſe to act contrary to it, 


we think we can govern and manage ourſelves better 


than he, If we would ſuſpend compliance - with a 
temptation, till we had ſat down, and weighed this 
one thing, what intolerable: inſolence there is in ſin 
againſt the Majeſty in the Heavens, that we ll not 
receive law from him, from whom we had our all. 
not allow him the uſe of his own creature; if we 
would but turn- this in our thoughts, ſure-it would 
make us aſhamed to venture on. Y 
z. Sin caſts contempt upon his ſupreme excellence, 
and his fitneſs to be our chief good. In every fin we 
refer ſomething before God: For we rather hazard 
bis favour, than we will miſs of ſuch an expected 


ſatisfaction. But oh! that you would allow yourſelves 


to think, what you undervalue. An infinitely perfect 
being, who has all in him to make you truly and com- 
pletely happy: One, in <who/e fawour is life, and 
=whoſe loving kindneſs is better than life ; in whoſe wrath | 

is death, and whoſe wrath is worſe than death : Short 
of whom, you find by daily experience, that there is 

nothing can anſwer all your wants and wiſhes. You 
find preſent things periſo w_ the uſing, and in alittle 


_ with theſe 
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time, the world and fleſb and heart will fail: But even 
then, if you were upon good terms with God, he 
would be the ftrength of your hearts and your portion 
for ever. And what is it that you prefer before ſuch 
a portion? Some poor earthly enjoyment, which nei- 
ther can be, nor be pleaſant long; it may be, the 
| 898 of ſome baſe luſt that unmans you. 
Verily, theſe are your Gods; they are to you inſtead 
of God. A goodly price, may I not ſay? that be is 
prized at 2 you When he 1s put in the balance 
e things, and they outweigh with you. Tis 
aſtoniſhing to à conſiderate mind, when he allows 
himſelf to think calmly, that ever he ſhould have 
forſaken the fountain of living waters for broken ciflerns, 
Jer. ii. 13. A greater contempt could hardly be 2 
upon our bleſſed Lord, than that of preferring Barabbas, 
a man of the vileſt character before him: And can we 
affront the great God worſe, than, when he and a 
baſe luſt come in competition, to chuſe to gratify that 
luſt, rather than to pleaſe him by a refuſal? 
E + Sin violates the powerful engagements of his love 
and goodneſs. God, who 7s good and does good, gave 
the tokens of his benignity to man in innocence, on 
purpoſe to confirm him in his obedience ; and he con- 
tinues them to us in our fallen ſtate to lead us to repent- 
ance, Rom. ii. 4. We have all of us a large ſhare in 
the benefits of creation and providence ; we are often 
prevented with the bleſſings of God's goodneſs. He has 
fed us all our life long unto this day, and hath redeemed 
ws from all evil; be hath daily loaded us with his benefits, 
prevented the full execution of the curſe upon us, 
granted us a long reprieve, and the offers and means 
of eternal ſalvation. When he draws us in this man- 
ner with he cords of love, what muſt be the langua 


of preſumptuous fin but this, that we de/pi/e the riches 


| o bis goodneſs and forbcarance and long-ſuffering ? 
Rom. 11. 4. Werequite God therein evil for good, and 
turn his own gifts againſt himſelf. Hence ſpake 
in ſo awful a manner of ael, Ja. i. 2. Hear, O hea- 
ans, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath ſpoken : 
. : 15 IJ have 


— 
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I have nouriſhed and brought up children, and they have 
rebelled againſi me. As if an earthly parent ſhould 
complain; i have trained up my offspring with the 
moſt tender affection and conſtant care; but now, in- 
ſtead of the returns 1 had reaſon to expect, they fly in 
my face, they pick out my eyes. Think, ſinner, what 
Gad has been to thee; thy watchful guardian, thy con- 
ſtant guide, thy bountiful provider from the womb: 
He has done more for thee, than all the world can do; 
and whatever ſervice any creature has been of to thee, 
it is no more than God has made it. And do ye thus re- 
guite the Lord, oh fooliſh people and unwiſe ! Is not be 
thy father, that hath bought theeP Hath he not made 
thee, and eftabliſhed thee *? Deut. xxxii. 66 
5. Sin carries a ſlight of God's threatned diſpleaſure. 
| When you dare to offend God for a trifle, can it be 
thought that you entertain a certain expectation of fal- 
ling under his vengeance for it? No, your apprehen- 
tion of that muſt be weakned, upon ſome vain ſurmiſe 
or other. It may be, you fondly hope, that his cle- 
mency will overlook all, that his threatnings are only 
deſigned to terrify, and he either never will, or never 
can execute them. If you reckon preſumptuouſly 
upon his clemency, while you boldly rebel; you muſt 
bave ftrange thoughts of his juſtice. Can you think 
the great ruler of the world ſhould be leſs concerned 
for the honour of his laws and government, than a 
juſt and wiſe ruler upon earth would be, who will not 
ſuffer an obſtinate malefactor to go unpuniſhed ? No, 
God will give every man according to his works, and 
not ſuffer his authority to be trampled upon : He has 
told you ſo in the moſt poſitive threatnings : And 
if when yeu hear the words of his curſe, you bleſs your- 
ſelves in yeur hearts, ſaying, I ſhall hawe peace, ibo [ 
walk in the imagination of my heart, to add drunkenneſs 
to thirſt : If fo, what could you in reaſon expect for 
ſuch arrogance, if God had not directly put the caſe 
in ſcripture? Let conſcience ſay, whether ſuch pre- 
ſumption deſerves better, than what God has expreſfsly 
declared ſhall be the W of it, that the 3 
= 
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«vill not ſpare that man, Deut. xxix. 19, 20. Whoever 
is ſpared, for certain not he who diſbelieves God in 
his moſt awful aſſeverations. If you believe him in 
earneſt, can you dare his almighty power for execu- 
tion, who can immediately ſtrike you dead in an at 
of in? Would to God, the fear of him were preſent 
to our minds, whenever a temptation offers. 


But beſide this thought, that fin is againſt God, 2s 


II. It would be a fingular preſervative againſt any 
temptation to fin, to conſider ourſelves as always under 
the immediate eye of God. That our fin is not only 
againſt him, but he is apprized of the offence. This 
ſeems to have been the principal conſideration, that 
occurred to Jeſeph's mind, for his eſtabliſhment in 

this critical minute. The P/almi/t expected a like good 
e fect from it. P/al. xvi. 8. I have ſet the Lord always 
bfore me; he is on my right hand, therefore I ſhall not 
be meved, "This conſideration will be exceeding ſer- 

— )))) oC Ob 
I. It will farther aggravate to our minds the hein- 
-ous evil of every offence, To do an ill action in the 
-preſence of a prince, or before the face of a judge, ar- 
gues higher impudence, and is a more notorious con- 
tempt of authority, than the commiſſion of a fault in 
Private. This raiſed Abaſuerus's reſentment againſt 
 Haman, Eſth. vii. 8. Will be force the Queen alſo before 

me? The malice of the devil could infinuate nothing 
blacker againſt Job than this: Bring ſuch or ſuch. an 
affliction upon him, and he will curſe thee to thy face, 
Job i. 11. ch. ii. 5. So God deſcribes the -notorious 
linfulneſs of ſome, I/. Ixv. 3. that they were a people 
"that provoked him to anger continually to his face. Indeed 
{uch expreſſions as theſe are uſed with a ſpecial empha- 
ſis, to deſcribe great boldneſs and impudence in fin. 
But in truth they may juſtly be applied to every fin, 
and every fin is aggravated by this conſideration. So 
the returning prodigal in his confeſſion to his father, 
*mentions this circumſtance, as enhancing all * 

7 . 4 
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of his paſt life, Father, I have finned againſt heaves, 
and before thee. Luke xv. 18. When you tin, you either 
believe divine omniſcience, or you. do not. If, like 
them in Fob xxii. 13, 14. you fay, How doth God know ? 
Can he judge thro? the dark cloud ? Thick clouds are a co- 
vering to him, that be cannot ſee ; ſuch atheiſtical ſurmi- 
ſes cannot leſſen the truth of the thing; nor yet the 
guilt of the offender, as long as there are the cleareſt _ 
evidences of it from reaſon and ſcripture, if he would 
not ſhut his eyes. Do you believe his omniſcience, 
but forget that his eye is upon you? That will be a 
poor excuſe indeed. How ! Not think of the eye of 
God upon you, when you could not forbear to think 
of the preſence of an earthly prince, if you were be- 
fore him ! Can ſuch a contemptuous neglect of the re- 
 ſpeR you owe to the divine preſence, abate the hein- 
— of that farther offence which reſults from it?; 
2. This would fortify us againſt ſecret ſins, as well 
as open, fince they are all equally before him.. If we 
had no other ſpectators of our actions but men, it 
might be ſufficient to maintain a fair outſide, becauſe 
that only comes within the reach of their judgment. 
But the hypocrite, who is concealed from men's notice, 
is naked and open to him with whom we have to do. 
God knows the purpoſes and imaginarions of the mind, 
as well as the actions of the life: For he underſtands. 
the thoughts afar off. Pſal. cxxxix. 2. And the fins 
committed in the thickeit darkneſs, in the moſt reti- 
red ſolitude, are as perfectly known to him, as thoſe 
committed at noon-day ; for he is omnipreſent; as 
1auch in a wilderneſs as in the city ; as well in the 
| Cloſet, as in the places of public converſation. Son of 
1 man, ſays God to Ezekiel, ch. viii. 12. haſt thou ſeen, 
4 «hat the ancients cf the houſe of Iſrael do in the dark, 
every man in the chambers of his imagery ? For they Jay, 
| the Lord ſeeth us not, the Lord hath forſaken the earth. 
No, the prophet could not ſee it; but God ſaw it, 
and acquainted his prophet with it. J wwe ſhould /ay, 
Surely the darkneſs ſhall cover us, even the night ſhall be 
light about us, Plal, exxxix. 11, 12, He is privy him- 
5 M 3 * 
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felf immediately to all that paſſes, and not only at ſe- 
_ cond hand by information; for hit eyes run to and fro 
An ibe tari l, Babolding the evil and the gocu, Prov. xv. 3. 
"Phas is the moſt awful conſideration that can be, ſince 
«God is to be our judge; becanſe by this means his 
ſentence muſt proceed on the moſt certain grounds, his 
_ -owninfallibte knowledge. No facts can be concealed. 
From him ; none of the ſprings and principles of them 
can eſcape his notice, or the temper of mind with 
Which they are done, which give the trueſt light into 
Their nature; nor does he need to know the frame of 
Hur minds by an overt- act. In an earthly judicature, 
the offender is ſeldom known to the judge; witneſſes 
re required to prove facts, and the proof is often lame 
_ and doubtful: If facts are made evident, the diſcrimi- 
nating circumſtances, which principally aggravate 
the cones, may till lie hid; and fo the criminal may 
receive a milder ſentence than he deſerves. There is 
room before men for excuſes and diſguiſes, for falſe 
turns and inſinuations, which may biaſs a court in fa- 
vour of a criminal. But no ſuch thing can have place 
at the tribunal of God, Tho' you ſhould have liv'd 
in the greateſt obſcurity among men, ſo that your next 
neighbours ſcarce know your character; yet you are 
. as fully known to God, as thoſe who make the moſt 
publick figure in the world. He wants not the help 
of evidence to convict you: Tho? he will ſummon 
other witneſſes, angels and men, and your own con- 
ſciences, at the great day; it is not becauſe he needs 
them, but to make the grandeur and folemnity of that 
day of a piece. His own omniſcience extends farther 
than any foreign evidence can; and he is not a man, 
that he ſhouid forget any part of your behaviour. 
What need have you then to keep your hearts, as well 
as your lives, with all diligence? to dread a fin in pri- 
vacy, as well as when you know you have many eyes 
upon you? | „„ 

3. Tias would engage us to fear every thing which 
God declares ſin ful, tho“ men ſhould make light of it; 
il we act always as in the preſence of one, who /ces 
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not as man ſees, i Sam. xvi. 7. That which is highly 
efteemal among men, is ſometines abomination in the fight 
of God. Luke xvi. 15. Thoſe things which are 
' Jooked upon by many as trivial faults, or poſſibly are 
cried up by ſome for commendable qualities, are fome- 
times efteemed dy God to be heinous offences. Licen- 
- tous practices paſs with ſome for genteel accompliſh - 
ments, or things fit to make a jeſt of, rather than to- 
be dreaded and abhorred: But God tells. us, that for 
theſe things his wrath comes upon the children of diſobedience, 
Col. iii. 6. that none of ſuch a character Hall inherit the 
| kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Prophane people 
make light of fin in general; but it is the abominable 
: thing which God hates, and the wwages of which he has- 
fixed to be death. Others, who diſlike open immora- 
lity and prophaneneſs, yet make ſmall account of vain 
and evil thoughts, of idle or injurious words: But 
God declares, that the thought of fooliſhneſs is 77 and 
that for every idle or injurious word, men ſhall give an 
' account in the day of judgment. Some, who would. 
ſtartle at an act of injuſtice to their neighbour, have 
little ſenſe of the evil of unbelief, impenitence, hard- 
_ neſs of heart, reſiſting the good ſpirit of God: Where- 
as God lays men's everlaſting ruin on theſe things. 
Now our ſentiments of fin in general, or of the hein- 
ouſneſs of any particular acts of it, are to be formed 
not by the judgment of men, but of God; for we are 
ander his eye, and accountable to him, and muſt ſtand 
or fall by his ſentence. It will not excuſe us, that our 
friends or ſuperiors, that wiſe or good men made a. 
light account of theſe things, as long as God has. 
- fignified his mind in the caſe, and calls us to approve 
+ ourſelves to his all-ſeeing eye, and not to men. 
4. This would encourage us in our oppoſition. to 
temptation, when we find it moſt difficult; to think, 
that his compaſſionate eye is upon us. He ſees the 
imperfedtion of our knowledge, and where we want 
: wiidom ; our weakneſs, and where we want ftrength ; 
and he will not fail or forſake an honeſt and upright 
foul. God is faithful, and will not fuffer us to be tempted 


above 


-* 
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above that que are able; but will with the temptation 
make a way to t/cape, that we may be able to bear it, 
1 Cor. x. 13. He who rakes heed left be fall, may ani- 
mate himſelf by this aſſurance, becauſe it is given to 
ſuch, ver. 12. And let the diſcouragements be ever ſo 
many, from the number of our enemies, or the nature 
of our trials; all are anſwered by a divine all-ſuffici- - 
ency engaged for our relief, 


I cloſe with ſome application of this ſubjeQ. 


4 1. Let me expoſtulate with ſecure and careleſs fin- 
ners, that forget God. You run upon one fin after 


another, and it is the leaſt part of your thoughts, that 


God has any concern in the matter. Poſſibly it has 
ſome weight with you, when a vice is againſt your 
temporal intereſt ; if it would prejudice your health, 
or impair your eſtates, or ſink your reputation: 'Theſe 
conſiderations may keep you from /ame ſins, But you 
trouble not your heads, whether God be offended or 
; 4-4 you can affront and provoke him without trem- 
ing. e oo To _ 
But againſt whom, vain man, deft thou exalt thy 
voice, and lift up thine on high ? Even againſt the 
holy one of Iſrael. Should it paſs for nothing with you, 
that you loſe the divine image, which was your glory? 
that you rebel againſt your undoubted ſovereign ? that 
yourelinquiſh your chief good, and value a trifle more? 
s it nothing in your account, that you are affrontin 
the God, whoſe goodneſs and mercy have followe 
| You all your days? that you are grieving your con- 
ſtant benefactor? and neglecting a regard to him, 
who 1s either the beſt friend, or the worſt enemy in 
the world? Have you reaſon left, and yet can you 
think theſe things not to be worthy of your concern? 
You forget, that God's eye is upon you; he is not 
in all your thoughts, at leaſt as little as you can help it, 
though he be not far from every one of: us, You are not 
affected with any eye ſeeing you, which you cannot fee 
yourſelves. Some are arrived fo far, as hardly n Noe 
+ either 
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either God or man; to havesittle ſenſe of reputation 
among men; they are net at all aſhamed, neither can 
they bluſh. But the generality are not corrupted fo far. 


If they run to an exceſs of riot, to chambering and 


-wantonneſs ; theſe ſhall be works of darkneſs: If they 
cheat their neighbour, they will not do it openly, but 


when they can have hope of eſcaping diſcovery, The ap- 
prehenſion of a ſpectator will reſtrain their inclinations; | 


and they are aſhamed, when they find that others know 


their follies. What infatuation is it then, that you 
dare to commit ſin in the conſtant ſight of the living 
God? You'll check yourſelves in the preſence of an 
earthly ſuperior : Oh that you would think, wherever 


you are; © A greater than the higheſt earthly poten- 
tate is here; I cannot do an ill thing ſo privately, 
as to avoid his eye; I cannot put a falſe diſguiſe 


4% upon my actions before him. Whither can Igo from 
4% his ſpirit ? Whither can I flee from his preſence ? 
Vou will put a bridle upon your diſorderly appetites, 
or the licentiouſneſs of your tongue, for the ſake of one 
in company, who poſſibly can do no more than give 
you an ill name-for what he ſees amiſs: And ſhall it 
not ſtrike an awe, that he obſerves you who will judge 
[hn body in hell? 
Would you bluſh to meet a-ſober acquaintance in the 
height of a debauch? And have you no ſhame and re- 


you, and who can deſtroy both ſou 


' morſe, when you reflect that a holy God hath ſeen all? 


Would ãt not ſometimes fill you with confuſion of face, 
if you thought that one of your fellow-creatures knew 


your hearts; all the wicked and fooliſh thoughts and 
 anclinations harboured there; would not ſuch an ap- 


prehenſion make you almoſt weary of life? And yet 
you can make your. faces harder than a flint, while 


the great God perfectly knows your enmity to him; 
that you are poſſeſſed with an innumerable company 
of unclean, malicious, or prophane thoughts; hat 
you are led captive by the devil at his will, ſerving 
diverſe luſts and pleaſures, or act hypocritically in all 
the pretences you make to piety and goodneſs. 


Sure 
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Sure you cannot at 41 ſuch a rate, and yet ſtedfaſtly 
believe divine omniſcience. You live altogether by 
fight ; and becauſe God is inviſible, you mind him 
not, though hs eternal power and Godbead might be 
clearly fern from the things which are made. RecolleCQt your- 
ſelves; have you any reaſon to call in queſtion his ob- 
ſervation of you, unleſs it be that he doth not imme- 
diately ſtrike ſuch preſumptuous ſinners dead? It may 
be you make that the occaſion of having your hearts 
Fully ſet in you to do evil, becauſe judgment is not ſpeedily 
executed. And yet, have you never heard of initances, 
wherein God hath made his obſervation known by the 

judgments he hath executed ? Do you venture to def- 

piſe the riches of his patience and forbearance, ſo as 
to provoke him the more for them? Dread then, left 
he thould make a ſpeedy example of you. Hauben his 
| band is lifted up, you will not ſee, yet you ſhall ſee, 
ard be aſhamed, Ia. xxvi. 11. Is it not time to think, 
what a being you have dared, what a preſence you 
have contemned? That you may be aſhamed with a 
penitent humiliation, as not with everlaſting confu- 
ion! That the ſame all-ſeeing eye, which hath ſeen 

the wickedneſs of your heart, may ſee your unfeigned 

ſorrow and repentance for it ! That as the luſts of the 
fleſh and of the mind have evidently governed you 
heretofore ; ſo there may now be found in you the 
ework of faith, and labour of Due, and patience of hope, 
in the fight of God and our father. CES 


2. Let thoſe, who have had ſerious and ſucceſsful 
convictions of theſe things, make ſuch thoughts more 
frequent and familiar to them. Accuſtom yourſelves 
to lively meditations on fin in theſe views of it; which, 

if you are born of God, have made a deep impreſſion 
on you. Though others be inſenſible of theſe things, 
though they live as without God in the world, though 
he is ſcarce in any of their thoughts; yet let him not 

be for a day, for an hour altogether out of your _— 
: | X 
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Te that love the Lord, hate evil, Pal. xcvii. 10. Hate 
it more, ſet a more conſtant guard againſt it for that 


reaſon. Think of ſin, as the moſt oppoſite thing in 
the world to your God and father and portion: As ſo 
much againſt God, that notwithſtanding all his good- 
will toward men, he could not eſteem it fit and honour- 


able to ſhew favour to you, or any other ſinner, with- 
out the ſacrifice of his own Son to atone for ſin. Let 


this thought have a conſtant influence upon you, 


chriſtians, to whom that blood is precious : Hate that 
with a perfect hatred, of which God hath teſtified ſuch. 


an irreconcileable abhorrence. You cannot content 


yourſelves to be ſtrangers to God; you meditate on 
him, and often turn a thought upward : Ever then 
recall him to mind, as ſoon as a known temptation 


preſents itſelf. ** Thou God, ſeeſt me; and can | find 


* in my heart to offend thee to thy face, who art my 
«© choſen friend? To whoſe careful and compaſſionate 


« eye over me, I owe all my paſt ſafety and ſupplies? 
c From whoſe continued notice and obſervation of me 


* and my concerns through life, I have all my com- 
* fortable proſpects for my future pilgrimage ?” 


he aſſured, that God ſees and is diſpleaſed with the | 


ſins of his own people, as well as of others: Indeed 


they muſt be peculiarly diſpleaſing to him, as they are 


attended with peculiar aggravations. They have known 


the terrors of the Lord; they have laid to heart the 
evil of fin, as againſt Him; they have renounced it; 


they are made partakers of a divine nature, which 


leads them to better things; God has done that for 
them, which he has not done for the world in com- 


mon; and they have the hope of eternal life from 
him. Such therefore ſhould arm themſelves eſpecially 


with this thought, and feel the force it: 


To prevent their fall into preſumptuous fins. 
e Whatever the world or the devil offer me, what- 
„ ever the remains of fin in my own heart ſuggeſt to 


4 me; ſhall ſuch a one as I as this great wickedneſs, 


and 7 
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« and fin againſt God ? God forbid: Grace forbids 
me; ingenuity, covenant engagements, chrittian 


T Proſpects, forbid any ſuch thing.“ Or, 


To promote their f eedy recovery, whenever they 
have fallen. Have I forgotten myſelf and my God, 
* neglected my guard, and broke through my engage- 
% ments ? So fooliſh was I, and N and even as 

« a beaſt before him. Lord, I confeſs it, I lament it; 
* but come back unto thee, for thou art the Lord. 


66 my God. 93 
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